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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE. 


MP is very _"_ tiled a i ſocial being — | 
he is ſuch by original conſtitution ; he 
was declared ſuch when he firſt came out of 
the hands'of his: Maker ;* and he now comes 
into the world, with a diſpoſtion for /oriety, 

aud in a condition that requires it—The firſt 
fenfations we feel, ariſe from our wants ; our 
firſt propenſities and deres. tend to the ſup- 
ply of thoſe wants; hence we are led, by a 
kind of natural :n{inf, into ſome of the 
neareſt ſocial conneQians, and thoſe inter- 
changes of offices and benefits that ariſe from 
them. 

As we improve in rational notions, and 
are capable of reflecting upon the nature and 
ends of our exiſtence; as our lobe comes 
under the influence of benevolente, and is di- 

A 2 retted 


$ Gen, ii. 18. 
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reſted and moderatedby it, we find ourfelves * 


prompted to enlarge our ſocial relations and 
duties, from more generous and worthy mo- 
Much of the viſdom od goodneſs- | 
providence appears, in giving us this foctal 
capacity and diſpoſition :—without it—our 
nobleſt faculties would be of little or no uſe 
ta us, ſor want of proper occaſions for their 
exerciſe, and proper aſſiſtance in it. Se 
love alone would be the governing principle; 
which by blindly miſtaking the nature and 
means of our happineſs, and cheriſhing our 
malevolent aſſections, would make us hateful, 
and hating one another ; and ſo, either expoſe 
us to the miſeries of the moſt -arbirrary op- 
preſſions, and cruel hoſtilities ; or oblige us 
to hide ourſelves in the gloomy teceſſes of 
friendleſs ſolitude.— Whereas, by following 
the dictates of the /cial principle, we open to 
ourſelves a way, for the abundant employ- 
ment of all our various geniuſes and abilities; 
and by reciprocal - aids and encouragements, 
render them the moſt effectually and exten- 
ſively uſeſul.— Benevolence, cheriſhed © and 
| ſupported 


1 0 by u the N deen. 1 
on its proper exerciſe, maintains its ſhare of 
| governing influence. in the heart, teaches: us 
to. conſider the happineſs of others, as inſe- 
parably connected with our own, and a prin» 
cipal ingredient in it; and thereby extends 
our views, warms our deſires, and animates 
our labours for the public good. Hence do- 
meſtic and patriot love, order, peace, friend: 
ſhip, and many. other public and private vir» 
tues and ck of the greateſt importance - 
to mankind. _ Wy | 


Thus God and nature kale be frame, 
And. bid ſelf- love and ſocial be the fame, _ +. 


But then, this di/po/ition, muſt be properly. 
cultivated, in order to produce theſe bappy 5 
effects; and lere RELIGION juſtiy claims our 
firſt and prinsipal regards. 

By RELIGION I mean the acknowledge-- 
ment, fear, love, and worſhip of the DErty, 
with a diſpoſition to obey all his knvwn will, 
founded in the lively belief of his perſectionc, 
and a future ſlate of retribution Of this, man 
as a rational and immortal creature; endowed 
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Vith a moral hae, or a a capacity of perceiving | 

the moral nature and differences, good or evil 
of things, and of feeling a peculiar pleaſure or 
pain from them, is a proper ſubject. This is 
the glory of his nature, as principally diſtin» 
guiſhing him from all other creatures upon 
earth; and ab/olutely neceſſary to him as the 
chief medium of his happineſs, temporal and 
eternal ;—neceſſary, not only in his fingle 
capacity, but alſo, and N in his ſocial. 
For, 

Such is the degeneracy of Wa nature, 
that, without the influence of religion, reaſon 
and benevolence, which are abſolute requiſites 
to the forming the truly /oczal. character, 
would (by degrees at leaſt) be ſo weakened 
and impaired, that the b of r would 
become grolsly ignorant, ſelfiſh, ſordid, un- 
governable, pernicious creatures; muerable 
flayes to their vicious appetites and paſſions; 
without honour, without conſcience, or any | 
Fectudl motive to true public ſpirit; and con- 
ſequently liable, upon the lighteſt temptati- 
ons, to ſacrifice the greateſt and moſt impor- 
tant public good, to their.own private intereſt, 

or 


Keren the love feed graticiors; ar 
thus become the peſt and ruin of ſociety.. 
RELIGION, be it only tat of nature, 2b 
commonly called, will prevent us at feaft ffbtt 
linking ſo low, and doing ſich prejudice'ts” 
the ſocial intereſt of mankind : bur if that of - 
Ixsus, ſincerely embraced and followed, it 
will do infinitely more.— The light the goſ- 
pel throws upon our underſtandings; and the 
views it gives us of virtue and vice; the per. 
fections of God; the true felicity of man; 
the certainty and awſulneſs of the eternal 
world; have a peculiar fitneſs and tendency 
to pierce and quicken the conſcience ; 
| A4 preſerve 
* Since I wrote this, I have met with a pa- 
ſage in Dr. Brown's eftimate of the manners and 
principles of the times, to the ſame purpoſe: The 
modern ſpirit of irreligion (ſays that ingenious 
« writer) leads to raſcally and abandoned cowar- 
« dice; it quenches every generous hope that 
can enlarge the ſoul, and levels mankind wich 
« the beaſis that periſn. The Chriſtian reader 
may receive ſtill fuller ſatisfaction or this head 
from Gen, vi. 11, 12. Pſal. = Ke. Rom. i. 
21, &c, „ 2: 
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preſerve its - tenderneſs. and ſenſibility; 5 
reſtrain the inordinate affeRions of felf- 
a love; expand and cheriſh our benevolence 7 
unite us to each. other i in the ds of ſacred 
charity, inſpire us with the hope, and 
| even 
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5 A may poſſibly be objected heres fo 
. cenſorious, and full of perſecuting ran- 
cour,- as ſome of your zealous Chriſtians, moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed for . the orthodoxy of their faith, and the 
ftrifineſs of their devotion? I anſwer nothing can 
be more evident, than that the Chriſtian religion 
ranks thoſe vices, amongſt the greateſt {ins ;' 
condemns all that are guiliy of them, to the ſe- 
vereſt puniſhments; and by doQrine, precept, 
example, and every motive that can affect the 
buman heart, inculcates upon all its profeſſors, 
the oppoſite virtues; ſo that it-muſl be the higheſt 
' injuſtice, to charge any part, of what is objected, 
upon that religion. And, that any of its pro- 
feſſed believers are chargeable with it, is owing, 
either to their aſſuming that character, in order 
to conceal their wicked deſigns, and juſtify the 
violences by which they carry them on; or to 
ſuperſti on, entꝭ uſiaſm, and the like falſe noti- 
ons of religion, joined with a natural moroſe- 
nels, and malignity of temper ; or in a word, to 
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| even aſſurance, that all the ſacrifices we make, 
of private advantage, to the honour. and in- 


tereſt of the public (conſiſtent, with our duty) | 


ſhall be infinitely, though graciouſly rewarded 


in the life to come; and conſequently, muſt 
every way moſt effeQually promote and ſe- 


cure, the happineſs of ſociety, 


The exal! ted perfeftion. of ſocial unity and 


joy, which prevails in the heavenly world, 
and felicitates the general aſſembly and church 
of the fir / born, is owing to the perſection of | 


their region. — They ſee, the adorable excel. 


lencies of the divine nature, in the light of 
that world. —They ſeel their obligations to 


their Redeemer, in the "mall ſenſible man- 


ner; love, worſhip and obey the great God, 
10 the perſection of holineſs,—and therefore 


they enjoy their ſocial relations with ſuch 


high ſatisſaction, and know all the pleaſures 

of the moſt pure benevolence and friendſhip, 

without any of thoſe alienations of heart, con- 
a tentions, 


the want of being under the governing influence 


of the genuine principles of the golpel.—To the | 


truth of this, every ſober denten muſt witneſs, 


8 
2 
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tentions, and jealouſies, 2 attend the bp. 
pieſt ſocieties here below. 

And as religion, is thus neceſſary and bene- 
ficial to man, in his /oc:al capacity; it is alſo 
neceſſary that his religion ſhould be /c; 
i. e. the duties of it, particularly thoſe re- 
ſpeRing the worſhp of the Deity, ſhould be 
publicly performed, as the common concern 
and united act of many.— To this, the ſocial 
conſtitution we are under, naturally obliges 
us.— We are all the offspring of one eternal 
parent, all under the ſame general obligations 
to him, and dependance upon him, intereſt- 
ed in common, in many of the ſame wants 
and neceſſities, benefits and mercies; and 
therefore ought to offer up our pray ers and 
praiſes unitedly to him, as the one common 
head of the ſocial ſyſtem ; the one common 
object of our religious reverence, hope, and | 
joy.—And upon this /oczal prety, the very 
exiſtence of religion and virtue, in our world; 
and the preſervation of the many benefits to 
ſociety, connected therewith, eminently de- 
pend.—Were religious duties to be practis'd 
by us only. in private; were there no af/embl- 

| ing 
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Ing of ourſelves together ; to proclaim its ex · 
cellencies and uſefulneſs, and bear an open 
teſtimony by common conſent in its favour ; 
its public eſtimation would very ſoon decline; 
the leaſt appearances of it be marked with dil. 
grace, and treated with contempt and ridi- 
cule, by the bulk of mankind; and under ſuch 
diſcouragements, even the private practice of 
it by degrees, would be ſadly negled ed, and 
very probably at laſt be, intirely ſo ; by which 
means, all its influence muſt ſoon be loſt in- 
the world.— The natural conſequence of 
which, would. be, the uncontroulable pre- 
valence of infidelity, prophaneneſs, injuſtice, 
and oppreſſion; till the bonds even of civil 
ſociety were diſſolved, and mankind let looſe 
with all their vicious paſſions, upon one ano- 
ther to the deſtruction of all human virtue and 
happineſs* :—The religion of man thereſore, 
I ſay even in this world muſt be /ocza!. 
This will appear with ſtil] clearer and more 
certain evidence, if we conſult the ſacred re- 
| | cords ; 
* Quibus ſublatis (i. e. ſanctitas & religio) per- 
turbatio vitæ ſequitur & magna confuſio. | 
Cicer, de Nat. Duor. I. 1. $. 2. 
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cords; for there we ſhall find, that /ocial e. 
ligion is the will of Cod; and has always been 
the practice of his people, When he ſeparat- 
ed the ſeed of Abraham as a peculiar and holy 
nation, to bear his name, and preferve his 
worſhip, in oppoſition to the general idola- 
try; he commanded all the males thrice a year 
to make their appearance before him, and wor- 
ſhip him in one national aſſembly. And to 
all that had a true ſenſe of religion, his pub- 
lic worſhip, was peculiarly : deſirable; as the 
84th Pſalm in particular witneſſes, where in 
the ſpirit of truly ſublime poetry, the Pſalmiſt 
ſtrongly expreſſes, his pious ſenſe of the ex- 
cellency and importance of /ocial religion, — 
And elſewhere he ſays, that dwelling in the 
houſe of God, appearing before him in his 
public worſhip, and beholding his beauty. and 
glory in his ſanctuary, was the one thing he de- 
fired, and ſought after, with the greateſt . 
cy of . Fi. | 

Vader 

+ Pſal. xxvii. 4. Pal. Ixiii, 1, 2, g. Heb, 

x. 25, Rom. xv. 6. Acts i. 14. Chap. ii. 1, 41. 
Chap. ix. 31. Chap, xi. 26, 2 Cor. vili, 1. 
Gal. i. 1. | ; 
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nder the New Teſtament diſpenſation 
| "we" are charged, not to forſake the % 
fembling of ourſelves together, as the manner 
of ſome then was. —But with one heart, and 
with one mouth to glorify God. And it is ſaid 
by way of encomium on the firſt converts to 
the chriſtian religion, that they were together” 
with one accord in prayer ani pratſe. . 
Our Lord himſelf alſo has directed us to 
addreſs the throne of grace, in the language 
of /octal religion; and ſay, Ou father who art 
in heaven, &c. And has made great and pre- 
cious promiſes to the duties of piety perform'd” 
in /octal unity. From ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe, and the more effectually to anſwer the 
ends of /octal religion, the apoſtles of Chrift, 
under the direction of his ſpirit, formed their 
converts into diſtin& regulated ſocieties, call- 
ed CHURCHES; hence we read of the Churches. 
of Judea, Galilee, Samar ia, Macedonia, Gala- 
tia, Aſia, &c. And ol the apoſtles aſſembling 
with the church at Anwock ; and of people 
being added to the church. 
Thus it is abundantly evident, that "Gaia! 
religion in general, and the conſtitution of 
chriſitan 
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chriſtian churckes in particular, a8 e 
to the ſupport and practice of it, are of divine 
;}—0r a wiſe and gracious inſlilu- 
tion of God, deſigned for the preſervation of true 

religion, and ſecuring happineſs to mankind. 
Every ſerious chriſtian therefore, if he 
would follow. the diftates of his ſocial nature, 
the directions of the word of God, and the: 
example of the beſt of men. If he would im- 
prove himſelf in the power and comforts of 
the divine hfe,—contribute moſt effetinaHy'to: 
the ſupport and propagation of true relrgton, 
— do. the higheſt honour to God, and the 
* N to the world. - muſt connedt 
himſelf 


'+ Ido bet mean to aſſert, how far any of the 
particular forms of church government amongſt 
us, are of divine appointment; but that public 
worfhip- itſelf is ſo, and conſequently ſome or- 
derly aſſembling together for the purpoſe. 

Vid. Witſ. Zgypt. Lib. 9. c. 16. . . 
Relig. of Nature Delin. Seft. v. 

Hobbes's Leviath. ch, xxxi. Chriſtianity as old 
as the creation, p. 115. 116, for even the op- 
poſers of divine Revelation own this, 
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himſelf (as he has opportunity) with ſome re · 
gular chriſtian ſociety, and unite with them, 
in all the ordinances and duties that God has 

promiſed to bleſs to thofe important ends. 
But then he ſhould take parucular care, to 
be acquainted with the nature, and de/agn of 
ſuch /octettes ; and the reſpective duties of 
their officers, and members; and do what be 
does, from a principle of love to Gad, and 
religion, that he may offer to him a rea/ona- 
ble ſer vice, and fill up his place with propriety 
and honour; with advantage to himſelf and 
the community. Here it is that too many 
fail —They enter into the ſacred and intereſt» 
ing relation of church fellowſhip, without 
knowing, at leaſt without duly conſidering. 
the reaſons why, or the ends for which they 
do ſo. An aſſectation of extraordinary {ance 
tity, and deſire of the applauſe of men; the 
gratifying an ignorant enthuſiaſtic. zeal ; or 
the engaging deep in the. little intereſt of a 
party —are, it is to be feared, too oſten the 
ruling motives in this caſe : at beſt they look 
upon it, as litile more than entiling them to 
| the 
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the Lord's Table; and not as engaging thera | 
in any ſpecial relation and duty to the lociety 
they commune with, in particular, and all 
other truly chriſtian ſocieties in general, and 
Jaying them under 'many peculiar obligations 
to exemplary purity in heart and life, as it 
moſt certainly does. And when this happens 
to be the caſe of the greateſt and moſt conſi- 
derable part of any religious ſociety, either a 
coldnels and inattention to their common in- 
tereſt, will bring upon them an inſenſible, 
yet ſure” diſſolution; or ſpiritual pride, en- 
vious enmlations, angry contentions, and un- 
charitable Neparations | tear them to pieces, to 
the great diſhonour- of the chriſtian name; 
and the ruin of that chriſtian charity, which 
it is the particular deſign of ſuch nſtitutions 
to promote. 888 , 8 
The intention of theſe papers therefore, i is 
not to cenſure any particular ſorm of church 
government, which” obtains amongſt prote/- 
lants; but to contribute, if poſſible, towards 
the cure of the above mentioned evils, where 
they are, the preventing them where they 
are 


N 


endeavoured to give my reader as {criptural 
a mew as I could, of the nature, form and or- 
der of a chriſtian church, as neceſſary to my 


. deſign in general; yet what I have more 
largely and particularly inſiſted on, is, the 


ends and duties of the chriſtian profeſſion in ge- 
neral, and church relation in particular, (whielt 


are in the main the ſame in all forms)—Dhat 
if poſſible 1 might engage his attention, to 


things eſſential to the being and growth of fo-/ 
lid religion; moderate his zeaF for mere 


modes and opinions; cheriſn his benevolente 


and charity with reſpect to other Chriſtians; 
—And, if need be, convince hint of the utter” 
inconſiſtency of a bigotted narrowneſs of ſpi- 
rit, with the deſign of providence in making 
religion a ſocial intereſt and concern. 

I hope therefore, inſtead of making what 
I here lay before him, an occaſion of wrang-" 
ling difputes about church government and 


power, &c. (which have too much troubled f 
the church already) He will confiderit rather 


as a compendious Hem of Chriſtian duties ac- 
* * knowledged 


are not; and the advancement of real picty | 
and goodneſs amongſt all: — for tho“ 1 have 
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knowledged by all; the principal of which 
he will find, under the ſeveral propoſitions 
relating to the work and buſineſs of a church, 
its officers and members ; their reſpeftive, 
qualifications, and what they owe to one ano- 
ther, to other churches, and to the world; 
which I have given him from the ſcrip- 
tures, in words at length, not to prevent his 
looking into the bible, but to encourage him 
in that important duty, by convincing him, 
from theſe ſpecimens, of the excellency and 
uſefulneſs of that divine book, as graciouſly 
given us, for reproof, for correction, and in- 
Atruction, in all righteouſneſs. 

As to diſputable matters, not eſſential to 
religion, I have endeavoured to treat them | 
with moderation, and defire my reader to 
peruſe them without prejudice, be open to 
conviction, and when he differs from me, do 

it with the ſame candour and charity with 
which I differ from him; and make the beſt. 
of his own plan, in the ſupport and propaga- 

tion of real piety and virtue, till he is con- 
vinced that he has found a better. bs 


* Iam 
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I am ſenſible the more ſtudious and intel - 
ligent teader, is acquainted with many bet- 
ter treatiſes on this ſubjett; but they are ei- 
ther ſo large, as not to come within the com- 
paſs of the time and capacity, or ſo very ſhort, 
as not to anſwer the expectation or neceſſity 
of the common Chriſhan, for whom, fprencs-. 
pally, I write.—I have therefore endeavour- 
ed at a ſuitable medium, in a method intirely 
nem; which I hope, though leſs entertaining 
to: /ome, will not be found leſs adapted to the 
ſolid information, and real ſervice of thoſe, 
who are defirous of being uſeful and orna- 
mental members of any particular church of 
Chriſt, and are ſenſible of the want of ſuch 
help as is here intended them. For, thougly 
I have not entered into the ſubjett argumen- 
tatively, except here and there briefly in the 
notes, (as indeed my method and compals 
would not allow me to do) yet, if any plain 
Chriſtian, will but properly exerciſe bis own 
reflections upon the materials he here finds; 
and, when neceſſary, take in the aſſiſtance of 
his more judicious friends, he will be able, 
not only to ſupply that deficiency,. but an- 
Be | ſwer. 
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ſwer the end of his enquiries, perhaps more 
to his ſatisfaction upon the whole, as he will 
be thereby led to his concluſions, not ſo much 
by mere human argument, as divine authority. 
To conclude, as the civil, ſpiritual, tem- 
poral, and eternal happineſs of mankind; and 
the credit of our holy religion in the world, 
depend /o nuch upon the good order, real 
holineſs, ſencere and fervent charity, of Chriſ- 
tian churches ; I moſt heartily wiſh they could 
by any means, be prevailed upon to attend 
to theſe important things, with more ſerious 
and cordial concern, We ourſelves complain 
(and that juſtly) of coldneſs, formality, difor- 
der, and declenſions in vital religion, as pre- 
vailing amongſt us ; the free-thinkers, and in- 
fidels of the age, look upon all our churches, 
with the utmoſt contempt: and repreſent 
them as mere creatures of crafty prieſts, the 
:dols of their infatuated mobs, the-ſupports of 
their tyranny and ambition ; or little nurſeries 
of ſenſeleſs enthuſiaſm, bigotry, ſuperſtition, - 
and mad zeal.— Would to God we had never 
given any occaſion. for ſuch repreſentations ! 
But, could we but once be brought to think. 
125K and 
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and act, agreeably to che true ſpirit and ge · 
nius of the goſpel; to place religion, not in 
the little noſlrums and peculiarities a party; 
but in fincere repentance towards God, lively 
faith in our Lord Feſus, and the ſolid genuine 
fruits thereof in the works of piety, rigſiteou . 
neſs, benevolence, charity.—Inſtead of vio- 
lently compelling one another to #niformity 
in leſſer matters; could we learn to differ in 
opinion, without dividing in affeftion ; op- 
poſe one another in meekne/5, forbear one ano- 
ther in love, and receive with Chriſtian ten- 
derneſs the 'weak'in faith; or, inflead of 
ſpending our religious zeal upon modes and 
forms, and things indifferent, unite and em- 
ploy it in promoting rea! Chriſttan knowledge, 
and following after that peace and holine/s, 
without which no man ſhall /ee the Lord. 
— Were our churches all formed upon ſuch 
principles, and attuated by ſuch a ſpirit, they 
would ſoon find (even though in other re- 
ſpets they continued fill in their different 
forms) the God of holineſs and peace dwel- 
ling amongſt them—religion revive the gol- 
pel minifiry honoured and - bleſſed; And 

B 3 -. thus, 
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thus, to their unſpeakable. ſatisfaction and 
comfort, and the utter confuſion of the igno- 
rance of thoſe fooliſh men, who delight to re- 
proach them—they would indeed appear to 
be, what they were originally deſigned to be,* 
ſeminaries of divine knowledge, truth, love, 
piety, and every virtue—living witneſſes of 
the great mercy and love of God to men.— 
The brighteſt ornaments of the world, and the 
greateſt bleſſings to it. 

ABINGDON, { Berks, ) 


Jan. 26, 1758. 

P. S. The Reader is deſired to 4a 
That ſeveral of the texts produced, are not 
intended as direct proofs of their reſpective 
Propoſitions, but rather as illuſſrations only. 
And that the few things quoted from Cle- 
mens, and Ignatius, &c. are deſigned juſt to 
hint at the ſimplicity of thoſe times, and how 
nearly the conſtitution of thetr churches 

agreed 

* Pſal, xlv. 9, &c. Pſal, xlviii. 3. Pal. 
Ixxxvii. 2, g. Ephel. ii. 21. Phil. ii. 15, 16. 
Rev. i. 20. Chap. xxi. 2, to the end, will 
abundantly illuſtrate and confirm theſe ſenti- 
ments. 
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agreed with that which we find in the holy 
ſcriptures, and which in the following pages 
is (I think) delineated from them. (They that 
would ſee more of this may conſult Lord 
King's Enquiry.) 

And laſtly, though argument was not my 
deſign, yet I have been obliged to add a few 
things in that form here and there by way of 
note, as neceſſary to explain and defend my 
meaning; which I have done with the ſin- 
cere intention of promoting the intereſt of 
truth, and the honour of religion, | without re- 
gard to any party whatſoever and which 
therefore I would have underſtood, as eluci- 
dating hints, rather than peremptory diftates; 
or as propoſals of my preſent ſentiments, to 
the conſideration of the more judicious and 
candid reader; ſentiments which, after twenty 
years further conſideration, I have yet ſeen 
no reaſon to depart from, in any thing mate- 
rial. 


ABINGDON, May 16, 1778. 
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Of the Church in generaliæ 

E Greek word (xaos) commonly 
tranſlated church, & originally ſignifies 

any convocation or af/embly of people, cirtl 
or 

® The Engliſh word church, as the Scotch 
Hy, is thought to come from the Greek 
(505 %“ the houſe of the Lord, and fo is 
applicable to the place of worſhip ; as perhaps, 
Acts xix; 37. Though it is never uſed in 
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or religious; and is uſed even in ſcripture, © 
ſometimes in that general ſenſe; as Acts xix. 
32, 39, 41. where it is tranſlated aſſembly, and 
denotes not only a lawful court of judicature, 
| as ver. 39. but alſo the diſorderly multitude 
brought together by Demetrius, ver. 32. and 
41. Though for the moſt part the ſacred 
writers intend by it a religious ſociety or 
congregation. And thus ſometimes it ſtands— 


I. For the whole number of the truly pioms, 
or peculiar people of God, who ſincerely love 
and obey him, which is properly and emi- 
nently THE CHURCH, the myſtical body of 
Chriſt, given him by the Father before the 
world began — purchaſed with his own 
blood; called, ſanRifed, preſerved by his 

wy word 


that ſenſe in the New Teſtament in any other 
paſſage, as I remember, except 1 Cor, xi. 18. beſo 
underſtood —The people are called the houſe and 
church of God, 1 Tim, iii. 1 5,—Vuringa, de ſynag. 

vet. part. 1. chap, i. &c. has a long and elabo- 
rate diſſertation on theword «x2y7ix. See allo | 
| Spankem, Dub, Evan, vol. 2d. Dub. 77. 
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word and Spirit in time, and glorified with 
him in eternity—W hich. may be called the 
real or invsſible catholic or univerſal church; 
part of which is triumphant in Pex and 
part militant on earth. | 
Heb. xii. 23. The general ofſembly and 
church of the firſt born, —Col. i. 18. And 
e is the head of the body, the church —John 
xvii. 2. That he ſhould give eternal life to as 
many as thou haſt given him. Ephel. i. 4. 
"Choſen us in him before the foundatton of the 
world.—AAs xx. 28. The church of God 
which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood. 2 Thefl. ii. 13. God hath from the 
beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
ſandtification of the ſpirit, and belief of the 
truth, 1 Pet. i. 5. Kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation. John 


.- + 


* We have reaſon to believe that there are 
many true and proper members of the church, 
taken in this ſenſe, that are not actually 
joined in 'church-fellowſhip to any particular 
Chriſtian ſociety. See Dr. Jortin's Diff on the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion. 
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_ Invil-24- I will that they alſo whom-thou, 
. ' haft given me be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory. Heb. xii. 2g. 
Te ſpurits of juſt men malle perfect. Ephel. 
ii. 15. Of whom the whole Jamily in heaven 
| and earth i is named. 


II. At other times the word church, de- 
notes the whole body of thoſe that make any 
viſchle profeſſion of a religious regard to the 
revealed will of. God, and ſubjection to his 
more ſpecial authority, and government; of 
which ſome have the real power, others only 
the Vorm of godlineſs ; and which may be 
called the apparent or vi/ible catholic & church, 

Heb. ii. 12. In the midſt of the church 

will I „ng praiſe. 1 Cor. xij. 12, 28. 

The body is one—the church. Epheſ. iii. 

10, 21. Known by the church Glory in 

the church, Matt. xxv. 1, 2. The kingdom 
/ heavens like unto ten virgins, five of them 

were 


* By viſible is here meant, what falls under 


human cognizance and judgment, as before by 
znvifible, the contrary, 
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mere wiſe; and five were fooliſh. Mat. xx. 
16, Many be called but few choſen. Mat. 
| xxiz. 11. And-when the king came in to ſee 
| the gueſts," he ſaw there à man that had not 
on a wedding garment. See alſo Mat. xiii. 
24. 30. Acts xi. 47. And the Lord added 

to the Church ſuch as en be en, 


III. W the nou: church donates 
only one particular ſociety of Chriſtians, pro- 


feſſedly devoted to God, according to the 


rules of the goſpel, uſually meeting for di- 
vine worſhip in one place; or to ſpeak 
more exattly and fully A company of 


« perſons profeſſedly ſeparating. themſelves 
«* from the ſinful ways of the world, in 


„ obedience - to the call of the goſpel ; be- 


« leving in Chriſt as their Saviour, ſub- 


« jefting themſelves to him as their ſpiri- 
„% tual Lord and Ruler, voluntarily agreeing 
„together, to partake of the privileges, 
« diſcharge the duties, and ſupport the means 
of Chriſtian faith, worſhip and holineſs ; 
« making the holy ſcriptures the ſovereign 
* and infallible rule of their religious opi- 
* nions 
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„ nions and praftice ; uniting in the ſame; 
« general form of government, and uſually 
« meeting together at one and the ſame time 
« and place, for public religious exerciſes; 
„ which may be called a particular - vi/ible 
* chriſtzan church, of which there is frequent 
mention inthe New Teſtament, and to which 
the following rules and obſervations prin- 
* cipally refer“. 


CHAP. 


* 1, IT 1s not to be ſuppoſed, that all who 
particular churches: under the 

formal appearance of that ſpiritual relation, are 
members indeed of Chriſt's ſpiritual body,—2. 


The above particulars ſeem neceſſary to deno- 


minate any chriſtian congregation, a true order- 
ly goſpel church ; yet where the efentials are held, 
though there be defects in the form, it is to be 
eſteemed a true though not an orderly church. 
Acts ii. 38, &c. Then Peter ſaid unto them, 
repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Chrift for the remiſſion of fins, for the promiſe 
is to you and your Children, and to all that are 
afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God 
all call :—T hen they that gladly received the word 
were ' baptzzed,—and there were added three thou- 
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4, Jand fouls. And they continued fledfaſt in the 
J Apoſile's doctrine, and breaking of bread and 
prayers ;—and all that believed were together 
praiſing God;—and the Lord added to the church 
uch as ſhould be faved. . 

1. This is a ſhort ſketch of the firſt viſible 
_ Chriſtian church, and of the chief principles or 
articles of their aſſociation and unity; which 
may very well ſerve for a general plan of e con- 
ſtitution to all churches. - 

N. . I will not. deny but that the aſſemblies 
of the people called Quakers may be 1 tho? de- 
feltive churches of Curtis. 

2. Tho' at the time, to which the fs texts 

refer, Chriſtians were not united in the form 
of a church, yet we have there the outlines of 
itsc onſtitution. | 
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CHA P. 1. 


Some general obſervations on the 4 hingviſking 
characters, nature, and conſlitution of a 
particular chriftian church. | 


| I. af er a particular chriſtian church, pro- 

perly conſiſteth of ſuch a number of 
perſons only, as is ſufficient to anſwer the ends 
of church fellowſhip, and may u/ually meet 
and worſhip together at the ſame time, in 
one convenient place®. 


: Gal , 


® N. B. 1ſt. The above deſcription of a parti- 
cular chriſtian church, is not very different from 
that in the 19th article of the Church of England ; 
viz. * a congregation of faithful men, in which 
« the true word of God is preached, and the 
« Sacraments duly adminiſtered, according to 
c Chriſt's ordinances, in all thoſe things that 
6& of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame.” 

2dly. Tertul. (exhort. de Caſt, chap. vii.) 
ſays Ubi tres eccleſia eſt, —three make a church,— 
But the ſcripture has fixed no preciſe number, 
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Gal. i. 22. The churches of Judea—Afts 
* viii. 1. chap. xiii. 1. The church at Feru- | 


falem—at Antioch. 1 Cor, xiv, 33- All 
the ee of the . Acts ix. gt. 
G6, | | "TRE 


( 


2 


gdly. That every ſuch particular cher is to- 


be eſteemed a part of the untverſal church, or 
general body called by that name; and whether 
there be few, or many of them at the ſame 
time in the world (if really churches of Chriſt) 
they have all the ſame common head, faith, 
laws, powers, privileges, —and therefore, 
though differing in leſſer matters, and not au- 


thoritatively ſubject to one another, may and 


ought to hold the Communion of ſaints with 


each other, as the means of preſerving and 
cheriſhing the common unity of the univerſal 
Church, —leeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond 


of peace; not only in reſpe& of themſelves, but of 


all true Chriſtians throughout the world, Their- 


being formed into diſtin communities being 


only intended for their better edification, and* 


not for the ſupporting oppaſite intereſts, and lit- 
tle eccleſiaſtical Factions, as too many ſeem to 


imagine. Epheſ. ii. 15, 21. John x: 16. (ſee the 


concluſion.) And thus every regular member 
and miniſter of the word; in any particular 
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Ne churches throughout . Judea, . Galilee, F 
Samaria. Rom. xvi. 5. The church in 
; thetr 


church, is in fact a member and miniſter of the 
church univerſal : and though under ſpeciat 
obligations to that particular church, yet hath a 
right to commune with, or miniſter to any 
other upon all proper occaſions, as parts of the, 
ſame whole. | 

- gthly.-Becauſe the Apoſtle ſays the churches in 
the plural, 1 Cor. xiv. g4, and yet directs his 
_ epiſtle to the churck in the ſingular, 1 Cor. i. 2. | 
Some think there were ſeveral churches of con- 
gregations at Corinth, united under one bie 
after the preſent Dioceſan form amongſt us. 
But it ſhould be obſerved (iſt.) there is no cer- 
tain mention made of any h/kop, or even elder, 
at that time in the church at Corinth; and it is 
queſtionable, whether there were any ſuch of- 
ficer or officers at that time appointed amongſt 
them, as this was not uſually done upon the 
firſt gathering of a church, f 

(2d.) That the Apoſtle wrote this epiſtle for - 
all the churches, though he addreſſed it particu- 
larly to them. 1 Cor. i. 2. 

(3d.) That as the members of the Corigthian | 
church were ſcattered up and down the city, 
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. their houſe. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Rey. i. 11. 


The os churches of AA (minor), 1 Cor. 


2 2 . XIV. 


and its adjacencies, they might ſometimes oc- 
caſionally aſſemble in different places, and in 
diſtin& congregations for particular convenien- 
cy, which aſſemblies might (in the more ge- 
neral ſenſe of the word) be called churches, yet 
more commonly, and upon all important and 
ſolemn occaſions, they might all meet at one 
time in one place; and from 1 Cor. xiv, 2g. chap. 


xi. 18, 28. it is evident they actually did ſo. 
And it ſeems ſo far from the genius of thoſe 
times, to unite ſeveral churches under one biſhop, 
that we find one church had feveral biſhops; . 


Ads xx. 16, 18. Philip. i. 1. The like may be 


noted in objection to the ſtrict Profoyterian ds. 


of government. 


sthly. The main queſtion I apprehend here 
is, whether one particular congregation of Chr. 
tians, who might meet together with all their 
officers in one place, at one time, for the ends of 


church-fellowſhip; or ſeveral ſuch congregations, 


who could not all ſo meet in one body, and yet 


were otherwiſe united under one epiſcopal or pro- 


byterial form of government, be properly a ch 
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xiv. 23. If therefore the whole church be (+ 
come together in one place. 


II. Such 


tian n Towards the juſt folutionef which 
it may not be amiſs to note farther, 
(1t.) That the number of chriſtians at Epheſus 
was very great in a little time after the goſpel 
was preached there, as appears from Ads xx. 
31. Chap, xix. 10, 20. 1 Cor, xvi. 8, 9. And 
that it is probable they ſometimes met in dif-. 
ferent parts of the city, in little diſlinct congre- 
gations; as for inſtance in the houſe of Aquila, 
where was a church as it is called, 1 Cor. xvi. 
19. compared with A&s xviii. 18, 19, 26. Rom. 
xvi. 3.— And yet, for aught appears to the con- 
trary, the whole might meet together in one 
place at once, —The whole is called the church of 
Epheſus, over which the Holy Ghoſt had ſet ſe- 
veral elders or biſhops. Acts xx, 17, 28. And 
though in the apoſtle John's time one of them 
might by common conſent be the chief or preſi- 
dent, and, therefore perhaps, called the angel of: - 
the church of Epheſus (as Rev. ii. 1.) yet they 
might ſtill be all of the ſame order and authori- 
ty,—From Epheſus the goſpel ſpread over Aſia. 
AR xix. 10. And ſeveral churches were conſti- 


Chap. 2. The church @ body; - 
II. Such a church, is a body diſtingu iſhed 


from the civil ſocieties of the world, by the 
ſpiritual nature and deſign of its conſtitution 
and government; and avowedly /eparated 


C 3 from, 


tuted at no great diſtance from it, which not- 
withſlanding are not ſpoken of in the ſcripture, 
as ſubject to the church there, or conjoined with 
it in the preſent Dioceſan or Preſtyterian form. 
And though it be allow'd, 

(ad.) That the church at eruſalem at the time 
ſpoken of in the acts of the Apoſtles, conſiſted 
of a great multitude, Acts i. 153. We read of 
120. As ii. 41. of gooo more. Acts iv. 4. of 
5000 more. Adds v. 14. of multitudes. Adds xxi. 
20. of many thouſands of Jews who believed, 
yet it ſhould be obſerved alſo that great numbers 
of theſe converts were only occaſionally at Jeru- 
ſalem, at the time of their converfon ; as ap- 
pears from Acts ii. g, 10,—They are ſtiled the 


church in the ſingular. Ads ii. 47. chap. viii. 


1. Chap. v. 11. Chap, xv. 4.—This church or 
multitude are called together; As vi. 2. and 
chap, xxi. 22.— This church is ſaid to re- 
ceive the deputation from Antioch, Acts xv. 4. 
And the whole church, as diſtingniſned from the 
apoſtles and elders, is ſaid to conſent to the de- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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and power of ſatan in the world: the mem- 
| bers 


cree, ver. 22,—This church had ſeveral elders, 
as appears, Afts xi. go, chap. xxi. 18, Amongſt 
theſe the apoſtle James indeed is particularized, 
but no mention made of any epiſcopal power 
that he exerciſed over the reſt of the elders; 
though it is probable he did occaſionally prefide 
at their meetings of buſineſs, Nor does it ap- 
pear to me that this church conſiſted of ſeveral 
diſtin& congregations, with their rpective Pref- 
byters, united under one proper preſbyterial govern- 
ment; otherwiſe than that the ſeveral elders of 
this church might occaſionally meet together, as 
a committee of the church, under the preſidence 
and direction of the apoſtolical authority, to 
prepare matters for a'gerieral conſideration and 
conſent ; as it is plain they did, A4 &v. 6, 22. 
And thus upon the whole, it appears to me. 
gd. That though the churches of Corinth, 
Eplieſus, Jeruſalem, &c. were very large, and 
ſometimes might meet in diſtinct bodies, in ſe- 
veral parts of their reſpective cities; -yet at 
other times, in matters of general concern, they 
met at once, in one place there, 1 Cor. xiv. 2g. 
And that if it had been the apoſtolic practice, 


ſeparate fromthe world, 1 
bers of this body proſeſſedly renouncing the 


Chap. 2. 


ſinful practices and maxims of the world, 


C4 and 


to unite the ſeveral diſtin& congregations with 
their officers, in one epiſcopal or preſoyterial go- 
vernment, all the churches in Fudea would na- 
turally have been included and formed into one 
ſuch church. —Thoſe of A %a into another, &c. 
and then we ſhould have read of the church of 
Fudea, the church of Aſia (as we. do now of the 
church of England, and the church of Scotland) in- 
ſtead. of the churches of Judea, Ala, &c. as we 
do read. 

(4) Nor does it appear to me from the TY 
lic fathers Clemens or Ignatius, that a chriſtian 
church in their time was any other than one fin- 
ple congregation, uſually meeting in one place at 
one time; or. that a biſhop #hen was any more than 
the prefident, paſtor or elder, of ſuch ſingle con- 
gregation, or pariſi as they were ſometimes ſtil- 
ed, as dwelling near together. Hence St. 
Clement addreſſes his epiſtle to the church 
(ragoxzre) horiſuag at Rome; tho' when the 
congregation was large, there: were more than 
one ſuch officer: St. Ignatius ſpeaks of the 
church at Philadelphia, as having  Oownqun, 
v tis , Gps TW Tpeg/Sulaprc g Tor A]! 
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and devoting themſelves to God through \ | 
Chriſt, in n obedience to the call of the goſ- 


pel, 


i. e. One altar, as one bijhop, together with Aer 
bytery and deacons. Ep. ad Phil. ch. iii. See alſo 
Epiſl. ad Tral. ch. i. iii. Nor will the candid 
advocates for the preſent Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 
deny, but that the mode of one biſhop to one 
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church obtained in the firſt ages. Bochart in his 


epiſtle to Dr. Morley, has theſe remarkable 
words ReQe obſervat vir doctiſſimus, in 
eꝛpiſcopatu tria eſſe quæ non ſunt confunden- 
« da; mpeofuripier ſeu paſtorale Munus, quod 
< Epiſcopis ſcriptura tribuit ;  urspox»» five. emi- 
„ nentiam in reliquos Paſtores, quam illis con- 
& ceſſit Eccleſia vetus; et dominatum in Do- 
„ mini cleros, quem in hec ſæculorum fæce 
% nonnulli proterve ſibi arrogarunt, Proinde 
primum eſſe divini juris; ſecundum eccleſiaſti- 
ce ci, tertium vero nullius, et meram Uſurpa-' 
© tionem, See chap. iii. prop. v'. 
But if the great ends of Social Religion, which 
are the advancement of evangelical piety and 
virtue, be anſwered, the mere form and manner of 
doing it cannot be of that vaſt importance ſome 
people imagine; tho“ that which is the moſt 
ſumple and eaſy, one would think ſhould be al- 


FRY and the hope of nt 1 according 


to its promiſes, 
John 


ways preferred, as beſt agreeing with the genius 
of the goſpel, and the original plan pointed out 
for our imitation by the practice of the apoſtles, 
and their immediate ſucceſſors. And here note 


1. That the church, or kingdom of Chnift, is 


very different from the kingdoms of this world. 
The church is a ſpiritual ſociety, whoſe buſineſs 


and privileges are of a ſpiritual nature. The 


kingdoms of this world relate to the temporal inter- 
eſt and rights of mankind. Vet 


2. No particular congregation of Chriſtians, 
or the whole Chriſtian church, is to be under- 
ſtood as a ſociety independent on, or contradiſtinct 
from the ſtate, or civil government of the coun- 
try where it exiſts, in any civil reſpects; or in re- 
gard of any of the duties the members thereof 
would otherwiſc owe thereunto, Rom. xiii. 1, 2. 


Kc. But is oppoſed to the moral pollutions and 


wickedneſs of the world; i. e. their eccleſiaſtical 
confederation muſt be always conſiſtent with 
their obligations as men, and with all their na- 


tural and political relations in life. Or in a 


word, the church is neither the creature nor the 


” 
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18 The church a body Chap. 3. 


John xviii. 36. My kingdom is not of this | 
world. ' See 2 Cor. x. 4» 2 Cor. vi. 17. 


rival of the ſtate; and though a ſpiritual kingdom, 
and in that reſpe& not of this world Vet, while 
in it, is ſubje& to all thoſe juſt laws and powers 
that God has ordained for the good government 
of the world: (See chap. iv. prop, iv. ſeR. g.) 

g. It may alſo be farther noted, that this de- 
ſcription agrees to all profeſſing Chriſtians in 
general, whether actually aſſociated in church- 
fellowſhip.or not They are, by that very pro- 


feſſion, to be reckoned under a different deno-—- 


mination from the reſt of the world. But it is 
more particularly and eſpecially the caſe of every 
regular Chriſtian ſociety. And the reader is 
deſired to obſerve the ſame in reſpett of the ap- 
plication of ſeveral of the ſcriptures hereafter 
quoted. 3 0 h 

4. Let it be farther particularly obſerved, 
That the papal church of Rome, which claims the 
title of the Horry cATHOLICK CHURCH, exclu- 
ſive of all others, is the moſt inconſiſtent of all 
with the ſcripture account of a geſpel church: and, 
indeed, in moſt things eſſential to the conſtitu- 
tion, unity, deſign, and purity of that holy body, 


Chap. 2: Separate from the world. 19 


Come out from amongſt them-and be ye ſepa- 
rate.” John xvii. 16. They are hot of the 
world, even as Tam not of the world. John 
xv. 19. I have choſen you out of the world. 
Rom. xii. 2. And be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed. Heb. xi. 19, 
15,'16. And confeſſed that they were ſtran- 


gers 


direflly oppoſed to it. Witneſs her pretended in- 
fallibility—The ſupremacy of her Pope—Her 


arrogant claĩms of power over the conſciences of 


men, and even the ſeriptures of God Her af- 
fectation of worldly pomp and grandeur, and 
endeavours to ſupport it by the arts of carnal 
and wicked policy—Her moft abominable ido- 
latries and ſuperſtitions ; and her cruel and 
bloody perſecutions of the fincere lovers, -and 
conſcentious followers of Jzsvs Cunisr,—S6 
that even the-world itſelf, in the bad ſenſe of the 
word, -or as the kingdom of Satan, 1s not more 
directly oppoſed to the true church of Chriſt, 
than this church of Rome; 1 mean as a church, for 
J ſpeak not of every individual in her outward 
communion, amongſt whom there are doubtleſs 
ſome truly pious members of Cur1sT's true 
church. 


go The church a body 


Chap. 65 


gers and pilgrims on e e a better 8 
country, even an heaventy. Phil. iii. 20. 
Dur converſation is in heaven. 2 The. ii. 
13, 14.— Salvation, whereunto he called you 
by one goſpel. 1 Pet. ii. 9. An fly nation, 
a peculiar people, — called out of darkneſs into 
marvellous light. 1 Cor. i. 2. Sanctiſied in 
Chriſt, and called. See Col. i. 13. Acts 


xxvi. 18, To turn _ from the ant of 
Satan unto God. 


In. They own Chriſt as their only Saviour, 
and the Sovereign of their conſciences; and his 
word as the only perfect and infallible rule 


of their faith and practice, in matters of reli- 
gion. 


Matt. i. 2 1. He ſhall ' ſave his people rom 
their | fins. Akts iv. 12. Neither ts there 
ſalvation in any other, Iſa. xlv. 21. A juſt 
| God, and a Saviour, and there is none be- 
| fide me. Gal. iii. 26. For ye are all the” 
children of God by faith in Chriſt Feſus." * 
Rom. x. 9. / thou. ſhalt confe/s with the © 
mouth the Lord Feſus: thou: ſhalt be ſaved. | 
Matt. xxiii. 9. For one is your maſter, even 


Chap. 2. /eparate from the world. 1 
chriſt. Acts x. 36. He is Lord of all. Col. 
i. 18. He is the head of the body, thechurch. 
Iſa. viii. 20. To the law and to the leſit- 
mony, if they ſpeak not according to this 
word, il is becauſe there is no light in them. 
Matt. xv. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for doctrines the commanaments of 
men, Gal, vi. 16. As many as walk by 


this rule, peace be upon them. See alſo 
Epheſ. ii. 20. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 


IV. Such a church is a voluntary ſociety,* 
formed by mutual agreement and conſedera- 


tion 


* By a voluntary ſociety, here, I don't mean, 
that men are under no obligation to embrace the 
goſpel when propoſed to them Nor that it is a 
matter of indifference, whether (having em- 
braced the goſpel as a divine revelation) they 
Join themſelves to any Chriſtian ſociety; for 
theſe are both evident, though not equally im- 
portant duties: but I mean that the embracing /' 

the Chriſtian religion in general, and the con- 
necting ourſelves with ſome Chriſtian ſociety in 
particular, ſhould be matter of rational choice, 
and not of combulſion; the effect of inward con- 


22 The church body. Chap. :. 


| W of the ſame general antics! = 
of faith, and order—ſubmiſſion. to Chriſt by 

the ſame common ſign or token of devotion 
- to God, viz. baptiſm with water in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit, giving them- 
ſelves up to the Lord and to one another in 
the Lord, meeting together at time and place 
appointed for religious worlhip, as frequently 
and conſtantly as-is convenient and neceſſary 
to anſwer the ends of public religion. 


1 is a voluntary ſociety, formed by mu- 
tual agreement, &c.“ Aa WET 


vicons, and not outward violence, Nor does this 
propoſition teſpect the church in general, but 
the conſtitution of parlicular ſocieties. Sed nee 
religonis oft cogere neligionem, ques Ponte ſuſeip 


debeat non vi. 
Tertul. ad Scapulam. 


* So that a perſon becomes a member of aux 
S particular church, by his propoſing or declering 
nis deſire and willingneſs to unite with it in the 
order of the goſpel, and to hold communion 
with it in all its ſpecial ordinances; and by the 
members of the church lignifying their accep- 


Chap- 2: A voluntary factety. 23 


Ass ii. 44. 4nd all that. belieued were 
together, ver. 46. with one accord. Rom. 
xv. 7. Receive ye one another. Iſa. Ixiv. 


6. One ſhall ſay I am the Lord and ano- 
ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the. 


Lord. Rom. xv. 6, That qe with one 
mouth glorify God. 


1 


2. Profeſſion of the ſame general faith, 


hope, and order.“ 


\ Ephe l. | 


tance of the propoſal. And as this very tranſac- 
tion implies in it the nature of a covenant, or 
mutual compact and ſtipulation, for all the reſpec- 
tive duties and privileges of that relation ;—lIt 


appears to me therefore fuficient for the purpoſe, 


without a formal aſſent and conſent to a written 
* 2, Without ſome tolerable agreement in ſen- 


timents in reſpect of the effentzal articles of the 


Chriſtian faith, there can be no proper unity, 


and very little edification and comfort expected 


in a church relation. Though great care ſhould 
be taken not to impoſe unſcriptural terms of com- 
munion, or to inſiſt upon a uniformity in every 


little nicety about the mere circumſtances of 


#1 
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. 
Epheſ. iv. 5 One Lord, one faith. ver. 

4. One hope if your calling. 1 Cor. i. 10. 

I beſeech you brethren that ye all ſpeal ile 
5 thing, and that there be no diviſions 

among ſt you, but that you be perfectly joined 

| together in one mind, and one judgment. 

2 Cor. ix. 19. Your profeſſed Ann, to 


the goſpel of Chriſt 


3. Submiſſion to the ſame token of Jebel 


_ tion to Chriſt, viz. * 1/m. 


Epheſ. iv. 5. One bapti/m. Matt, xxviii. 


109. Co teach all nations, baptizing them in 


the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

_ of the Holy Ghoſl. Gal. iii. 27. As many) 

as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
it 7 


on 


faith and worſhip; for elſe ſome welk, ſincere | 
conſcienees muſt be hurt, or the peace and 
unity of the church be broken.—See' prop. v. 
ſect. g. The bond of this unity in a particular 
church is the ſame as that of the church univer:- . 
fal, viz. Their being brought by one ſpirit to 
centre in Chriſt as their only Saviour, and the 
practice of the ſame common duties * _ 
Chriſtian life, 


, x — 1 : — 1 N — ” 
che. 4 S = 


on Cüriſt. Ad viii. 13. Aud when they 

believed, they were baptized, botk meg and 
women. Akts viii. g6. See here ts water, 
what doth hinder me 3 
n 


4. Giving themes u. Lade. 
another “ in the Lor. 
2 Cor. viii. 3. But farſt. . 
to the Lord, and to us by the- will of God. . 
Rom. xv. 7% Receive ye- one | another. 
Als v. 14. Believers were Age to the. 
es. . | 2 


5. Meeting together at one time ad > | 
tar religious worſhip, as frequently and con- 
ſtantly as may be convenient and nere to 
anſwer the ends of. public religion. 

1 Cor. xiv, 23+ if therefore the whole 
church. be came ner in one flace. Heb. 


Xx. 25. 


71, That is, they profeſs to devote em- 
ſelves to the ſervice of God, and to re- 
ceive, and treat one another as Chriſtiatis, and 
brethren in the faith and hope of ih. goſpel. 


a6 FProfeſs the ſame faith, Sc. a Chap. 2, 


X. ag; Not forſaking the oſſentling ourſelves | 
ks oct as (he mayer 9 fone's 1a. 


| v. The iba *of church-ſelowſki les, 

in partaking of the ſame ſpirit and grace of 

: Chriſt—ſlanding i in the ſame relation to him 
—enjoying his ſpiritual preſence in the fame 
_ ordinances—performing the ſame common 
duties, with unity of heart and affection— 
and in the expeQation of the ſame mn 
r e Yo 


1. In 3 of the ane Spirit or”. 
Chriſt. 


1 Cor. vi. 17. He that is joined 10 the 
Lord is one ſpirit: John i. 16. And of his 
— have all we received, and grace 
Jor grace, Rom. viii. 1 1 any man 
have not the Spirit of Chrift, he ts none of 
his. Iſa. lix. 21. This is my covenant with 
; them, 


* By efence here, I mean tbe main dm 
and reaſon on which church - fellow ſhip - de- 
pends; and that in which it chiefly conhſteth, 
or ought to conſiſt. 


Chap. 2. Effence of thurch Jellowſhip. uy 

- them, ſaith the Lord. my Spirit that is upon 
thee, and my words which I have put i in thy 
my JOY not 1 for ever. 


2. Sending in the ſame relation to him. 
Gal. iii. 28. You are all one in Chrift 
 Fefus. 1 Cor. xii. 14. For by one ſpiris 
we are all baptized into one body. Rom. 
| Xi. 3. So we being many. are one body, in 
 Chriſt,, and every ane members of one another. 
Rom. vili. 17. I children then heirs, heirs 
: of God, ang joint hexr s with . 


8 Enjoying his foiritual. ſa in the 

ſame ordinances, and performing the ſame 
common duties, with unity of heart. 

1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The cup of bleſſing 

which we bleſs is it not the communion of the 

_ blood of Chriſt *—The bread which we break 

| 1 it not the communion of the body of Chriſt? 

—for we being many are one bread and one 

_ body; or we are all partakers of one bread. 

Adds ii. 42. And they continued fledfaft in tie 

Vale dedrine, and fellowſhip, and in breaks. 


Ds. T n 


| «As 1 Atte l. 4. ö 
| They all continued with one accord in ſuppli- 
cations and prayerss Afs iv. ga. Jhe 
multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart, and one ſoul. Matt. xxviii. 20. 
I T am with you alway, even unto the end 
* rene E Xo Js + All eat the 


2 - And therefore it appears to me, that the 
forms and modes of worſhip obſerved in every 
ehurch, ſhould be as plain and ſcriptural as pof- 
fible : that none who are weak, yet fincere, 
may be embarraſſed and ſtumbled,—nor any 
occaſion of contention and diſcord be adminiſ- 
tred ;—and on the other hand, none ſhould in- 
dulge a \whimfical 'nigety about things andif- 
ferent ; but all endeavour to practiſe mutual | 
forbearance and charity; for though. in our 
; preſent ſtate of imperfeRion it is impoſſible we 
ſhould be all of one opinion or judgment, in 
every point of religion; yet we may be one in 
| true Chriſtian condeſcenfion, affettion and love; 
and to that our common relation to Chriſt, par- 
ticipation of his ſpirit, and hope of eternal life 
oblige us. See Epheſ. iv. g, 6. See prop. iv. 
ſekt. ad. note there, and the concluſion, 


Chap: #: Eu, of church fm 20 


Jan rie meat—all drink e 
n 1 2d 


4. Andin the expedition of te ſame go 
rious immortality. 

Epheſ. iv. 3. Ove hit of your ins. 
Col. i. 27. Chriſt in you the hope of glory. 
Tit. ii. 19. Looking for that bleffed hope. 
Heb. iii. 1. Partakers of the heavenly ca. 

ling. Gal. v. f. For we through the ſpi- 
E 
2 


VI. The chief 5 of church fellowſhip 
are—the preſervation of the faith, worſhip, 
and bleſſings of the guſpel in their power and 
purity—The fupport and encouragement of 
the public. miniſtry of the word, for the con- 
verſion of ſinners, and the-edification of the 
ſaints—And the continual manifeſtation of 
the wiſdom, power, grace 0-404 of te: 
by Chriſt in the world. 1 a 


1. The 9 of whe faith of the 
goſpel 


% Buds gf church fellowſhip. Chap. 8. 


| Rom. iii. 2. To them were committed ile 

+ eraclesof God, Phil. i. 27. Striving tage- 

ther for the faith of the goſpel. 1 Cor. xi, 

= . And keep the ordinances as 1 have dai 

: * them unto you. eng | 
2. The SHE and encouragement of a 

public nn for cen and — | 

uon. 

. Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. "A 
tles, fome prophets —/fome paſlors and teac - 
ers for the work of the miniſtry—for the 
edifying the body of Crit. Pſal. Ixxxvii. 
5. And of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, This and 
that man was born in her. 1 Pet. i. 23. 
Born, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incor- 

| ruptible by the word of God. ver. 25. And 

-this is the word, which by EE us, 
preached unto you. a 


g. For manifeſting the grace Phe Fo. of, 
God in the world. | 

Epheſ. iii. 10. To the intent that now 

might be made known, by the church, the 


man! 1 wiſdom of God, ver, 21,-To hin 
be 


Chap: a. Advantages of church fellowſhip. 31 
| be glory in the church," by Jeſus cu 


Rev. i. 20. | 


VII. The chief advantages of church fel- | 
lowſhip, are drawing near to God in ſpecial 
ordinances,—and that under ſpecial promiſes 
of his preſence, and blefling,—the having 
many ſpecial obligations and encouragements 
to holineſs from their own ſolemn vows 
and promiſes; the care; watchfulneſs, admo- 

itions, counſels, prayers, example, and all 
other ſpiritual aſſiſtance of their miniſters and 
fellow' members; to which they have a ſpe- 
cial right and title. together with a joint in- 
tereſt in all the temporal poſſeſſions of the 
church. —and ſuch ſupport and relief, as 

they may through poverty at any time have 
D 4 occalion. 


0 Theſe 155 many other paſſages of ſcripture, 
though ſpoken of the 'church in general, are 
applicable to particular churches as parts of the 
whole, under the ſame government and blef- 
ſing; and conſtituted and preſerved in a viſible 
form for the ſame general ends. Rev. i. 20. 
And the ſeven candlefticks are the ſeven churches 


3 and the church is able — . 1 


them. 


4. Drawing ven to Godin * per W. 
nances. 
een To foe Soong 
by, 0 as. I kave ſeen thee in the ſanc- 
tuary; Pal. iP Hfel a iy | 
% meet ae thou. coulh 10 dwelt in the 
courts, —we: ſhall be ſatisfied with the good= 
neſs of thy houſe 5—1 Cor. x. 16. the cu 
; / bleſſing whith we bleſs, is it not the com- 
munion * blood of Chriſt? the bread 
| which 


* RING more ſpecial tance under the goſ- 
pel, are baptiſm, the Lord's ſapper, and church 
. diſcipline: which properly belong only to ſuck 
as more. particularly and ſolemnly devote them- 

ſelves to God in church communion. The reſt 


ſuch as hearing the word, public prayer and praiſe, 


belong to all in common that are willing to at- 


tend them; being the appointed means of their 
inſtruction in, and converſion to the —— 
tHolineſs of r 
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woch we -break ir t” erde auen of 
"the body of Chriſt ? | 


2. Under fpecial promiſes of his preſence 
and bleſſiog. _ 
Pal. Txxxvii. a. The Lord loveth the 
* Fates of Lion more than all the dwellings. g of 
Jacob, ver. 5. — Nie zig li himſelf ſhall efta- 
lun her. Iſa. lix. 21. My pirit, and my 
word ſhall not depart out of thee : Mat. 
"Xviii. 20. For where two or three are g. 
*thered tog#ther in n name, there am I in 
_ "the midſt of them. Pſal. oxxxii. 25. I will 
abundantly bleſs ker promjions, and ſatisfy 
ner poor with bread. Plal. xcii. 1g, 14. 
Theje that be planted in the houſt of the - 
Tord. ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our G; 
they ſhall bring forth fruit in old age 
they ſhall be fat and flouriſſung. Jer. xxiii. 4. 
_ T will ft ſhepherds over them that ſhall feed 


tem; neither ſhall they be lacking, faith the - 


Lord. Pf. cxxxii. 1g. For the Lord hath 
. "choſen Zion, he hath defired it for his habi- 
tation. '2 Cor. vi. 16. For ye are the temple 
of the living God, as Gol hath /ard, I will 

| dwell 


84 Advantages of church, — Chap. . 


duell i in them; and walk verge &c. . 


; ii. 21, 22. * 


5 Special obligations to holineſs. BS Fl 
1 Cor, iii. 16, 17, Know'ye not that ye 
are tlie temple of God ?—if any man defile the 


temple of God, him ſhall God deflroy : for 


the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are. chap. vi. 19. r 


| 4. From their own a folemn Vows s and pf0- ; 
miles. 


* 
: — 


"anda xi. g. I * e my N to. 


a Lord, and cannot go back —Pf. Ivi. 12: 


Thy vows are upon me O God + I will render 
praiſes. unto thee. See Deut. xxiii. 21, 28. 
Pf. Ixxvi. 11,—2 Tim. ii. 49. Let him that 


. nameth. the name of Feſus W 5 | 


quily. Rom. vi. g, 4+ 


5. The Firma aſſiſtance of their migi-' 


ſters and fellow members. * 


Jer. iii. 15. And I will giue you paſtors - 


which ſhall feed you with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding. James v. 16. Pray for ane 


another ;—the effetual * prayer of. a 


righteous 


i 


Chap: > Advantages of church fellowſkip 35 


_ righteous man availeth much. Heb. x. 24. 
Conſider one another io provokeunto love and 
good works. Pl. exli. 5. Let the righteous 


/mite me it ſhall be a kindneſs; ;—let him re- 
prove me il. ſhall be an excellent oil. 9 


6. Joint intereſt in the ebe — 
ſions, and charitable relief when needed. __ 
Act ii. 44, 45. All that believed were lo- 

gether and had all things in common, an 
ſold their goods and poſſeſſions, and parted . 
them to all men, as every man had need. 
Mat. xxvi. 11. Ye have the poor always 
/ with you. Gal. 1 il, 10. We remember the 
| Poor. WA $8, 3a 
VIII. The chief work * 1 kiſſes os 
church lies, in a due regard to the ordinances: - 
of divine worſhip, and godly diſcipline. 
* This common intereſt now muſt not be un- 
| derſtood of private property, but only of ſuch 
eſtates, and poſſeſſions as belong to the church, 
as a body or ſocietyn See note chap. 1 v. prop. 
1. and that no farther than the public uſes we 
mm.. ariſing therefrom, 


- _ P - * 
4 . 
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- Neve l. Worſhip God. Epheſ. ni. | + 
- vx; To-him be glory in the church 1 Cor. 


iv. 26, 40. Let all things Wandung 
ene wed! in eur. Ky 8 778 


I. Divine worſhip i in the Ba, conſilteth, 
—in prayer with thankſgiving,—ſinging the 
_ Praiſes of God. - doe adminiſtration oſ, and 
eee upon the word and ſacraments,. 
and contributions to the neceſſity of the 
ſants— 


. Prayer wich e 

1 Tim. i. 1. That firſt of all ſupplications, 45 
prayers and giving of thanks be made for all 
men. 1 Tim. it. 8. I will that men pray 
every where. Akts i. 14. Theſe all continued 
with one accord, with prayer and upplica- s 
tion. Phil. iv. 6. By prayer and /upplicas 
tion, with thankſgiving, let your requeſt be 
known wnto God. Pl. I. 14. Offer unto God 


thank/awving. Acts xii. 5. But prayer wer 
made for the church. 


2. Singing the praiſes of God; 

© Bf. xxv. 1. O come let us fing unto tie 
Verd. Pf, oxlix. 1. Sing unto the Lord a 
nw 


| Chaps. Bunge of a church. — 


neu ſong: in the congregation of ſaints. 
Epbel. v. 19. Speaking to. yourſelves in 
#/alms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, Irg- 
ing and making melody in your hearls to 
lie Lord. So Col. iii. 16. Mat. xxvi. go. 
And when they e an n. 5 


3: Attendance upon the due adminiſtration 
of the word and ſacraments s. 


* 
. 
»., ZI 


* That baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are di- 
vine inſtitutions deſigned to continue through 
all the ages of the church in this world, mut, 
one would think, plainly appear to every con- 
ſiderate unprejudiced reader of the ſcriptures. 

1. As to baptiſm. This rite was praftiſed by 
Joln the Baptiſt at the firſt opening of the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, to ſignify the free remiſſion of 
fins, to all true penitents through faith in the 
Meſſiah ; compare Mat, iii. 6, 7, with Akts ii. 
38. Chrift himſelf ſubmitted to this rite, as ad- 
miniſtred by John; not indeed with the ſame 
views, or to the ſame ends, with others; but as 
pointing out by his example, the duty of chriſ- 
tians in general :—He alſo gave his miniſters, a 
commiſſion and order, to baptize all the nations 
they * Mat. xxviii. 1 195 and from En iii. 


_— l _— 
nne 


—— — 
2 ä Wa 


= 
£2 

\ j 
I 
1 

U 


- 
— 88 _ — o 
* . ³˙¹W¹w I PE ES oor, ne 
* 


8 0000 e church.” Chaps 4. 
© | "Mat. xvi: 15. Go preach the goſpel to' | 


every creature, Mat. xxviti. 19. Go teach 


the father, &c. Mat. xiii. 4g. Who hath 


ears to hear let him hear. Akts xiii, 15, 16, 
38, 44. After the reading the law and the 


3. compared with AQs ii. 38, 42. chap« viii. 
12. Heb, x. 22, 1 Cor. vi. 11. It appears that 
being baptised was the common external token 
of ſubjection to Chriſt, and of a regular en- 
trance into his vi/ible church — And that this was 


underſtood of water baptiſm, is plain from the 
practice of the apoſtles and primitive miniſters, 


See Abts viii. g6, 37, g8. and Acts x, 47, 48. 


where water baptiſm is ſpoken of, as applicable 


with) the Holy Ghoſt before, and for that reaſon, 


And if this was to be practiſed in all nations 
where the goſpel was received, as our Lord de- 


clares, it muſt neceſſarily be a ſtanding inſtitu- 


tion in the church. —And this will farther ap- 


pear if we conſider that its reaſons, fignifications 


and uſes are, in the main, always the ſame ; ſuch 
as pardon and purification, ARts ii. 38. Acts xxii, 


16. 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21, Heb, x. 22. Union and 


communion with Chriſt, and participation of his 


: 


: 


© all nations, baptizing them in the name of 


.to thoſe who had received (or been baptized 


F 


* 


Chap. 2. Buſineſs of a church." © 9 


prophets. Paul flood uf and ſaid,.—ihroug l 
this man is preached unto you forgiveneſs of 
| fins ;—and the next ſabbath day came almoſt 
the whole city together, to hear the word of 
| Cod. —Luke xxii. 19. This do in remem- 
. of me. 1 Cor. . 26. As oft as ye 


eat 


ſpirit. 1 Cor, xii. 13, 14. our ſubjection to him. 
Gal. iii, 27, the Gkeneſs of his death and reſurrec- 
tion, and our intereſt therein, Rom, vi. 4, 8. 
2d, As to the Lord's Supper,—he himſelf in- 
timates that our eating and drinking therein is 


to be conſidered as an aft of religious worſhip, 
being performed with prayer and thankſgiving, 


and a particular remembrance of him, and eſpe- 
cially his death. Luke xxii. 19. And this the 


| apoſtle ſays he received of the Lord to deliver to 


the churches, and deſcribes the management of 
it. 1 Cor, xi, 23.,—calls it the Lord's Supper, ver. 


| 20, ſays it- is deſigned to ſhew fe orth, i. e. preſerve 


the lively remembrance of the Lord's death a- 


mongſt his people till he come, ver. 26. That the 
communion of the bread and wine fignifies, our 


participation of the benefits of his death, conſi- 
dered as a ſacrifice offered to God once for all, 


to take away our fins, and give life to our ſouls ; 


and that we are devoted to the ſervice, and 
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7 And contributions to the receſs of 
the faints. © et 
Heb. iii. 16. To'communicate forget not, 

N with Juch ſacrifices God ts. well pleaſed. 
1 Core. 


made partakers of the favour of that God to- 


whom it was offered. 1 Cor. x. 16, 18. He 
commands the Corinthians to keep the ardi- 


nances, particularly ts, of which he was then 
ſpeaking, 1 Cor. xi. 2, as he: had delivered them. 
And it is evident that the reaſons, ends, and be- 
nefits of this appointment, as much concern 
chriſtians in one, as in another age of the church; 
eſpecially the latter ages, as being more remote 
From the great tranſaction therein remembered 
and celebrated. And i it does alſo as particularly 
concern one church as another, for the apoſtle 
wrote not only to the Corinthians, but to all that 
call upon the name f the Lord Feſus. 1 Cor. i. 3. 
So that it is a duty incumbent upon all who ex- 
pet ſalvation by Chriſt; and wiſth- from their 
hearts to live in obedience to his goſpel, though 
ever ſo weak. in faith, contrary to the notions 


of ſome. over ſerupulous Chriſtians. 


Chap. . Buſineſs of a church. 4¹ 
1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Vom concerning the col- 
lection for the ſaints, —upon the firſt day of 
| the week let every one of you lay by him in 
flore. —AQs x. 4. Thy prayers and thy alms 
are come up for a memorial before Gad. 


II. Godly diſcipline, conſiſteth in due 
execution of the laws of Chriſt, given to the 
church, relative to the appointment of its of- 
ficers,—The reception, government, and ex- 
cluſion of its members, and the decent ma- 
nagement of all its affairs to its edification,— 

All which, with ſeveral other particulars, 
will be conſidered in the next chapter. 
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Some vaghs u rates foes: to the 
_ $omer, e and duties of. a. chriſtian 


church, ; i | 
$ 444 } 1 ERS 


1 HAT « every eaten church, rightly 
conſtituted, hath within itſelf full 
power and authority from the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the exerciſing all eccleſiaſtical dif- 
cipline, rule and government, and putting in 
execution all the laws of Chriſt, neceſſary to 


its own edification®, 


Heb. 


1. This right and power of particular 
churches ariſes from the very nature of their 
conſtitution, or theit being free and voluntary 


ſocieties —And this power is neceſſary to every 


particular church for its preſervation, and con- 
tinuance in the form of a ſociety, 1 Cor. v. 12. 
Ye judge thoſe within, God ſhall judge thoſe without. 

2, No church power, or authority, can ab- 
ſolve or excuſe any from the obedience due to 
magiſtrates, and'the juſt laws of their country, 


Chap. 3. 0f the power of « arch 43 


_ Heb. iii. 6. Chrift -as @ fon in his own 
r Epheſ. 1. 20, 22. The head of all 
| E 8 things 


nor any way interfere with the ſame : Though 
when thoſe magiſtrates and laws incroach upon 
the natural rights of conſcience, we ought to 
obey God tather than Wes * ae 1. n 
iv. * N . 

g. No church has any power from Chil, to 
puniſh the bodies, ſeize the property, or impti · 
ſon the petſons of their offending members, or 
to impoſe any thing upon their conſciences. The 

authority of ſuch ſocieties conſiſting only in bro - 
therly admonition, and reproof; or at moſt ſe- 
paration from the ſpeeial privileges of church 
fellowſhip with themfelues as is evident from 
the whole tenor of the rules and laws Chriſt 
has given them, and from the age: vie of __ 
primitive Chriſtiaus. Vet, 

4. As there are ſeveral circumſtantial and i in. | 
cidental things concerning the time, place, man- 1 
ner, &c. of worſhip, and the management of” 
the mere externals of religion, not exprefily pro- 
vided for by Jeſus Chtiſt, but left to human de- 
termination, and the prudemtial application of 
the general rule.— Let all things be done decently * 
and in order, to edification ; it neceſſarily follows, 


—  —— OOO — w — oOO> <A 


44 Of the power of a church Chap. 3 


- things to the NSA Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 
Kc. If. thy brother ſhall treſpaſs - againſt 


thee 


that churches have a power of preſcribing to 
themſelves ſuch particular methods, forms and 
rules, reſpe&ing theſe things, as they judge molt 
agreeable to that general rule, and the ends pro- 
poſed by it.— And accordingly we read in the 
apoſtle's time of the cuſtom of the churches, 1 


Cor, xi. 16.-Though no church has a power of 


binding ſuch forms, &c. upon the conſciences of 


thoſe that think differently about them. . 
5 5+ But this power does not appear to me from 


the ſcriptures, to be given to the ſhops or elders, 
without the people, or to the people, without the 


biſhops or elders, but to the whole body; though an 


executive power, muſt, if there'be any order, be 


neceſſarily lodged with the biſhops or glders, by 
conſent of the church. See chap. iii. prop. vii. 
ſec. 2. note. and prop. viii. And that this was 
| the ſtate of the church with reſpe& to the power 


of the people even in the third century, ap- 


pears from many paſſages in the epiſtles of Cy-. 


prin, particularly. Efrift, 14. ect. 4. Pp. 33» Bp» 
of Oxford's edit. and cepift. 67. feld. 2. page 171. 


172. 


Chap. g · Of the power of a church. . © 45 


thee tell him alone (a) if he neglect to hear - 
thee, take one or two more ;—if he neglect 10 
hear them, tell it unto the CHURCH (b); om 
if he negle to hear the Church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. © 
What/oever ye bind (e) on earth ſhall be 
bound in heaven; and whatſoever ye looſe 
on carth ſhall be looſed in heaven ;—for where 
two or three are gathered together in my name 
there am I in the midſt of them. Acts xv. 
22, 253.— t pleaſed the apoſtles and elders 
with the whole church, to /end choſen men, 
ſaying, it ſeemed good unto us, aſſembled | 
with one accord, &c. 1 Cor. v. 4. In lie 
name of the Lord Feſus, when ye [the church 
of Corinth} are gathered together, to deliuer 
ſuch a one to Satan (d). 2 Thel. iii. 6. 
Me command you brethren that ye withdraw. 
yourſelves from every brother that walketh 
diſorderly, Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. He gave, 
ſome apoſtles, —prophets,--- -paſtors,---teachess, 
for the edifying the body of . Adds vi. 
ie e Brethrein 


1 


(a) This e ee of ee the offendiag 
brother of his offence alone, ſeems. only to re- 


ch, 


g · Brethren look ye out from among you 
even men, &c. 


II. Nowithitanding the independency of 
particular churches, it is oftentimes” . neceſſary 
or at leaſt prudent for them, in order to the 
promoting the common intereſt of religion, 
their own mutual comfort, purity, and edi- 

HERO 


.% TL i AN 
rae ſuch l as may nn e man, 
and man, or ſuch fins againſt God as are known 
to the offended brother, but not to others; and 
therefore muſt not be made a rule for more 8 . 
lic offences. 

(6) By the hunk here ſome will have it we 
are to underſtand the ſankedrim, or ſome public 
court of civil judicature, which if the offender 
would not regard, he might be proſecuted in the 
Roman courts as if he was a mere heathen ; and 
_ conſequently that this was a rule for the conduct 
of the diſciples at that preſent time only, and 
not for the conduct of a chriſtian church, which 
they ſay had no exiſtence when this rule was 
given.— Io which it may be reply'd, That this 
1s a very unwarrantable interpretation of the 
ieh in the caſe and circumſtances before us. 
hat it is very improbable Chriſt ſhould give 


46 Power ond aſſoc. of churches. 


| Chap: g- Aer. and ffcers of @ thareh, 47 


fication, to hold ſpecial cotreſpondence, and 
the communton of ſaints with each other, and 
unite their counſels by the /ocial meeting of 
their reſpective elders and meſſengers by agree- 
ment; provided they aſſume no arbitrary ju- 

E 4 riſdiction, 


his diſciples a rule in reſpett of an economy 
that was juſt going to ceaſe. But that it was no 
unuſual thing with him to ſpeak proleptically, 
or by way of anticipation, or give rules for the 
after conduct of his diſciples, as he evidently 
does in the 18th and following verſes. That the 
power of the church here is at moſt rejection 
from their communion or brotherly relation, 
which does not agree with the nature of a civil 
court of judicature : And that as this paſſage is 
ſo evidently connected with the 18th and fol 
lowing verſes, the whole appears a very clear, 
conſiſtent and important declaration of the 
power and authority given to a chriſtian charch, 
and a rule for the exerciſe of it, for its purity . 
and edification. Though ſuppoſing this; I do 
not ſee that any church can from hence claim a 
power of excommunication againſt its members, 
for any differences amongſt them, where only 
human frailty, and not real immorality appears, 


ec. and officers of a'church. Chaps g. 


riſdiction, or. deciſive power and authority 
over any particular churches, or perſons, nor 
attempt any thing prejudicial to, or incon- 
nt whe their 20 _ _ liberties. 

i re 71 as 1 7 51 J : Acts 


as is too often the caſe, See Dr. Doddridge 5 note 
on this text, in his Fam. Epxof. . 

(c) As to the power of binding and . if it he x 
underſtood of the. church's cenſures, it can mean 
no more, I apprehend, than that ſo far as they 
are agreeable to the will of Chriſt and his laws, 
he will own them for the a_s of their oppo 


ment. 

(d) By delivering to ſatan, I Aude ſome te · 
ference may be had to the puniſhment peculiar 
to thoſe miraculous times and powers given to 
the church, or its extraordinary officers at 
leaſt; (compare AR. v. 1—11. chap. xiii, 6, 
&c. 1 Cor. iv. 21. 2 Cor x. 6, 8. chap. xiii. 
10.) But as the world lying in wickedneſs from 
which the. church is ſeparated, is in a ſenſe he 
kingdom of ſatan; ſo when any one is ſeparated 
from the church, he is. conſequently returned 

again to the world or. kingdom from whence he 
came; and in that reſpect may be ſaid to be de- 
livered to ſatan; which is juſt the ſame thing as 
what our Lord calls, his being to us as an fea- 


Chap. g. Officers of a chureh, who ebe. 49 


Adds xv. 2, 22. They (of Antioch ) de- 
others, ſhould go to Feruſalem';” and it pleaſ. 
ed the apoſiles, and elders, and the whole 
church [at Jeruſalem] to ſend choſen men to 
Antioch—upon the queſtion about circum- 
ciſion®, &c. Phil, i. 27. Striving. together 
for the faith of the goſpel. 1 Theſ. ii. 14. 
For ye, brethren, became followers. of the 
churches in Judea. 


III. That there be ſome, one or more in 
every particular church, inveſted with offi-. 
| cial 
then man and a publican —Though nin he is to 
be treated with all chriſtian compaſſion, and as 
having a right to all natural and civil duties and 
reſpect. See more chap. iii. under the head of 
Excommunication. | | 
* Thus in effect there was a fynodal afſembly, 
or aſſociation, held by the meſſengers, delegates, 
or deputies of the two firſt chriſtian churches; 
one of Jews from Jeruſalem, the other of Cen - 
tiles from Antzoch ; which I ſhould think is ſuf- 
ficient to authorize ſome ſpecial communion of 


churches for advice and counſel, " Moſheim, i 
Eccl. Hiſt. Cen. 2 chap. — . 


cial power, is neceſſary, and of divine ap- 
pointment, for the due adminiſtration of the 
word and ſacraments; the maintaining due 
order in the church, and due execution of 
en of * * \ . 00 \ ; 


© As ſows viticlal/power and authority, is of 
divine appointment, to continue in the church, 
till the whole be perfected; fo there muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be a ſucceſſion of perſons qualified for it 
and inveſted with it; — But which ſucceſſion, as 
to what is eſſential to it, appears to me to de- 
pend entirely upon the preſence of Chriſt ;-the 
gifts and graces of his Spirit; and the force of 
his laws, always continued in the church; and 
ſuch an orderly exerciſe of the power he has 
given it, for the appointment and conſtitution: 
of ſuch qualified perſons, as its condition and 
circumſtances will admit; and which is as real 
and effectual in every particular church, as in 
the whole body, as to the ends of their particular 
edification, Epheſ;, iv. 11, 16. And therefore 
as to the popiſi notion of an uninterrupted perſonal 
formal conveyance of that power, from one 
officer to another, in ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, 

it has no foundation as I can find in ſcripture, 

or the nature and reaſon of the conſtitution of a 


Mal. ii. 2. The prieſts lips ſhould heep 
knowledge, and they ſhould feek the law at 


chriſtian church; andis attended Sith ſuch dark- 


neſs, and abfolute uncertainty, as is quite incon- 


ſiſtent with the ends of the appointment, and 
the faith and hope of the people'of God, 


2. Nothing can be more evident, than that 


in every church rightly conſtituted, there muſt 
be (under Chriſt) ſome one at leaſt, appointed 
to rule, conſequently the reſt muſt be ruled. 
The rulers are ſuch by office - to them pertains 
the regular execution onLY of the laws of Chriſt, 
And ſo far as their adminiſtration agrees with 
the word of God, the reſt are bound to obey, 
Heb. xiii. 17.—Though not to the prejudice of 
the rights of conſcience and private judgment. 
— For, no church officer has any abſolute legiſ- 
lative or impoſing power given him by Chriſt. 
See prop. i, note 4. prop. vii. ſed. 1. note 1. 
and elſewhere. 

3. It is to be wiſhed, ai thoſe a 
who allow themſelves to continue long without 
a ſettled miniſtry amongſt them, would ſeriouſly 
conſider, how clearly the ſcriptures, cited un- 
der this propoſition, not only point out its uti- 
lity and importance, but prove it a divine inſtitu - 


5 Officers of a church, who chooſe. Chap. g. 
his mouth * for he is the meſſenger of the 
Tord of hoſts.” Prov. xxix. 18. Where 
tere is no viſion the people periſh, Rom. 
X. 14. [How ſhall they ear without 4 

preacher? Epheſ. iv. 11, 5. He gave 

ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and 5 — 
evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers 
+ for. the work of the miniſtry, 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
waer God hath ſet in the church. firſt apoſtles 
IE eee e 


tion; whh which. it and be very = ro and 
dangerous to trifle. For though they may have 
occaſional ſupplies, yet they. have no right to 
expect the like meaſure of the divine preſence 
and. bleſſing from them, as from a ſettled miniftry z. 
nor indeed any bleſſing at all, if they, uſe the 
former to the finful-negle& of the latter, And 
how often is it found that hearing a variety be- 
gets confuſion and diſcord ; or at leaſt a weak 
fandneſs for novelty, and a vague and. unſteady 
conduct. in religion ? which renders their. fu- 
ture ſettlement, more difficult, and. hazardous; 
keeps the well diſpoſed from their com munion, 
and ſo every way weakens. their intereſt: and, 
baſtens their ruin. | ; 


Chap. 3- Officers of a church, who 2 53 | 


 - helps, governments." Acts vi. g. Men | 
whom we may appoint over this | bufineſs Ki } 
[of ſerving tables.] Tit. i. 5. That thou _ 
ſhouldeſt ordain elders in every city as I had 
appointed thee. 2 Tim. ii. 2. The ſame 
commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able 
alſo to teach others. N 


4 
— ** 1 — 
—_— —— —— err 


IV. That every a church has 1 
right of chuſing their own officers.* | 


Acts 


| | 4 

1. If the people ee of election, " 
in the leſs important office of a deacon, wherein 
their temporal intereſt is the principal concern, 
much more in that of a biſtop, elder, or paſtor, | l 
which ſo nearly affeRs their ſpiritual and eter- 
nal intereſt —And- if the inſpired apoſtles paid 
this regard to the natural rights and liberties of 
the people, one would think there was till 
more reaſon for us todo ſo, From Ads xi, 22. 
and 2 Cor. viii. 19, 2. it alſo appears that the 
people choſe extraordinary miniſters, who there= = 
fore were called the apoſtles of the churches (for | 
ſo the word amore might have been rendered.) 
And indeed even Matthias was elected to the 
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Adds xiv. 2g. And when they had or- 
| dained them een i. e. appointing 
l with 


apoſtolic office by the ſuffrage ja, the people, 
Alls i, 16, 23. See Cyp. ep. 67. Bp. Oaf. ed. 
2. The word (ynedonw) amongſt the Greeks, 


often, though not always, e a popular choice ; 


to office, or ſome particular ſervice, So 2 Cor. 


Viii. 19. wigs Nora are twy te i. e. choſen 


of the churches. So Denoſt. 1 Phil: de Gunn alt 
due vdo nSαeg avlor, i. e. neither the ſenate nor 
the people chuſing him. St. Ig nat. ep, ad Philad. 
ſays, eros +5945 bur, ag ui Fiz, Nucl 
diaxovor rv Jo werobevor 6x85 Ser ToroCnan, te e. It bes. 
comes you, as a church of God, to chuſe a miniſter to 
perform divine ſervice there (at Antioch.) And 
thus the word Uh, Add xiv. 29. Though 
it is properly rendered ordained, as mgre parti- 
cularly reſpecting the act of Barnabas and Saul; 
yet it may alſo include the enn and en on 


the people, 2 ; 
g. Even St. Cyprian, who lived in! the mid 


dle of the third century, and had no mean opi- 


nion of the power of the clergy, ſpeaks in the 
plaineſt terms of the people's power in the elec- 
tions of their biſhops, Ep. 68. Sect. 1. of the 
Bp, of Oxford's edit. Epiſcopo de Dei judicio, & 
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with the ſuffrage of -the people): elders in 


every church. Akts vi. 3, 5. - Brethren, 
look ye out from amongſt you ſeven men of 
honeſt report. —And the ſaying pleaſed the 
mullitude, and they choſe Stephen, Ke. 


4 


8 8 That che ordinary officers of a n 
are (at leaſt) b:/hops ( ſometimes called peflors 
and elders) and deacons. x 

- FT, a 


cleri & N ordinato, i. e. Ordained biſhop 4 
by the will of God, and the ſuffrage ꝙ the clergy, and 
the people. Ep. 38. ſet. 1. In ondinalionibus 
clericis, fratres. cariſimi, ſolemus vos ante conſulere, 
i. e. In our miniflerial ordinations, we ufed, deat 
brethren, firſt to conſult you. See alſo Ep. 67. 
ſect. 2. Beſides, to what purpoſe are churches 
exhorted to beware of and reject falſe teachers, 
if they have no power of choice. See Dr, 


Whitby on 2 Cor. ii. 6. 


* As to the teachers mentioned Epheſ. i iv. 10. 
See alſo Rom, xii. 7. whether they were the 
ſame with the paſtors, or of a different order, 
and if ſo wherein the difference lies, is hard. to 
determine; but I rather think the apoſtle i in- 
| tends either the tutors and catechiſts in private 


* 
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1 Tim. i iii. 1, 10. ' The office of @ biſhop | 
| 2 à deacon. Phil. i i. 1. I 3 


Flalppi, 


ſchools, or elſe the mere preachers ofthe word, 
or perhaps both: but neither of which had any 
paſtoral, or ruling power or authority, in any 
particular church as ſuch, but were miniſters 
to the church at large. £4 
= 2. As to ruling elders, not paſtors or minifters 
= of the word, it appears to me doubtful whether 
i | they are neceſſary by divine appointment, at 
leaſt to all churches; for, we find the word 
| elder and bijhop (or overfeer) uſed promiſcuouſly | 
to denote one and the fame office in ſeveral 
places, as Acts xx. 17. They who are called 
elders, are verſe 28, called overſeers (or biſhops.) 
So Tit. i. 5, 6. compared with 1 Pet. i. 3. 
(where «moves; refers to the epiſcopal office.) 
And the epiſtle to the Philippians, is addreſſed 
to the ſaints there, with the kiſhops and deacons, 
without any mention of elders. The like may 
be obſerved, in the apoſtle's direction to Timo- 
thy about church officers; and it is evident that 
there are many churches that have no occaſion 
for ſuch an office, as diftinQ from that of the 
paſtoral. Vet on the other hand it may be 
urged, that i in the nature of things, there ſeems 
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Philipp, with the " biſhops and deacons. 
Akts xx. 17. He called the elders of ' the 
We church, 


to be as real an occaſion for ſuch an office in the- 
larger churches, to aſſiſt the paſtor in govern- 
ment, as that of deacons, to. aſſiſt him in the 
care of the poor. And we read of helps-govern- 
ments—as diſtin from paſtors and teachers, 1 
Cor. xii. 28, Rom, xii. 7, 8. Elders alſo are 
mentioned Acts xv. 2. 4. 6. 22. as concerned 
with the apoſtles in managing the affairs of the 
church. And 1. Tim. v. 12. will bear an inter- 
pretation to the ſame purpoſe. Though after 
all, I muſt confels it is my preſent opinion that 
the office of a mere ruling elder, has no certain 
foundation in ſcripture.— And as to an epiſcopal 
order, or juriſdiction, ſuperior to that of paſtoral 
elders, I cannot find any thing like it in the 
ſcripture account of the matter. Acts xx. 17. 28. 
1 Pet. v. 1, 2. Phil, i. 1. are, to me, demon- 
ſtrations to the contrary. See alſo Dr. Whithy's 
notes on thoſe texts. And I may here add, that 
Clemens Rom. ſpeaks of bifiops and elders, as one 
and the ſame ſort of perſons, and of the ſame 
office and order. For in the firlf H. ad. Cor. 
chap. 42. ſpeaking of the ordination of church 

officers, he mentions only biftops and deacons, 


* — 


30 WP rell: officers of church. Cy, 


church, and ſaid to them—Take heed to the 
flock over which the Holy Ghoſt has made 
NN "mi 


ſ 


bee re aTReXH5 *. eig iO νο⁰ k Ada, 
i. e. They (i. e. the apoſtles) ordained the firſt 
fruits of their miniſtry, for biſhops and deacons, 
whom, chap. 57. he calls elders, undlayilt To 
meroCrlugg, i. e. Be je ſubjeft to the preſtyters or 
elders, And chap. 1. of that epiſt, vadeocoper 
olg niebo v Be ye ſubjef to thoſe who have 
the rule over you. Like that of the apoſtle | Heb. 
xiii, 7. 17. Which ſeems to imply, they had 
more rulers in their church than one, and that 
they were what he elſewhere calls biſhops and. 
elders, And chap. 54. he ſpeaks of preſbyters ſet 
over the flock of Chriſt—7o moapno—ude Tr 
v Ne eiooulegws— It muſt be acknowledged | 
indeed that St Ignatius, who lived in the apoſ- 
tolick times, and preſided in the church of 
Antioch, mentions biſhops and elders as diſtin, 
Epiſt. ad. Ephel, chap. 2. vadlagouun i ¹ο 
9 x; @groCulig, i. e. Be ſubject to the bi ſſ ops and 
prhtery--And chap. 4. gel gers curl 
TW E£TT%00W, ws ufa. ubage, i. e. the hreſtytery fo 
fitted to the biſhops, as the ſtrings to the harp. —The : 
like he lays in 2 , any other places,—But | even 


no, 
+». 
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you overſeers (or biſhops) and feed the 
church. 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. The elders J ex- 
F2 „ 


from him we cannot learn, of a certainty, any 
more than that ſome of the larger churches (ſuch 
as Epheſus) had ſeveral preſbyters or biſhops, 
That one of them uſually preſided, and was 
therefore called, by way of diſtinction, the 
BISHOP, (and ſometimes weorro;, Pr ſes, preſident, 
vid. Juſt, Mart. Apol. 2. p. 97.—) But that 
the other preſbyters might be ſtill his equals; 
as to order and office, and his colleagues or joint 
paſtors and elders of the church with him (called 
erpDSE2ũul 1 Theſ. v. 12.) And that this biſhop 
and his preſbyters had the care and charge but of 
one chriſtian ſociety, who uſually met in one place 
of public worſhip, and received the Lord's 
Supper at one table. Vid. his Ep. ad. Philiad, 
chap. g. &c, &c. Or theſe elders might be mere 
ruling elders not paſtors.. 
And it may be farther obſerved, 
3+ That the firſt mention we have of elders in 
the Chriſtian church, is Acts xi, go, who (as 
thoſe mentioned Acts xv. 4.) might not be fo 
entitled from any ſpecial office they had in the 
church, but from their age, or as to ſome of 
them, becauſe of their being witneſſes choſen by 
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ort Feed the flock of God—taking the 
San thereof (wmiowruils) willingly. 
Tit. 


Chiif, to ſce and teſtify his ſufferings and glo- 
ry, 2 Pet. v. 1. And as to others of them, be- 
cauſe of their being the fr/t fruits of the goſpel- 
miniſtry, and therefore of ſpecial eſtimation in 
the church, as is intimated 1 Cor, xvi. 15, 16. 
Theſe elders, under the apoſtles and evange- 
liſts, and in their abſence, would naturally 
have the affairs of the churches to which they 

belonged, ſubmitted to their management and 
care, until ſome more particular regulations 

could be thought on, and particular officers ap- 

pointed, ſuch as biſhops and deacons; and who 

would naturally be choſen from amongſt theſe. 

elders—which agrees with what the apoſtle 
hints, 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. and with What Cle-- 
mens declares, 1 Ep. ad Cor. chap 42: before 
quoted. So that it is by ſome very much queſ- 
tioned whether, in the apoſtolick times, 'there 


were any ordained To 2 elders, or inveſted _ 


with any office under that name. It is ſaid in- 
. deed, Acts xiv. 23. that the apoſtles ordained 
elders.—But then it may be underſtood of thoſe 
who were elders before, in the ſenſe abovez | 
whom they ordained to be biſhops or deacons 1 . 
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Tit. i. 5, 6, 7.  Ordain elders—if any 
be blamele chor a biſhop muſt be blame- 
leſs. | 
0 Fg . 
the caſe required. So Tit. i. 5, 6. is 3 
1 Tim. iii. 1. 6. and chap. v. 17. See Dr. 
Benſon's efſay on the ſettlement of the primitive 
_ Churches, part. 1. To the peruſal of which 1 
(principally) owe this note. But I acknowledge 
it is doubtful what theſe elders ſo often menti- 
oned were, Whether joint paſtors, or merely 
preaching or ruling aſſiſtants io the paſtor or 
b:ſhop. Every biſhop was an elder, though every 
elder was not a biſhop, We read of preſidents 
rpg, 1 Theſ. v. 12. but theſe preſidents are 
ſaid to be preſbyters or elders, 1 Tim. v. 7. 
4 I will here add a note, which ſhould 
bave been introduced. a little before, viz. that 
(it appears to me) the original of all official pow- 
er in the church. is in Chriſt the fupreme head, 
and only lam - giver to it. That ſome ſpecial par- 
ticular gualiſications, (beſides common natural or 
acquired abilities and grace) are neceſſary to all 
ſuch power in the church. That a regular call 
and appointment to office is alſo neceſſary tothe 
orderly and a authoritative exerciſe of thoſe qua- 
lifcations, to the. edification of the SO. 


/ 
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VI. The officers of a church ſhould be 
qualified for—called and appointed unto— 
and ſignify their willing acceptance of their 
office, before they enter upon the exerciſe 
of it. | 


5 1. They 3 are to be duly qualified for their 
office. 
810K Tim. i. 7. The apoſtle 8 
ſome, for deſiring to be teachers —under- 
fanding neither what they Jay, nor whereof 
they affirm. Pal. l. 16. But unte the 
.- wicked God e What haſt thou to do to 
declare 


which is the end of their being beſtow 
Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. That Chrift himſelf will 
take care to beſtow thoſe qualifications as long 
as he has a church in the world, more or leſs, 
as he ſees proper, And that the outward call, 
or choice of qualified perſons, he has left tohis 
church, and their inveſtiture, to paſtors or el- 

ders. This note contains the ſum and ſubſtance 
of all I have ſaid concerning the nature, deri- 
vation, ſucceſſion and uſe of en cop oe 
in the church and its s officers, 
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declare my ftatutes 2 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay 
lands ſuddenly on no man. 


The qualification of a biſhop or elder. 

I Tim. iii. 2, 8. Tit. i. 6, 9. 4 biſbop 
muſt be blamele/s, the huſband of one 
wie * ;nft, holy, F vigilant, ſaber, 
4 143665 e 


e huſband of one wife, i. e. neither guly 
of polygamy (i. e. having ſeveral wives at once) 
nor of divorce, or the taking a ſecond wiſe be- 
fore the death of the firſt; evils too common in 
thoſe times, both with Jews: and Gentiles; and 
however borne with before the eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity, were nevertheleſs fins againſt 
the divine inſtitution of marriage; and there- | 
fore eminently culpable, and ſcandalous, in a 

perſon who claimed fo ſacred and exemplary a 
character, as that of a biſhop or prefident of a 
Chriſtian church. And as this is ſo natural and 
eaſy an interpretation of the words, ſupported 
by critics and expoſitors of the greateſt abilities, 
it is ſurpriſing that ſuch ingenious and learned 
writers as Whifton, Hallett, and others, ſhould 
conclude from hence, that the apoſtle made the 
marrying a ſecond wife, after the death of the 
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well behaved, hoſpitable, apt to teach, not 
given to wine, no ſtriker, patient, not a braty» 
ler, not ſoon angry, not /elf-mlled, not gree- 
dy of filthy lucre, or covetous; but one that 


 ruleth well his own houſe ;—having faithful | 


children in ſubjection; and not accuſed of riot 
or unruly; not a novice, [in religion, or a 
new convert] having a good report of thoſe 


without (i. e. the world) a lover of good, 


| [men] holding faſt the faithful word, as he 
' hath been taught, that he may be able by 
hound doctrine, both to en. any to cone 


uince aigſa * x 
a The 


firſt, inconſi TY wich the charatter and office 
of a Chriſtian biſhop; eſpecially/ as the apollle 
elſewhere allows of ſecond marriages, Rom. vii. 


2. 1 Cor. vii. 8, 9, 17, 27, 28, 29. And 


there may be as many juſt and good reaſons for a 
ſecond marriage as for the firſt. See Drs. Dod- 


dridge and Benſon on the place. Dr. Dodwell 
fays,—The apoſtle means, chat a biſhop ſhould 
be one who in the time of his heatheniſm— 


never at any time had more than one wife, — 


Conſecration,- * N _—_— Nov 3% 
1766. e q 


_ 


— 
2 
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' ing aft the myſtery of faith in a pure conſci- 
* ence; and let theſe alſo firſt be proved, and 


* 
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The qualifications of a deacon. © © 

1. Tim. iii. 8, 12. The deacons muſt be 

grave, not double tongued | Yavoyus, i. e. de- 


ceitful, Saying and unſaying] not given to 
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, hold- 


tien let them uſe the office of a deacon, being 
. found blamelęſi. even ſo muſt their 2 be 
grave, not ſlanderers, ſober, faithful in all 
things; let the deacons be the huſbands * one 
_ - wife, ruling their children and their own 
houſes well, Acts vi. g. Men / honeſt re- 
port, full f the Holy Ghoſt and yo 


. They are e e 
work by the nnn 


and 


„an 15 


diſtinguiſh what is applicable to the paſtor, 


what e r um IEG RS 
mon. 


2. In order to a „ 
there ſhould be a due meaſure of thoſe gifts and 
graces, Chriſt has preſcribed, and beſtows, as 


66 


Heb. V. 4+ No man | taketh this hanaur to 


| Lum ſelſ, but he that is called of God, as was 


Aaron. Rom. x. 15-—4nd how ſhall they 

preach except they be ſent Abts vi. g, 5. 

_ Look ye out ſeven men; — aud they choſe Ste- 

pen, &c. 2 Tim. ii. 8. What things thou 

haſt heard the ſame commit to Kun men, 
who e teach others. 

3. They 


qualifications for it; a fincere and voluntary in- 


clination, and ſelf. dedication to it; thoſe quali- 
fications, and that inclination, ſhould be exa- 
mined and approved by competent judges; and 
the candidate recommended io God, and his 
bleſſing, by ſolemn prayer,—which perhaps may 
be all that is neceſſary to the public preaching 
of the word ;—but a farther trial, and more par- 
ticular appointment muſt T thank be generally ne- 
ceſſary to the regular aſſuming and executing the 
_ paſtoral office, if we would do all things decent- 


ty, and in order, to the due edification of the 


church, the credit of religion, and the proper 
ſupport of the miniſterial r and in- 
dune. 5 


and the een 99k n of the |. 
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g. They are to accept of their charge, not 
ſrom worldly views, but of a ſincere and will- 
ing mind. , 

1 Pet. v. 2. Taking the overſight thereof 


not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for . 
thy lucre, but of a reach mind. 


4. * They are to be ordained, or folemn- 


ly ſet apart and appointed to their work, 


(uſually) + by the aſſiſlance of other officers, 
of chief power and e in the churches. 
Rom. 


2 See article 2g of the ci of England. 

+ 1. I fay uſually becauſe I think it evident 
from the nature of things; that though mere po- 
pular ordinations are not fo regular and agreea- 
ble to the apoſtolic praftice, yet may perhaps, 
upon extraordinary occaſions at leaſt, beallow- 
ed as valid; for what is done in this caſe, and 
in ſuch circumſtances, with an upright heart, 
and intention, according to the general rules of 
the goſpel, we have reaſon to conclude will be 
attended with a divine bleſſing, and anſwer the 
chief ends of the chriſtian miniſtry ;—but I 
ſpeak thus cautiouſly and with ſo many reſiric- 
tions in favour of mere popular ordinations, be- 
cauſe I apprehend too great an indulgence here, 
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Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they _ except 
. they be ſent? Tit. i. 5. 1 left thee in Crete 
_ thou e e/t ordain elders in every cih. 

| | Akts vi. 


would open the way for bold and. W men, 
to thruſt themſelves unqualify'd into the chriſ- 
tian miniftry ; the conſequence of which, muſt 
be the deſtruftion of all public order in the 
| church, and the bringing the public worſhip of 
God into contempt, as we ſee amongſt the fana- 
tics of the preſent day. 
2d. Though it ſhould be granted that a regis 
lar authority to preach. the word, and the right 
of exerciling the paſtoral office, may not de- 
pend upon a popular choice, but rather be derive 
ed (as to the form, and ſo far as man is concern - 


ed in it) from thoſe poſſeſſed of office. authority 
in the church, Yet whether any ſo ap, 
pointed, ſhall exerciſe his office in and over 
any particular ſociety, muſt, ſurely, of right de- 
pend upon the conſent and approbation of that 
ſociety. See chap. iii, prop. i. Note 4. prop. iv- 
and prop. vi. and notes there, Prop. vii. ſe@, 
iv. prop. viii. and texts there. 
Blut ſtill, whatever right the people have of 
choice i in this caſe; it appears. to me the proper 
province of the b/hops, paſtors, or elders to or- 
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Ads vi. 6. Whom (i. e. the deacons) they 
(i. e. the people) ſet before the apoſtles - and 
wen they (the apoſtles) had prayed they laid 


thar 
dain, i. e. formally to appoint and ſet apart to the 
orderly exerciſe of any office in the church: be- 
cauſe we have no one inflance in the ſcripture 
as I can find, of a MERE POPULAR ORDINA=s. ' 
TION ; but all by officers of proper authority. 
So Ads xiv, 2g. It was not the people, but Paul 
and Barnabas that ordained,* though by the fu. 
frage, and with the approbation of the people. 


Acts vi. 3, 6. The apoſtles claim this work as 
their prerogative, after the people's choice. 
whom ws may appoint.—Whom therefore the 


church ſet before them, and they laid their hands 


on them, as a token of this appointment. And 
Tit. i. 5. The apoſſle ſays, I left thee in Crete, that 


thou flouldeft ordain (valacuence, i. e. appoint, con». 
ſtitute) elders in every city, What occaſion for 
this, if the people had the power of ordination 


or appointment of their elders? and if they had 


no ſuch power then, I cannot ſee how they can 


0 This ſenſe of the word u,] the reader 


may ſee vindicated at large, Stennet s Works, vol. 


2,page 116, 120, 
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7% ollen of officers," Chap 3, 
e dad on them: Adds Ai. 28. And 
© when they (Barnabas and Paul) had ordain. 
Ef Bf kts e ed 

have it now —So 2 Tim. ii. 2. The- apoſtle 


charges Timothy what things thou haſt heard of 


me, commit thou to faithful men, who fliall be able 
to teach others.— See alſo Acts xiii, 2, g. Where 
the prophets and teachers of the chareh of 
Antioch were the ordainers. Apreeable to this, 
Clentens. epiſ. ad Cor* chap. xliv. Says, the biſhops 
and deacons were conſtituted * ovreuTornogzon; eoonmorae; * 
wacng: i. e. the whole church conſenting — that 
is, they were appointed to their office, by other 


officers, the church concurring therein. — And 


by keeping to this primitive pattern, the righis 
and privileges of the people, and the authority 
and dignity of the miniſterial office, are both 
juſtly preſerved. 

3. As to impoſition f hands in . it 
ſeems to be at leaſt, a very convenient and pro- 


per rite upon ſuch otcaſions; and as far as I can 


find conſtantly uſed in the primitive church; 


as liftinz up the hands in prayer, is à natural 


ſign of fervent deſire, and ex pectation of a bleſ- 
ſing from heaven; ſo laying the hands upon the 
perſon prayed. for, as naturally denotes the ear- 
neſt deſire and hope of his ſpecial ſhare'in that 
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Chap: 3. 


ed (with the ſuffrage of the people) elders in 
every church, and had . prayed with faſting» 
they commended them to the Lord. 

VII. The 


bude is or that it may be conferred upon Wien 
It is alſo a very fit ſign or token, of ſpecial ap- 
pointment and deſignation to any particular bu- 
fineſs, office, or ſervice: thus the witneſſes 
layed their hands on the blaſphemer, in token 
of his being juſtly devoted to death. Zev: XXIV.” 
14. thus the people of Ifrael (that is their re- 
preſentatives) laid their hands on the Levites, in 
token of their ſeparation to divine ſervice. 
Numb. viii, 9, 10. And thus Joſhua was ſeparat- 
ed to the office of commander in chief over 
Iſrael, in the room of Moſes. Numb. xxvii. 18, 
23. And in the New Teſtament, we find the 
deacons ordained by laying on of hands. Ad. 
vi. 5, 6. And that Barnabas and Saul, were ſe- 
parated to particular occaſional fervice, this 
way. Ads xiii. 2, 3. It is objected that as 
55 the uſe of this rite in the primitive times, was 
% accompanied with ext#aordinary gifts of the 
« ſpirit, thofe gifts being now ceaſed, the rite 
© ought to ceaſe alſo, as being a mere empty un- 
* meaning ceremony.” But it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that this rite was often uſed, where no 
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25 OE ; —— gifts in 1 are -— 
Es in all the places before quoted, except 
IVY perhaps: in the.caſe of .Foſhua, and even of. him, 


it is ſaid in im was: the, Hirit, before Moſes laid, 
his hands on bim. Aud af the deacons it is ſaid, 
before their ordination, they. were men Full of t the 
Holy Ghoft; nor do we find any , new giſts im- 
parted to them by laying on of hands: the like 
may be obſerved of Barnabas. and Saul. Act 
xiii, g. So that it appears plain to me, that the 
chief deſign of this practice was, to fignify a ſo- 
lemn ſeparation to ſome particular office, or 
work, and as ſuch, properly continued in the 
church, even to this. day, as, if not efſential o 
the validity, yet to che clearneſs; ſolemnity and re- 
gularity of an ordination,  _ as 
4. It may poſlibly be objeRed, © that what 
_ © I have alledged, and taken for proof againſt, 
mere popular ordinations, will carry me into 
« another extream, and prove the ſole right of 
«© dioceſan prelates to that work; ſeeing the or- 
. 6 dainers here refered to, were not preſoyters but, 
« apoſtles, or evangeliſts, or (as Ads xiii, g.) pro- 
« phets, who were of a ſuperior order.” - 


| Clap, > . Ordination a, 75 
e work, and duty, which they are to 
Wy N 8 attend 


Le which I wal . (aft) That it was 


"abloictely neceſſary that ſuch extraordinary- fr 


fuperiry officers,} as apuſtles, Gee. ſhould be the or- 
dainers, until there were others appointed in 
the church ; or elſe thete could have been no 
ordinations at all (unleſs by the people, Which 
I have proved was not the caſe) and therefore, 


Nance, in favour of the objectibn + 
2. That the ſacred hiſtory cloſed;: Na 
could well have much account af ordinationes, 
by the ordinary or inferior oſicers. Vet we have 
one inſtance to that purpoſe ; 1 Nm ive 14+ 
Where preſoyters are expreſsly mentioned, as 
concerned in the appointment of e 
ſome extraordinary ſexvice... : b nit ir 


g. That we do not fink spes or an 


geliſts, ordained any igher order of oſſicers io 
ſucceed them it the chuſc has officers, than the 


preſtyters, paſtors, -0x:vhjſtaps of \fingle- congrega- 


tions ; and conſequentty-ſuch profiyters, pq, | 


or biſhops, muſt ſucoeed them in the ie wer of 
ordination, if it is not in the people i. e. If 
the power of ordination Was annexed to any. 
office in the church, it muſt be to ſuch. officers, as 


nothing can be fairly inferred from n e 


— 
„ 
* 
TA 


BE Ordination of officers. _ Chap. 3 


attend with ſerious _ diligence, and gal. 


lity. 
a, Pet. 7 


: the elders or Alen. of _ digi bb. 


cauſe it does not appear, there was any higher 


order or office appointed by the apoſtles. So 


that the ole power claimed by a Dioceſan prelate 
in this caſe, as a ſuperior officer in the church, 
does not follow, as the objection ſuppoſes, from 
the mere ſcriptural account of the matter as I can 
perceive: how far other arguments may con- 


duce to prove that point, I cannot ſtay here to 


enquire. I acknowledge that, as to the govern- 


ment of the church, not only the apoſtles, but 


alſo the evangeliſts, ſuch as Timothy and Titus 
did exerciſe a rulingpower over ſeveral churches 
and their paſtors, which is pleaded in favour of . 
the preſent Dioceſan form amongſt us, as in itſelf 
not antichriſtian and therefore allowable, and 
even neceſſary in ſome ſtates of the church. But 
whether the ſlate of the church now requires 
ſuch a mode of government—and whether our 
preſent Dioceſan epiſcopacy anſwers to the pure 
ſcriptural idea of ſuch extraordinary juriſdiction, 
are queſtions to be conſidered, at leaſt, as very 
_ doubiful. The maintaining the purity of faith 
"and worſhip, and the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
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1 Pet. iv. 11. Fan) man ſpeak, let him 
Hees as. the oracles-of God. I any man mi- 
| 3% 40s, Oh Ban: 0 niſter, 


hath made us free, mould be the end of all ec- 
clefiaſtical government. But the preſent mode 
of Dioceſan epiſcopacy amongſt us, does not 
appear, to an unprejudiced mind, very well cal- 
culated to anſwer that end. The ſpiritual 
courts as they are now managed have certainly a 
tendency the very reverſe, and are therefore the 
grief of many wile and good men in the church 
of England. A mere ſpiritual ſuperintendent might, 
perhaps, in ſome caſes be of yle ; but a Lord bi- 
op with his lay chancellors is quite another 
thing, and very foreign from the idea of a bi- 
ſhop in the primitive church, 

I acknowledge that Ignatius in ſome of the 
epiſtles aſcribed to him, ſpeaks much of the en- 
tire ſubjection of the preſbyters and deacons, as 
well as the people to the biſhop. But this does 
not come up to our preſent Dioceſan Epilcopas 
cy; and it muſt be acknowledged that the air of 
Ignatius's ſtile, good man as he was, is not like 
that of the apoſtles, but far more aſſuming, 
Nor ought there to be any ſuch intirely paſſive 
and implicite obedience paid to the diQates of 
any Chriſtian biſhop, not divinely inſpired, as 
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ation let him do's as of. the ability God 
giveth; Rom. xii. 6, 8. Having gifts di- 
Fering according to the grace given us; whe- 
ther propheſy Li. e. teaching by infallible in- 
SHiration] * let us BPR miniſtry, 

2 


this pious father 450 for in many places. 
See Dr. Whithy's pref. to ep. to Titus, rr Stilleng- 
Jour» Tren. p. 985. 

To propheſy, with us commonly lignifes to 
forete! things to come; and ſo ſometimes in the 
ſcripture; but there it generally denotes a ſpeak- 
ing by immediate infallible inſpiration ; or a de- 
claration of the mind of God, under the extraor- 
dinary teachings or influence of his ſpirit. 2 Pet. 
i. 19, 21. 2 Tim. iii. 16. This gift, tho” long 
withheld from the church, before the coming 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, was aftewards reſtored, as 
highly neceſſary for the confirmation and fur- 
therance of the goſpel; as appears from Acts 
XIV. g. chap. xix. 6. x Cor. xiii. 2, It may 
ſometimes denote finging the praiſes of God, as 
Dr. Lightfoot and others juſtly obſerve from 2 
Sam. x. 5—10. 2 Chron. xxv. 1, 2, g. 1 Cor. 
xi. 3. Chap. xiv. 5. 15. Yet perhaps the fing- 
ing in this caſe, is to be underſtood, only of that 
which was extraordinary, - or of ſuch divine 
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let us wait on our miniftry,—He that teacheth 
on teaching, or he that exhorteth on exhor- 
tation; he that ruleth with diligence. 


More particularly, 


1ſt. Of the duty of biſhops, elders or paſ- 
tors. # CERES 
| G 3 (I.) They 
ſongs, Sc. as were then diftated' by the inime- 
diate infallible inſpiration of the ſpirit, and not of 
ordinary finging ſuch pſalms or hymns as were be- 
fore compoſed. —To propheſy, alſo ſometimes de- 
notes the preaching or publiſhing the word of 
God, by way of exhortation and doctrine. 1 
Cor, xiv, 26, 29, 91. Acts xv. g2.—But then 
not ordinary but extraordinary preaching is in- 
tended; or preaching by immediate and infallible 
inſprration, and not by ſtudy. 1 Cor. xiv. go, gt. 
chap. xiii. 2, Acts xiii. 1, See alſo the diſtinc- 
tion made, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Lord Barrington, in 


his miſceli. ſacr. vol. i. Thinks the interpretation of 
tongues, the diſcernment of ſpirits, and praying by 
the ſburit, as it is called Jude 19, 20.—1 Cor, 
xiv. 14, 15: included in prophefying. Upon the 
whole, ſo far as I can find, whether propleſying, 
means praying, ſinging, teach ing or exhorting, or 
the like, it always carries in it the idea of in- 
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| 

(I.) They are to give themſelves to the ſtu- 
F, 1 dy and preaching of the word, adminiſtration 
of the ſacraments, and prayers for and with 
the people. . . 


„ 4ſt. To the ſtudy and * of the 
| Fe. word. 1 5 
; 3 | a Xt | N . 2 Tim. 


mediate infallible inſpiration, or ſome extraordinary 
influence of the ſpirit, as well as when it de- 


notes the predifling future events; and therefore 
I diſtinguiſhes thoſe acts from what is common and 
1 ordinary in them. Tho' perhaps the rehearſal 
| . [ of divinely inſpired ſongs may be underſtood by 
1 


propheſying. See 2. Chron. xxv. 1, 2, 3, &c. 
. . * As preaching is, properly, publiſhing, or 
| proclaiming, it includes in it, I apprehend, not 
only ſermonizing, and.expounding, but even read- 
ing the ſeriptures to the people, —For that it is a 
| part of the miniſterial office to read the ſcriptures 
. to the people, may be concluded from Deut. 
|  "xxX1.9, 12, Nehem. viii. 1, 2, 5. Luke iv. 16, 
| (Ia. lxvi. 21. Mat. xxiii. 34.) Akts xiii. 15, 
$ 27. Col. iv. 16. 1 Cor, xiv. g7. 1 Thel, xv. 27. 
C | 2 Theſ. iii. 14. Catechizing may alſo be included 
5 in teaching (Heb. v. 12) as being one way of. 
3 teaching the principles of the chriſtian religion, 
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2 Tim. ii. 4. No man that warreth; en- 
tangleth humſelf with the affairs of thas lafe. 
I Tim. iv. 1g; 15+ Give attendance lo read- 

ing, lo exhortation, to doctrine, meditate on 

theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, 2 

Tim. iv. 2. Preach the word, be inſtant in. 
fe zaſon and out of ſeaſon, —reprove—rebuke 

—exhort with all long ſuffering and doctrine. 
2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to ſhew thyſelf a work- 

man, that needeth not be aſhamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 1 Tim. v. 17. : 

The elders that labour in the word and doc- 

trine. Acts vi. 4. And we will give our- 
ſelves continually tothe miniſtry of tlie 
word. Mat. xxviii. 19. Go teach all na- 

tions. - Mark xvi. 15.—1 Tim. iii. 2.—4 


biſhop muſt be apt to teach. 
2. Adminiſtration of ſacraments. 
G 4 Mat. xxviii. 


and perhaps the moſt elfectusl for 8 = 
promoting regular knowledge, and a ſolid judg- | 
ment in divine things; though now too much 
neglected. 
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Mat. Axvill. 19.—Baptizing them in th f 
e Ralle, ,. 

1 Cor. x. 16.—The oup we beſs;=—the 
e breah,—1 Cor. iv. l fte- 
"wards of the yore of God, Wu) 


3. Prayers for, and. with the people pub- 


lickhy. 
Adds vi. 4. 4nd 2 we 1 give ourſelves 
continually to prayer and the miniſtry of the 
word. Abts xx. g6.—He kneeled down and 
prayed. with them all. Col. i. g. We don't 
. cea/e. to pray for ou. TEES 


(Il.) They are to prefide, watch over, rule 
and * feed, the flock of Chriſt, with ſpiritual 


Wo, og 
5 1. Thovgh e principe): part of illis feeding 


of the flock, is doubtleſs included in preaching, 
- ON TOI and exhortations are 


% 9 
2 * 
. 
al Aa 
dg 


4 


50 prefide is to ſit as chief, guide, as | 


2. > 


and * oderator 1 in the affairs of the church. 


As to ruling, it conſiſts, I apprehend, not 
ing power of making new laws, but in an order- 
1y/and right execution of thoſe already made by 
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1 Tbeſ. v. 12. Them that are over you in 
the Lord. 1 Tim. v. 17. The elders that 
rule well. Heb. xiii. 17. Them that have 
the rule over you, for they watch for your 

fouls, as they that muſt grue an account— 


which the Holy Ghoſt has made you overſeers, 
to ſeed thi flock of God —1 Pet. v. 3. Feed 
the flock.—— Jer. iii. 15.—Feed'yeu with knaw- 
ledge and ere alſo Ezek. 


xxxiv. + 


* 


(ul) They are to ſet a holy example to 


the people, in all things. 
Tit. ii. 7. In all things ſhew thy/elf a pat- 


tern of good works. 1 Tim. iv. 12. Be thou 
an example of the believers in word, in con- 


ver /atton, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
"FD 


(av) They 


Chriſt himſelf, the ſole. law-giver in his church 3 
and thus the obedience paid to paſtore, is not a 
blind, implicit, abſolute ſubmiſſion to their 
diQates ; but a rational, reverent, conſcientious. 
regard to the laws of Chriſt, by them duly ex» 


Ads xx. 28. Take heed ta the flock, over 


purity. 1 Pet. v. g. 5 e the 
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dv.) They are to bleſs * people M the 


name of the Lord. * 


1 Cor. xiv; 16. Eiſe when thou halt ble 5 
-with the ſpirit, how ſhall he which occupieth 
' the room of the unlearned ſay amen Numb. 
vi. 6. 2g. Ve prieſts ſhall bleſs the children 
of Iſrael.—ver. 27. Shall put my name upon 
(them) and I will bleſs them. Deut. x. 8. 
ne Lord ſeparated the tribe of Levi to 


+1 bleſs m his name. —2 Cor. Kili. 14 The 


grace of the Lord Fe efus Chriſt, . the love of 
Cod, and the communion of the Holy gn 
be with with you all Amen. 8 


i) They 


plained, inculcated, and addrefſed to the heart. 
See chap. iii. prop. 1. note 56 and prop. viii. 
chap. iv. prop. iii. ſect. 5. note there. The 
whole of the epiſcopal government is denoted 
by two words, 1 Tim. iii. 5. ro and 
ii], to ſuperintend and take care of the 
church, as a father does his family or houſhold. 
By bleſſing here I do not mean any power 
or authority actually to impart any ſpecial favour 
from God; but to pray and plead with God for 
it; conſidering ſuch prayer as the medium of 
conveying it, if it pleaſed him. | 


Chap. 3. Duty of church officers. . 83 
(V.) They are to vilit, and pray with the 
ſick in private, when deſired; 0 which 


a divine bleſſing 1 is promiſed. 


James v. 14. Is any fick 2 tet him fend for 
the elders of the church, and let them pray 


over him,—ver. 15. And the prayer of. faith. 


Shall ſave the fick*. e 


(VI.) They are to aſſiſt the churches in the ; 


ordination of their officers, and adminiſtra- 
tion of all divine, ordinances, when occa- 
ſionally and properly called thereunto. 
Acts xiv. 23. And when they (Paul and 
Barnabas) had ordained (with the people's 
ſuffrage) 
If by faith here, we underſtand the com- 
mon faith of chriſtians, we muſt not ſuppoſe the 
ſick perſon ſhould be always reſtored and pre- 
ſerved from death, by the prayers of the elders, 
for that would have been contrary to the divine 
appointment, and matter of fact; — but the mean- 
ing is, chat in this way of humble and fervent 
prayer, with a believing hope and truſt in the 
mercy of God, a ſuitable bleſſing might be expett- 
ed, and the affliction either removedꝭ or ſancti- 
fied; as beſt anſwered the ends of infinite wiſ- 
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ſuffrage) elders in every church. — Acts vi. g. 
my whom we (apoſtles) may appoint. Tit. 
5. For this cauſe left I thee (Titus) in 
| 9 that thou ſhouldſt ordain elders in 
every city. See chap. iii. Pfop. vi. left. i iv. 
and note there. | 


2dly. Of the duty of Deacons. 


(I.) It appertains to the deacons to otake the 
care * — of the ſecular * affairs 
of 


dom and goodneſs, as concerned in the govern- 


ment of the world in general, and the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in particular. Though I ra- 
ther think by faith here, we muſt underſtand 
the faith of miracles ; i. e. a particular, and ex- 
traordinary perſwafion of, and truſt in, the mira- 
culous power of God, A faith peculiar to thoſe 
times, and produced by ſome ſpecial extraordi- 
nary impulſe of the divine {pirit,—Sc0 Mat. xvii. 
20. Chap. xxi. 21. Mark xi. 22, Acts iii. 16. 
1 Cor. xiii. 2. | 

* The care of the poor originally and prima- 


. rily, belonged to the elder or biſhop,—as ap- 


pears f om Adts xi. go. Acts iv. 37. Akts vi. 2, 
4—1 Cor. xvi. 1. 3» - 


Chap. g. 


Duty of church officers, 85 


of the church, that the biſhop-or paſtor may 
be more at leiſure to attend the ſpiritual. 


Abts vi. 2, g, 4. Then the twelve ſaid— 


it is net reaſonable that we ſhould leave the 
word of God and ſerve tables, —Look ye out 


men whom we may appoint over this bi,, 
— but we will give ourſelves continually io 


prayer, and the miniſiry of the word. 


(II.) Thus of courſe it belongs to the dea- 
cons, to provide fit materials for the decent 
adminiſtration of baptiſm, and the fupper of 
the Lord; that the TY rule might be 
kept. F 


1 Cor. 


+ It is generally allowed by enquirers into 
theſe ſubjects, that in the primitive church there 
were deaconeſſes; i. e. pious women, whoſe par- 
ticular buſineſs it was to aſſiſt in the entertain- 
ment and care of the itinerant preachers; viſit 
the ſick and impriſoned, inſtruct female cate- 
chumens, and aſſiſt at their baptiſm z then more 
particularly neceſſary from the peculiar cuſtoms 
of thoſe countries, the perſecuted ſtate of the 
church, and the ſpeedier ſpreading of the goſpel. 
Such a one it is reaſonable to think Phebe was, 


» 
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1 Cor. xiv. 40.—Let all things be done 
_ decently and in orden. 


(III.) They are to acquaint themſelves, as 
exactly as poſſible, with the neceſſities of the 
poor, and ſupply them _ according. to the 


church's ability. A 
£ 


mentioned Rom. xvi. i. Who is expreſsly call- 
ed (Aae) a deaconeſs, or flated fervant, as Dr. 
Doddridge renders it They were uſually widows, 
and to prevent ſcandal, generally in years, 1 Tim. 
v. 9. See alſo Spanhem. hiſt. Chriſt. Secul. i. page 
554.—The apoſtolic conſtitutions (as they are 
called) mention the ordination of a deaconefs, and 
the form of prayer uſed on that occaſion ; lib. 
viii. chap. 19, 20.—Pliny alſo in his celebrated 
epiſtle (xcv11) to Trajan, is thought to refer to 
them, when ſpeaking of two female, chriſtians, 
whom he put to the torture, he ſays, que miniſ- 
tre dicebantur ; i, e. who were called deaconeſſes. 
But as the primitive chriſtians ſeem to be led 
to this practice, from the peculiarity of their'cir- 
cumſtances; and the ſcripture is intirely ſilent, 
as to any appointment to this ſuppoſed office, or 
any rules about it, it is I think very juſtly laid 
_ at leaſt as an office, : 


Chap. $ Power of officers of a * Sc. 87 


Ads iv. 35+ And diſtribution was made ts 


every man, according as he had need. xi. 
2, go. Then the diſciples, every man ac- 


cording to his ability, deter mined to ſend re- 
lie F unto the brethren in Fudea; which al/o 


they did, and ſent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas __ l —Compare Acts | 


vi. 1, &c. 
N. B. To the Ma as principals the 
deacons Ie ther aſſi ponds in this oof 


(v.) T bey are to ſupply the biſhops, 5 


FR or paſtors ſeaſonably, with what is al- 
lotted by the church for their ſupport.* 
| 1 Cor. 


* 1, It follows, that the deacons are to re- 

ceive the contributions of the church, in charge 
for the purpoſes above-mentioned ; and that 
they are accountable to the church for their 
management, 
2. That it muſi pertain to their office to admo- 
niſh, reprove, and bring to the cognizance of 
the church, ſuch as negle& their duty in con- 
tribution. And 

3+ That they ſhould viſit the poor, * ac- 
quaint themſelves with their neceſſities, as War 
as poſſible. 
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I Cor. ix. 14. Eben fo hath the Lord or. 

| - teve of the goſpel. a Tim. 2 4. Wo man 

- that warreth entangleth e od 
* this life. 180 


| VIII. Though the officers. al! a ke 
church re, as ſuch, the only proper regular 
executors of its power and authority, yet they 
cannot rightfully exerciſe their office therein, | 
N without the knowledge and conſent of the 
; church; nor have they any compulſory power 
6 over the conſciences of any, or authority to 
decide in matters of faith, tho! united in a 


if 
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3 neral council.+ 

wil | general council, ; 

4 i 2 45 | | | | | Sal. | 
| | | - + 1. The reaſon is—numbers cannot NES, ! 
. fallible men infallible - nor can thoſe who are 
| ( themſelves falkble, have authority to decide in 
us matters of conſcience; of which the word of 
VA God is the only guide to both miniſters and 


people, fince extraordinary inſpiration has geaſ- 
ed. And for this reaſon, on the other hand, 


. | no particular church (or body of men) has a 
| i pPower over the conſcience of its miniſte.. 5 
1 2. Though the miniſter of a particular church 


is under ſome peculiar obligations to inſtruſd 


Chap. 3. Qualifications of church members. 89 
Sal. i. 8. But though wwe, or an angel from 
| heaven, ſhould preach any other goſpel whio 
vou than that we have preached let him” be 
accurſed. 2 Cor. i. 24. Not that we have 
dominion over your faith. 1 Pet. v. g. Nei- 
ther as being lords over God's heritage. 1 Cor, 
v. 4; 5. Nies ye {the church) ars gathered 


together — to deliver ſuch a ont to falan— | 


- which 2 Cor. ii. 6. Ls called therefore, 
lie reproof of many. Acts. xv. 22. Then + 
| : | H : | 


W 


and guide them; yet, as he is a miniſter of the 
Church in general, (ſo far as is conſiſtent with -- 


his duty to that particular church) he may oc a 


fionally preach and adminiſter the ſacraments, --. | 
and aſſiſt at ordinations elſewhere And maß 


even remove to any other congregation, when 
he believes in his conſcience. he has a call of 
providence ſo to do, though. not upon every 
trifling occaſion and that without re- ordina 
tion, of which there are no inſtances in ſcrip- 


ture as I can find, and. for which there is no 
countenance from reaſon :— Though upon ſuch: - 


new ſettlement, the ſetting apart ſome, me for 
ſolemn prayer, imploring the divine mean is | 
doubtleſs very GER | 


o 
— ———— — — — HOY YC WY ] 
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= pleaſed the apoſtles. and elders with the, 
 wholechurch. 3. John 9. But Diotrephes 
who loveth to have the HOT recetveth 
us not. $78 5 
„ W 
AX. Every ether church bach a aha 
within itſelf, of judging of the fiineſs and 
qualifications * of its members ; i. e. of ac 
| cepting | 


3: "a every Mitter of Chriſt, pedpwiy re- 
ceives his office from Chriſt himſelf, at leaſt as 
to the eſſentials of it ; ſo he cannot be, Ho: facto, 
deprived of it by mere human authority: : 
though by being guilty of ſuch errors in doc- 
trine, or immoralities in practice, as are incon- 
ſiſtent with it, he may forfeit it, and indeed 
really diveſt himſelf of it; and in that caſe may, 
and ought to be prohibited the exerciſe of it, 
by every Chriſtian ſociety where he may at- 
tempt it (they knowing his caſe) and for that | 
purpoſe they have a right and power in them- 
ſelves, as the guardians of the honour of Chriſt, 
and the purity of the faith and morality of his 
church. i 


1. Theſe qualifications (which follow) a are, 
neceſſary to the Chriſtian character in general, 


Chap. g- Qualification of church-members,” ov 
cepting or refuſing ſuch as offer themſe ves to 
its communion ;- and of Een or ſepa- 

2 FER, 367 2}  WOR Ne Ho 
and Sins of ; it, hat more. . ap- 
plicable to church- members, as What they ought. 
to be in ſome good meaſure, poſſeſſed of even 
before they take upon them that character in 

ſo public a manner. N 

2. As it is one principal end and Jefigh of the 
inſtitution of, goſpel-churches, to ſecure and 
promote the purity and morality of the Chriſtian 
religion, great care ought to be taken by them, 
to keep up a due diſcipline in admitting perſons : 
to communion with them, and continuing them 
in it; leſt holy things be given to dogs ; - immorali- 
ties countenanced; and no difference made be- 
tween the godly and the wicked: yet on the 
other hand, great tenderneſs is to be uſed to 
wards the weak in faith, who appear upon the 
whole to be ſincere believers in 79%, Chriſt; and 
deſirous of living in obedience to his com- 
mands ; that they may not be diſcouraged, or 
deprived of the mieans of their ſpiritual edifica- 
tion and comfort. The extream niceneſt and c- 
verity therefore of ſome churches in thiz marter, 
is rather to be deplored than imitat;d; who, to 
ſupport the affeRation of extraordinary kclinels, 
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rating from it, thoſe that are already in it, 
provided they exerciſe that right only in a 


_ way agreeable to the expreſs laws of Chriſt, 


and conſiſtent with their own peace and edi- 
fication ; and that charity which they ought 
to cultivate with all the people of Gd. 
Akts ix. 26. When Saul efſayed to joi | 
himſelf to the diſciples, they were 3 
of lim, and believed not that he was @ * 
ciple. by | P 


I. As to the qualifications of thoſe that 5 
to be received i into communion. | 


1. They ſhould appear to have fome com- 
petent knowledge of the chief and diſtin- 
guiſhing doctrines of the Chriſtian religion. 
Matt. xxviii. 19. Go teach all nations. 
John vi. 43. They ſhall all be taught of 
God. Heb. viii. 11. A know me from 


or the credit of their own inventions and pecu- 
- Harities, too often make a voluntary unſcruples 


facnifice of Chriſtian charity, the rights and pri- 
vileges of their Chriſtian brethren, and tlie ho- 
nour of religion itſelf, See concluf, 


Chap. 3. Qualifications of church members gy | 
the leaſt to the greateft, 1 Cor. ive g. © 
our 89/pel be hid, it is lid to them that are 

| loft. John xvii. g. That they might know 


thee, tie only true God, and Feſus 28 
. haſt ent. 5 


2. They ſhould be . W ho 
chief deſign of the rites and poſitive inſtituti - 
ons of Chriſtianity, and reverently uſe them, 
viz, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 

Matt.  xxviii. 19. Go teack all nations, 
baptizing them. Heb. x. 22. Having our 
bodies waſhed with pure water. Rom. vi. 
4. We i him by bapti/m into 
his death, that as Chriſt was raiſed from. 
the dead, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in | 
newneſs of life. Acts ii. 8. Be baptized 
for the remiffion of your fins. ver. 41. Then 
they that gladly received the word were bap- 
tized——and added to the church. 1 Pet. 

111. 21. Bapti/m doth now [ave as (not the 

putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the 

anſwer of a good conſcience } by the reſurrec- 

tion of Chriſt from the dead. Acta viii. 12, 

And when they * were baptized, 
beg * 


94 Qualifications of ch urch — Chap. 5. 


* 1 xxii. 19. His do in ee 1 
me. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 29. I received of the 

. Lord that which I delivered unto you as oft 

as you eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 

do fhew the Lord's death until he come. 
Wherefore whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 

and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 

; Rall be guilly of the body and blood of the 
Lord. Bul let a man examine hinſey, nw 
2 Jum eat.” 


v 8 


9. They Thould appear to repent of, and 
forſake their ſins, and believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt for falvation, according to "His 
goſpel. ue GEcacs wh 


% Mark i N 15. Repent ye. and . the 
' goſpel. Matt. ili. 6. Aud were baptized 
in Jordan confe ang their ſins. | John, iii. 
36. He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
laſting K es and he that believeth not the Son 


hall 


. e. He that panne d of the Lord's Supper 
as a common meal, and not with a religious re- 
verence, and partieular regard to the degth of 
| Chriſt, is ſo guilty, 


a 
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tall not fee liſe, but the, wrath. , God 
- - abideth on him. Adts xvii. go. | But now 
commandeth all men every where to. repent. 
Acts v. 14. And believers were added to 
. the Lord. Ee i. 47. To the church. 


4. They mould manifeſt a 2 and Toe. 
= love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as their 
Lord God and Redeemer, and worſhi iP him 
accordingly. 

John xx; 28. And Thaw Said unto 
im, My Lord-and my God! John v. 2g. 
That all men ſhould honour the Son, euen as 
they honour the Father. * 1 Pet. ii. 7. Unto 
| r that believe, he is precious. 1 Cor. xvi. 
any man love not our Lord Fes | 
Chriſt, let him be anathema maranatha. 
Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto him that loved us and 
waſhed us from our ſins in his own Blood. 
be glory and dominton for ever and ever. 
Amen. Pal. xlv. 11. Worſhip thou Him. 
85 They mould 80 ſome expreſs dale 
ration or confeſſion, of their faith and repen- 
tance, their "Ow in nr and ſub- 
1 jection 


Wo b. Chap. 3 


jeRiowto' the authority of Chriſt, and the 


order and diſcipline of his church, according 


ee" nds 
10 r 1. That 


* It may be aſked perhaps, l wie i is this 
declaration of faith, repentance, Kc, to be 
made, in order to give ſatisfaction 10 the 
- church? I anſwer, as there is · no particular di- 
rettion given in this caſe by Chi in his word, 
it muſt be left to the judgment of every particu- 
lar church to chuſe their own: way; ſo it be not 
\ Incon6ſtent with any known rule of duty 
But, as to the candidates giving an account of 
their experiences in theſe matters, in a” minute 
- which is the method in ſome churches, as it has 
no foundation in- ſcripture (as 1 can find) is put- 
ting them upon an unneceſſary piece « of mortifi- 
cation hurts the.modeſty of the mote difident 
and humble, —gratiſies the ſpiritual vanity and 
pride of ſuch as value themſelves upon their 
religious knowledge and attainments and is 
the occaſion of preventing many worthy per- 
> ſons from the church communion, — It ſeems to 
me not ALWAYS ſo eligible as their doing it · to 
the paſtor, and twe or three others of the moſt 
ſalid and · judicious amongſt them, ho may 
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1. That they enn ine 

faith, . 
Matt. x. 92. Whoſaever Aalen 
before men, him will I confeſs before my Fa- 
i 


make a report thereof to the church; liberty 
being alſo given, for any particular perſons, co 
ſatisfy themſelves, if they defire it, by private 
conference. [And I ſay vor atwars, becauſe 
in ſome caſes ſuch a particular declaration of 
faith, and the gracious work of God, may be 
inftruQtive and edifying to others and anſwer 
many valuable ends.] But the making ſuch a 
public declaration, a term of communion, which 
it is very evident, the great Lawgiver has not 
made ſo, is carrying the matter beyond all re- 
ſonable and warrantable bounds, and not at all 
- confiſtent with the liberty of the goſpel. As to 
a more general profeſſion of repentance towards 
"God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
only Saviour, a Tenunciation of the world, and 
_ devotion to the ſervice of God; 1 ſee not but 
this may be made before all, not only the 
church but others, upon any proper occaſion, | 
and particularly uport ſuch a one as taking up a 
public profeſſion of religion. See the _ 
m * : 
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98 Qualifications of chureh members. Chap. 8 


ther, Rom. x. 10. And with the mouth 
confeſ 7 on 15 made to ſalvation. 1 Pet. iii. 
156. Be always ready lo give-an anſwer to 
"* every man, that aſketh you a reaſon of the 
* hope that is in you, Acts xix. 18. And 
many of them that believed, came and con- 
fed, and ſhewed their deeds. Abts viii. 
38. I believe that Jeſus is the Son of 
God. Rom. x. 9. 1/ thou ſhalt confeſs 
- with the mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe 

n thy heart, that God raiſed him from the 
dead. 1 John iv. g. Every ſpirit that con- 
Jiſelli not that Feſus Chriſt is some in the 
fleſh, 1c not / God. 1 John iv. 13. Vo- 
Hoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of 
Cod, God "dwelleth in lim. John i. 49. 
zou art the Son of God; "Thou art the King 
of Ifrael. Jobn vi. 68. 69. Lord to 
whom ſhould we go 9—We believe and are 
fore, thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the live 
ing God. 1 John v. 20, This 10 the true 

God and eternal l 6. Col. i. 14. 1n whom 
ve have redemption through. as blood, the 


5 | . ack / 1g. 


1 1 * F , 7 1 x RE 
i 2. Their 


Chap. g. Qualifications of church niembers. 9g 


2. Their hope in the promiſes. 
Feb. xi. 14. The/e were per ſcuaded of 
te prom 92 and embraced them; and con- 
Vaſſed that they were flrangers and pilgrims 
on earth, declaring plainly, they ſcei a better 
country. Col. i. 27. Chriſt in you the hope 
of glory. Ver. 5. The hope. fad up” for 
you" in heaven. Ephel. ii. 12. Fe were— 
without hope. 1 Pet. i. g. 2 again 

to a lively hope. 


g. Of their ſubjection to the authority of 
Chriſt, and the order of his church. C“ 
2 Cor. ix. 13. Your profeſſed ſubjection 
. to the goſpel of Chriſt. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
Let all things be done decently, and in order. 
2 Theſſ. iii. 6. Withdraw, rom every bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly. 1 Cor. x. ga. 
ive no rs to the church of God. 
rue 4. The 


. peo muſt be conſiſtent = the 
right of private judgment, in matters of conſci- 
ence, and with all the natural, and civil obliga- 
tions of life; and can only relate to the rules 
and orders Chriſt has expreſly given. 3 
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9 my works. 
this hope in himſelf, 
at he is pure. 2. 1. 46. They profeſs to 
Ano) God, but in works deny him, being 

| ebominable, and diſabedient, and to 925 
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100 Qualifications of church members. Chap. 3: 


4. The ſincerity of their profeſſion ſhould « 


be evidenced by good works. | 


"James ii. 18, J will em thee. my faith 
1 John iii. g. He that hath 


purifieth kimſe(f even 


good work I. 


Particularly, | 


1ſt, They r to be free from 
all groſs and ſcandalous fins. * 


Gal. ii. 24. They that are Chriſt's, 15 


erucified the fleſk with its affoctions and 
luſts—ſuch as 1 Cor. v. 11. chap. vi. 9. 


Fornication, covetouſneſs, idolatry, railing, 
drunkenneſs, extortion, adultery, theft. Gal. 


v. 19, 20. Laſciviouſneſs, witchcraft, [or 


malicious combinations with inviſible 
wicked ſpirits] * 2 hereſy 


Lor 


* Witchcraft, oa edi, G3. 


Whatever there might, or might not be in ſuch 
combinations, it is well known many of the. 


chap. g « Qualifications of church vehmendert; 102 
[or ſaRiouſly dividing the church} envy, 
murder, and fuch like. | 


. They would be ready to 8 
ſelves, and ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake, when 
called thereunto. 

Matt, xvi. 29. ir ap man will come 
aſter me let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
croſs and follow me. 1 Pet. iv. 19. But 
rejoice, inaſmuch as ye are made partalers 

/ Chriſt's ſufferings. 2 Titus iii. 12. All 
that will live godly in Chriſt Fefus ſhall /uffer 
perſecution, Rev. ii. 10. Fear. none of 

thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer —Be thou 
Jaithful unto death, and I will IS 0 
crown. of 1 ife. 

3. They 


Rene were then fend are to this day) very 
much addicted to what they at leaſt imagine to be 
ſuch. But as the word (paguazue) ſignifies allo 

porſons, it may ſignify here, that more private 
and malicious ſort of murder, perpetrated by 
means of ſome poiſonous compoſition, adminiſ- 
tered for that purpoſe. See Dr. Dodaridge and 


Dr. IR on the — 


102 Qualifications of church members. Chap. g. Bo 


9. They ſhould. be juſt and fankful to all 
men. „ 

Mark x. 19. . nol. 1 Foes, vi. 

8, 9. Ve do wrong and defraud, and that 
your brethren. Know 9e not. that the un- 

* ſhall not inherit the RY of + 

. God? 


8 


4. They ſhould be diſpoſed to cultivate the 
Witt of univerſal benevolence, and evidence 
it in their whole conducſt. | 

1 Cor. xiii. 2. + And have no charity 7 am 
nothing. Matt. v. 44. Love your enemies | 

do good to them that hate you. Gal. vi. 

10. Let us. do good unto. all men, v/pecually 

to the houſhold of faith. 1 John: iii. 16. 

And we ought to lay down our lives for the 


brethren. li. e. ſhould providehce call us 
to it. e 


; : 


5. They Thould love and practiſe the*du- 
ties of piety and devotion, in their ſecret re- © 
tirements, families, (if any) and the church 
al God, conſtantly. 

2 Theſ. v. 17. Pray without cl Ing. 
Matt. 


Chap. g- Qualifications of church members 193 


Matt. vi. 6. When: thou, prayeſi enter into 
thy cloſt—ſhut thy door and pray to thy 
Father. Tit. ii. 12. Hie grace , of GO 
teaches us, that denying 'ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live godly in this 
preſent world. Joſh. xxiv. 13. As for me 

and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. Jer. 
x. 25. Pour out thy fury upon the families 
that call not upon thy name. Plal. xxvi. 8. 
Lord Ilavue loved the habitation of thy houſe, 
the place where thy honour dwelleth, Pal, 
xxvii. 4. That I may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord, all the days of my life. Heb. x. 


25. Not forjaking the W your ſelves 
together. 


6. They ſhould have a due government of 
their tongues. 

Epheſ. iv. 31. Let all clamour and evil 
ſpeaking be put away from you. Jam. i, 26. 
If any bridleth not has "Os has religion is 


vain. 


1 


7. They ſhould live aa all undue 2 
:luence from this preſent world, and have 
their 


104 Separation of tharch members. Chap, g. 
their hearts and affeftions ptevallingly fixed 
upon a better. 

1 John v. 4. Whatſoever is born of God 
overcometh the world. 1 John ii. 15. # 
bf any man love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him. Col. iii. 2. Set your 
affections on things above. Phil. iii. 20. 
Our tonver/ation is in heaven, Heb. xi. 

1. 16, Strangers and pilgrims on earth— 

' they defire @ better country, &c. | 


= They ſhould be ſober, and temperate 
in all things. 


1 Cor. ix. 25. Temperate in all thin ng. 
1 Pet. i. 19. Be fober. 1 Theſſ. iv. 4. 
That every one know how to poſſeſs his veſſel, 
in eee and honour. , 


(I) As the ſeparation,* or excommuni- 
cation 


2 excluſion from the ordinance of the 
's Supper, and his right of voting in the 
5 and all the peculiar privileges of the 
ſociety, And is an ordinance of Chriſt, de- 


This ſeparation, &c. reſpects the delin- 


Grays g- Separation of © church members. 10 


cation of thoſe has are _ members. 
Obſerve, W CE * eee 


iſt The occaſion. 


1. Abſolutely denying, or faQtioully. "op- 
poſing any * eſſential article of the Chriſtian 
„ Tal en n the fame, +" a 


fined to preſerve the peace 1 good order, 
6 and particularly the moral purity of the 
<hurches, See Matt. vii. 6. 2 Theſ. iii. 6. 14, 
15. 1 Cor. x. 22. Jude 2g. 1 Tim. v. 26. 


1. What theſe Hential articles are, every 
particular church (as well as perſon) will, I ſup- 
poſe, claim a right of judging for themſelves. 
But ſurely, they ſhould be very tender and cau- 
tious, leſt they rank any other doctrines u ider 
that title, than what are larly, and plainly af- 
ſerted as ſuch in the word of God; and the belief 
of which is ThHERE made neceſſary to the true” 
love of God, fincere worſhip of him; obedience. 
to his will, and the hope of eternal life, as he 
free gift of God through | Jeſus Chtiſt. (Sr 
note a. chap. 1. prop. g.) and particularly con- 
ſult Matt. 5 6, 7. chap. John xvii. g6 | John 
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Tit. iii. 10. A nan that is an heretich, 
"gd * 4 a wicked ſectarian) after the firſt 


and 


xiv. 10. 23 · Rom. X. 8, 4 John i * 14. 


36. 1 John iv. 1. g. 10. 14, 13. | ; 
For want of this caution ſome churches kave 


anathematized perſons of real piety and virtue, 


merely for differing from them in ſome puzzling 
hypotheſis, and theological ſpeculations invented 
by ſome celebrated adept in artificial divinity, 
and thereby drawn upon themſelves the guilt of 5 


ſchiſm.— Some of the necefaries, that many have 


given us ample catalogues of, are, ſays Dr. 
Jortin of ſo refined a nature, that the under- 
5 ſtanding can hardly lay hold of them. | 


&« Ter fruſtra comprenſa, manus effugit Imago, 
66 15 levibus ventis, volucrique houlkms ſomno.“ 


Dr. Jortin's preface to his Remarks on Eccl. Hifts 

The word (agroy;) which we tranſlate hereſy, 
properly ſignifies opinion, fe, divifion, Ec. and 
is ſometimes uſed in the New Teſtament in a 
good (or at leaſt in an innocent) ſenſe ; and ſome- 
times in a lad one, In a good ſenſe, Acts xxvi. 
5- In a bad, Abts v. 17. 2 Pet. ii. 1. And 
here (Tit, iii, 10.) avedwer, muſt mean, I con- 


. 
47/08." 0f whom —— 


I2 a tus, 


ceive, one who wilfully and obſtinately oppoſes the 
efſential articles of the Chriſtian faith > and that 
contrary to the convictions of his own mind, and with 
the wicked intention of dividing the Chriſtian church, 
to make a party for himſelf. For that the ideas of 
immorality, and ſelf-condemnation, are implied in 
the hereſy here mentioned, is, I think, very 
evident from ver. 11. were tis ſaid, that ſuch a 
one is ſubverted, ſinneth, and is felf<condemntd,,— 
As well as that of oppoſing the efentzal articles, 
of the Chriſtian faith ; which was the caſe of 


thoſe mentioned, 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. And 
therefore the word heretic, cannot, without 
breach of charity, be applied to any ſincere, hum- 
ble enquirer after truth, who peaceably and conſcien- 
tiouſly differs from other Chriſtians, in points 
not declared in ſeripture to be neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. 

It appears from what the apolile ſays, Acts 
xxiv. 5. That there may be a juſt and neceſſary 
ſeparation from a church, from a conſcientious 
adherence to effential truths, The lin in that ; 
caſe lies not with the ſeparatiſt, but with thoſe 
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_ tus, who concerning the truth have erred, 
- ſaying, the reſurrection is paſt already, and 
overthrown the faith of ſome—whom I deli. 

vered to ſatan. 1 Tim. i. 20. 1 Tim. vi. 

9, 4. 6. J any man teacheth otherwiſe; 

and conſent not to the words of Chrift, and 
- found doctrine, according to godlineſ3, dot. 

ing about queſtions {from whence cometh per- 
verſe diſputings ) from ſuch withdraw I. 
elfen e 
2. Any 
vho impoſe ſuch terms of communion as are in - 
conſiſtent with ſuch a regard to truth. 
elf this withdrawing be underſtood as reſpect- 
ing the Lord's table, it can mean na more than 
an orderly procedure towards the juſt ſuſpenſion 
of offenders, and not withdrawing ourſelves 
from our place and duty there, upon the appre- 
henfion of their unworthineſs; for this would 
be to neglef one duty for the ſake of another; 
to excommunicate ourſelves, inſtead of them ; 
and to pluck up the wheat with the tares.—It 
is therefore a miſtaken zeal for the purity of 
religion, that leads ſome people, upon the 
knowledge of the mifbehaviour of their fellow 
members, immediately to fuſpend themfelves 


A 


- * 2 
W 
9 
* » _ 
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2. Any ſcandalous vices or immoralities 
perſiſted in without repentance. © _ 
Rev. ii. 2. 1 know thy works, and ow 
thou canſt not bear with them that are evil, 
| Heb. xii. 15, 16. Left there be any pro- 
Jane perſon.— 1 Cor. v. 11. 13. Not to 
keep company (i. e. intimately) if any man 
that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 


covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch a- 


one no not to eat, | perhaps at a common, 


Lg: much 


from the ſupper.— Their 4 1 is to keep on ail 


doing that in remembrance of Chriſt, which he 
has commanded; and in the mean time to take 
all juſt, reaſonable, and orderly methods, to 
bring the offenders to repentance, or the church 

to her duty in the adminiſtration of diſcipline 
and if this cannot be done immediately, to bear 
and wait till it can; as I think is very evident 


from the parable of the'tares—from the ſtate of 


the. Corinthian church, and the advice the 
apoſtle gives them. And from this-confidera- 


tion, that the unworthineſs of others, cannot 
hurt us, any further than we RY counte- 


nance it. 


— 
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much leſs: at the Lord's table put away 
E. your ſelves that wicked per ſon un 


* ver ſe 1/4 |,* 


il. In the whole buſineſs of excommuni- 
cation the church ſhould act with great caution 
and ſeriouſneſs; humble regard to the honour 
of Chriſt, the ends of church fellowſhip, and 
tender concern for the offender's good; ſtrictly 
guarding againſt wrath, malice, party ſpirit, 
perſonal reſentment, and the like; or elſe they 
muſt not expect the preſence and bleſſing of 
Chriſt in what they do, who in ths midſt « 
| Juſtice remembers mercy. 

ad. That it is the offender's own fin, and not 
the ſentence'of any particular church, or eccle- 
haſtical power Whatever, that ſeparates from 
the body of the faithful, or the real catholic 
church, The ſentence of a particular;church can 
only affect his particular relation to them; and 
therefore one particular ſociety may very law. 
fully and confſtently receive thoſe, C— 
ere or rafhly vejeting. e 

dy. When any perſon appears to bd. 
ed, in an orderly, ſerious, and ſolemn manner, 
for real immoralities, his character will appear ſo 


much the more notoriouſly bad to all good men, 
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9. Diſturbing the peace of the church, in 
any remarkable or dangerous degree, by ob- 
ſtinate and violent contentions.“ 

Gal. v. 18. J would they were cut off 
that trouble you. Rom. xvi. 17 Mark them 
which cauſe divifions—and avoid them,— 

2 Thef. iii. 6. We command you brethren 

in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that 

ye withdraw your ſelves from every brother 
that walls diſorderly, and not after the tra- 

ditions he received of us. N 1 n 

vi. 3. 4. 5+ 7 

4 Suffering near relatives to want the ne- 


14 _  cellay 


and be treated accordingly ;. which i. ici no . 
ſmall puniſhment. 

* Churches ſhould be a a how they 
make the little bickerings, and contentions of 
their members, occafions of church cenſures, 
and ſuſpenſions from the table j—but rather, with 
proper admonitions of the reconciling and peace. 
able kind, leave the matter with the confeiences 
of the contenders..-For want of this caution, 
the mere ſins of infirmity have ſometimes been 
treated with the moſt ſolemn TIER" 
to groſs immoralities, 
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celaty ſupports and comſoris of ny when! 
able to relieve them. . 

1 Tim. v. 8.—If any ere not for bis 
own, houſe he hath denied ſhe forth,” and is 
et than an wh 

4. be manner of proceeding in exclud- 

ing members. 


= The crime being known; admonitions, 
exhortations, reproofs and prayers, and ſuch 
like gentle means are to be firſt uſed,“ for 
the reſtoration of the oſſender; at firſt more 
privately, and then more publickly as the 
caſe requires. | . 
Gal. vi. 7. hrs man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye that are ſpiritual e a one 
in the ſpirit of meehneſs.—Mat. xviii. 16, 17. 
Fut perhaps in ſome caſes, where the crime 
is highly ſcandalous, it may be more neceſſary _ 
for the honour of religion, the good of the of- 
fender, and awakening the caution of the too 
careleſs, to proceed immediately to excommuni- 
cation, as ſoon as the fact is clearly proved. 
Compare 1 Cor. v. 13. with 2 Cor. vii. 11. 


* 
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I thy brother treſpaſs againſt thee, tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone, but 
if he will not hear thee, take one or two more, 
—and tif he will not hear _ tell it to the 
church. * | 

I Tim. v. 20. Them that fn ade "0 

fore all. 2 Tim. ii. 25. In meetne/s in- 
Aructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves—if God 
ſhall give them repentance —1 Theſ. v. 14. 
—Warn them that are unruly. 


. 2, But if ſuch offender appear to be = 
ſtinate, and perſiſt in his ſin after due endea- 
vours for his repentance, the church ſhould 
proceed to ſeparate him from her com- 
munion. F 
Mat. xviii. 17. But if he will not hear 

the church, let ham be unto thee as an hea- 

then man. Tit. iii. 10. After the firſt and 
| ſecond admonition rejetl.—This is done. 


1. By withdrawing from him (i. e.) refuſ- 
| ing 

* See chap. iii. prop. i. and note 80 
| + See biſhop Burnett on the articles, Art. 


xxi. page 205. See alſo chap. iii. prop. i. and 
note there, 
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ing that intimate correſpondence with him as 
at other times, (unleſs to admoniſh; him of 
his duty) and perhaps ſuſpending him from 
the Lord's table, till his repentance, * 
ſtinacy, more fully appear.“ tt 
2 Theſ. iii. 14, 15. any man hi not 
our word, note that man, and have no com- 
pany with him, that he may be aſhamed y— 
yet count him not as an enemy, mens. 
him as a brother. 


2. But 


* This ſuſpenſion From the table, is by ſome 
called the lefſer excommunication ; a meaſure that 
has no expreſs warrant, that I know of, from 
the word of God; but may,perhaps implicitly 
come under the general rule of doing all things- 
decently and in order, and the text here cited for 
keeping no company with him; as communicating 
with him at the Lord's table, is keeping com- 
pany with him in the higheſt ſenſe. - 

It is doubted by ſome whether the text, Mat. 
xviii. 17, refers to church excommunication; 

as it is ſaid, let him be to thee, &c. It is not ſaid. 
to the church. Gill's Body of Divinity, vol. g. 
p. 300. But as the church was offended, as 
well as the particular perſon, it ſeems neceſſari- 
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2. But incaſe of ſcandalous fins, or thoſe 
leſs ſcandalous, yet intirely inconſiſtent with 
the main deſign, and chief ends of church» 
fellowſhip obſtinately perſiſted in; the of- 
fender, being clearly convicted thereof, ſhould 
be ſeparated, and excluded intirely ſrom all 
the ſpecial privileges of that church, and all 
ſpecial relation thereunto ; judicial iy, by the 
vote of the church*,—Declaratively and cxe- 
nn by the biſhop, I or preſident 

thereof, 


ly implied, that he ſhould be to the church an 
heathen, 

* 1ſt. Though the apoſtles, or other preſident 
in the church might guide and direct the buſi- 
neſs; (1 Tim, i. 20.) yet, that it is an act of the 
church, is evident from what the apoſtle ſays, 
1 Cor. v. 4, 5. Ye art gathered to deliver ſuch a one 
to Satan, ver. 7. 13. 2 Cor. ii. 6. | 

F ad. The power of the keys, as it is often cal- 
led, or of binding or looſing, with reſpe& tothe 
external privileges and communion of the church, 
ſeems to be no more than an executive power, in 
the hands of the paſtors, biſhops, or. elders; what 
is properly decretive, or judicial, pertaining to 
the whole body of the church, including both 
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thereof. whoſe proper buſineſs it is, in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to declare 
ſuch perſon (proved guilty of /uch and ſuch ' 
crimes) now no longer a member of that 
church, but by the laws and inſtitution of 
Chriſt in that caſe provided, excommunicat- 
ed, or ſeparated from: all Hpecial relation to 
the ſame, and diveſted of all. Intereſt 1 in the 
ſpecial privileges thereof, as a part of the viſi- 
ble kingdom of Chriſt ; and conſequently 
thenceforth to be accounted, and treated by 
them, as one of the world, the uſurped _—_ 
dom of ſatan, until he repent, => © 


3 Which 


EFT and 155 (ſee chap. iii. prop. ii. note 
4.) And even that power with them, muſt be li- 
mited intirely, by the expreſs laws of Chriſt ; ; for 
as to the remitting and retaining fins, reſpecting 
the conſcience, neither the miniſterial office, 
nor the church, appears to me from ſcripture, to 

have any peculiar power therein annexed to it, 
more than that of declaring in the name of 
Chriſt, that all true penitents are graciouſly 
pardoned ; and that all impenitents are ha; 
guilt and condemnation, 
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3. Which declaration; ſhould be accom- 


panied with ſolemn prayer for a divine bleſ- 


ſing thereupon, as an vrdinanee of Chriſt, 


appointed for the vindication of his honour, 
the diſcountenance of ſin, and the advance- 
ment of holineſs amongſt his people.* 

. 1 Cor. 


* 1ſt. Thus excommunication appears to be 
a mere ſpiritual ordinance of Chriſt, defigned 
for maintaining the purity of his church, and 
the glory of his holineſs in the government of 
it, and cannot extend to the temporal eſtate, or 
the natural and civil rights of the offender z nor 
ſet aſide any of the civil, natural, or moral du- 
ties of life, owing to him from the members of 


the church or others. — See Dr. Doddridge's fam. f 
expoſ. vol. v. page 422 and 581, to which I 


have been able to refer the reader, but ſince 
this note was written. | 
2. The prayer accompanying excommunica- 
tion, whether before or after the ſentence, or 
rather both; will doubtleſs confiſt in confeſſion 
of ſins, bewailing the ſtate of the delinquent, 
and petitions for his recovery, and that the ſo- 


lemn procedure upon it may have a yOu” ek- 


fett LS others. 


8 * 
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1 Cor. v. 7, 13, Purge ye out the old lea- 
ven—put away from amongſt your ſelves that 
wicked perſon. 5 

1 Cor. v. 4, 5. In the: e 
Feſus, when ye are gathered together to de- 
liver ſuch a one to Jalan, for the deſtrudion 

of the fleſh; 1 Tim. i. 20. 


2 Theſ. iii. 6. Ve command you brethren 

in the name of the Lord Jeſus, to withdraw 

. yourſelves, &c. Phil. iv. 6. In every thing 
. by prayer and ſupplication—let your requeſt 
be made known to God. 1 Tim. iv. 5. For it 

is ſanctiſied by the word of God and prayer. 


g. But in caſe any ſuch offender manifeſt 
true repentance, he is to be encouraged. 
therein, and received again, at his requeſt, | 
into their communion. 


2 Cor. ii. 7. Ye ought to 3 and com- 
fort him, left he be ſwallowed up with over. 
much ſorrow. And verſe 11. 10 Une get 
an advantage. | 


a *. When any matter happens to be Jebat- ; 
ed in the church, the brethren have equal li - 


berty to * their ſentiments, for or againſt 
the 
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the queſtion ; though they ought to do it with 
ſeriouſneſs, decency, and order; to which, 
as preſident, the paſtor or elder prefent, has 

power to oblige them, by the laws of Chriſt.* 
= Thus 


* When any queſtion, duly conſidered, is 
put to the vote of the church far determination, 
the minor part, out of regard to the honour of 
Chriſt, and their common edification, ought 
peaceably to ſubmit to the major, as far as they 
poſlibly can, without ſinning / againſt their con- 
ſciences; according to the rule, 1 Pet. v. 5+ 
Be ye ſubjeft to one another. e 
2, I take it for granted, that every doubtful 
queſtion in which the church is concerned, is 
to be determined (after due debate) by the votes, 
of the majority, as the moſt natural and . 
way. 

3. In ſome weighty caſes xj og not tel | 
than two thirds. of the brethren, ſhould be 
deemed a ſufficient majority. But in all caſes, 
both ſides ſhould be cautious of puſhing things 
to extremities, lt is better to give up our opi- 
nion, here conſcience is not concerned, and 
aſter a modeſt defence, than to break the peace 
of the church, — But where a minority cannot, 
after due conſideration, in conſcience ſubmit, 
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Thus A&s xv. iv. 22, We find the apoſ. 
tles, elders, and brethren of the church, 
— the matter concerning the neceſ- 
"= -of/ n the Moſaic rites, with 


WEN: great 


they wn da a LEBEN OR majority 


having no authority over the conſciences of a 
minority, by any law of Chriſt. r 
Athly. It is a groſs abuſe of this privilege, 
when the more ignorant, who think more 
highly of themſelves than they ought, obſti- 
nately inſiſt upon their opinion againſt the ſenſe 
of the more knowing and judicious, as is too 
often the caſe, —In matters of conſcience, thoſe of 
the meaneſt abilities have a right to uſe all {aw- 


| ful means of ſupporting, and enjoying their li- 


berty ; but in other caſes they ſhould be willing 
to hearken to the advice, and comply with the 
judgment of thoſe that have better capacities, 
and opportunities for knowing what is moſt 
expedient and they ſhould take particular 
care that pride, and the luſt of power, does not 
actuate them under the pretence of conſcience, 
Epheſ. v. 21. Submit yourſelves to one another in the 
fear of God. Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing be done thro* 
ferife, or vain glory —Rom. xĩi. 16.— 5 not oy 

in your own conceits | | 
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greit freedom and regularity, according to 
that rule, 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. Let all things 
be done to ed: hing · decently and in order. 
Rom. xvi. 17. Mark them that cauſe divi. 

fene and offences and avoid them. Heb. 
Xii 17. Obey them that haye the rule over. 
Jou, and ſubmit yaur ſelves, 


 (X1.) Women have no right to rule, teach, 
adviſe, Alpe, (or vote) in the church? ; 
Ek K W 1 Cor . 


A. A woman may be allowed to o ſpeak in 
the church as a witneſs or evidence, to any mat- 
ter of fact under debate, and to fatisfy them, as 
to her qualifications for church-fellowſhip ;_ 
tho' with reſpe& to the latter, it would (I ſhoud 
think) be more decent for her to ſpeak only to a 
few deputed to hear her, or give whe” fhie has: | 
to ſay in writing. * 

ad. As to the acts of worſhip, it may be 0b. 
jetted perhaps that the apoſtle (evidently ſup- 
poſes it as an allowed cafe, that women might 
pray and propheſy, i. e. ſpeak” in public, by his 
giving rules about their conduſt therein. 1 Cor. 
xi. 5, &c,—To-which it may be anſwered; that 
perhaps the apoſtle might intend only, their ap- 
pearing to join with others in thoſe acts, and not 


. xiv. 34s — bs 
2 in te churches, iſor they are com- 
_ manded 10 be under obedience, + Tim. ii. 
* 0, 31. * bo will that men pray every 
LESS [1 * 4 rer ; 


their ie peaking i as teachers 1 aders i in 
the worſhip; or at moſt, that they might ſpeak 
themſelves only, when under an immediate inſpi- 
ration, as they doubtleſs then ſometimes were, 
as well as the men. Acts ii. 16, 18. chap. xxii. 
9. So Dr. Doddridge and Dr. Benſon jolve the 
diſiculiy.— Dr. Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 116, under- 
ſtands prophefying, of ſinging pſalms, in which, as 
in prayers, women might join with their fellow- 
worſhippers as is uſual amongſt us. Propheſying 
being often put for praiſing. 1 Chron. xxv. g. 
But perhaps the caſe might be thus, vis. 
The women in thoſe times by the cuſtom of 
their country, the Greeks in particular: (and. 
ſuch were the Corinthians) lay. under peculiar 
reſtraints as to their appearance. in public com- 
pany ; and upon moſt public occaſions, uſed to 
have their ſeparate apartments to which the men 
were not admitted, except of the neareſt kind - 
red; hence it is highly probable, the Chriſtian: 
women had their ſeparate aſſemblies, (ſome- 
times occaſionally at leaſt) for prayer and pro- 
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See bu 1 fufſer vos u woman to teach, 
07 to uſurp authority'over the” many" but 
| to be in filente, and learn in filence' with ali 
e Aft vi. g. Fhe brethren 


op 5 


pheſying, and other 105 6 of private worſhip, as 

the apoſtle intimates. 1 Cor. vii. 5. And when, 
tho' the men were not preſent, it became them | 
to be val'd, becauſe of the angels who were invi- 
ſible witneſſes of their behaviour; or becauſe'sf 
thoſe men who might be appointed meſſengers fot 
regulating their aſſembly, and their buſineſs in 
it —Admitting this, then it is evident the apoF- 
tle in the xi, chap. ſpeaks of the women's pray- 
ing and prophefying in their own ſeparate aſſemb- 
lies, and not in the mixt company of the men, 
as chap, xiv.— And tis obſervable, that in chap. 
xi. the apoſtle does not uſe the word church 
or churches, nor ſay any thing of their praying or 
propheſying therein, not eſteeming the aſſemblies 
of women as churches.— But in the xiv. chap. 

He ſpeaks of thoſe more public aſſemblies or 
churches; and declares it as a commandment from. 
the Lord, that there the woman ſhould be intire- 
ly ſilent. — neither fray, propheſy, nor” aſk quel-. 
tions This laſt ſolution, I owe chiefly | to > Dr. 
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are directed to chuſe the deacons... . And in 
ils famous church meeting. AQs xv. we 
find the Whole church no other than the 
W ec . and brethren. ver. 29, 23. 
ein ein 


Tagtor's Judbicious m note on Rom. xvi. i. at theend of 
his paraphraſe, 

g · I object againſt womens is voting inthe click? | 

uſt. Becauſe we have no account of their any 
way acting in, or even of their being preſent at 
church-meetings of buſineſs —At the church - 
meeting, Acts vi. a, &c. For the choice of dea- 
cons, the direction is, BRETHREN look ye out 
amongil you ſeven men, &c.—At another church- 


meeting upon a point of conſcience, Acts xv. 3 


22, 23. The apeſtles, elders and brethren are ſtil- 
ed, the wHOLE CHURCH 3 and debate, and de- 
termine the buſineſs they met upon, without 
any notice taken of the women. 

2. Becauſe their voting in the church, appears 
tome inconſiſtent with their ſtate of ſubje tion; 


and contrary to the expreſs ſcripture rule, con- 


cerning their behaviour in general, and in the 
church in particular; viz. that they ſhould be in. 


filence, not ſpeak in the church, be under obedience, 
"not ufurp authority over the man, but learn in filence 


Chap. 3: Wonens privilege in th church 125 : 


| (XII. But if any women in church com- 
munion, be diſatisfied with the church's pro- 
ceeding, in any caſe of conſcience, ſhe may 
acquaint the paſtor, or any of the brethren 
with it; who may, if neceſſary, acquaint 
the nn "wich is. bound to give her 
Kg a ſatisfaftion 


with all ſubjeftion, Expreſſions that appear to me 

quite incompatible with the power of voting in 
the church; which ſeems to imply rule, govern- 
ment, at leaſt a judicial deciſion: and ſuppoſ- 
ing their votes to be given by the filent ſign of 
holding up the hand, or the like, yet if a ma- 
jority, as might be the caſe, they would then 
apparently determine and decide againſt the men, 
and conſequently exerciſe authority over them, | 
and not be in any ſenſe in ſubjellion. 

3. Becauſe tho” women ought to enjoy the 
rights of conſcience and private judgment, as 
fully as the men; yet this may be done in the 
way the apoſtle points out to us; viz. by their 
inquiring, &. of their huſbands, or (which is the 
fame thing, where that cannot be) of their pa- 
rents, brothers, or ſome proper friends, at home; 
by which means their ſentiments may be known, 
and a regard paid to them, conſiſtent with their 
duty of ſubjection, and the preſervation of the 


* 
* * 


+56 Womens privilege in ile church. Chap. 3. 


fatifation if poſſible; if nat, ſhe has power 
of removing her communion el{ewhere,- 
ON iii. ſect. 5. note 
1 Cor. xiv. g5- ¶ they eden 
— any thing let tem uſt uhrir huſbands 
al home; for it is a ſhame for a woman'to 
"ſpeak in the church. 2 Cor. i. 24. Not that 
we have dominion over your faith. 
| Beſides the general duties of worſhip, and 
diſcipline, before mentioned, there are ſeve- 
'ral particular, and important ones, belonging 
to church members as ſuch,“ which may be 


> noted 


rights of conſcience alſo. As for inſtance in 
the choice of a miniſter, they have doubtleſs A 
right to be ſatisfied as well as the men, and 
therefore ſhould be conſulted by a proper depu> 
tation from the church, and theit ſentiments 
ſhould have their proper weight, and be duly 
regarded, which for all reaſonable purpoſes would 
be juſt the ſame, as if given by vote in the church 
and ſo of other matters of conſcience and right. 
bor it is not the giving their ſentiments, but 
the manner of doing it, Sc. that I obje& to.— 
Moſt of theſe duties indeed belong to them 
us Chriſtians, whether in 7 communion | 


Chap. g. — in ther 297 
"0 noted under the — heads, the con- 


tents of 
| CHAP, W. 


with any particular church or not; but in caſe 
they are, they ought to look upon themſelves 
under more and far greater obligations thereunto, 
from their more public profeſßon and ſolemn 
vows as before hinted, chap. ii. prop. vii. 
ſect. iv. 
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O ite duties of church members, 
* 75 their biſhops, elders, or e a 
of the word. © 
II. To one another in particular. 
III. To the church in general to 1 ws 
belong. | > 
IV. In ect of the work 
V. Reſpedling their age ie condition. 
VI. To magiſtrates, 
VII. To their domeflics or families. 


J. 1 their biſhops, elders or miniſters of 
the word. 


The duties of rn members are, 


1 


d.) To treat them with diflinguiſhing b. ho- 
. eſteem, and love. 0 


1 Cor. 


— 4. var paſtors „ 


1 Cor. iv. 1. Let a man 2 account of 

ut as "the" miniſters of Chriſt, and flewards 
of the myſteries of Cod. 1 Tim. v. 17. Let 
the elders that rule well, be accounted worthy 
of double honour ; epecially they that la- 
bour in the word and doctrine. 1 The. v. 
11, 12. Know them that have the rule over 

+ you, and efteem them very e in love for 
their works ſake. 


[II.) Coidially to receive and fubmit to 
id adminiſtrations, in doctrine and diſci- 
pline, ſo far as is conſiſtent with true Chriſ- 
tian liberty, and the due preſervation of 


the rights of e R and private Judge 
ment,” 72 8 | 


+... 1 * CS 
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Thus in 4 1 goſpel church rightly conſtituted, — * 


there is no room for the moſt deteſtable of all 
tyranny (via.) the arbitrary exerciſe of eccleſiaſ- 
tical power, or prieſtly dominion over the con- 
ſciences and civil rights of mankind; and yet 
that there is a governing authority, and ruling 
power entruſted with, and inveſted in the pro- 
per officers of a church, is evident to me from 
the ſeriptures here quoted, and many others: 


* 


139 Duties of church members Chap. 4 
1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. Laying aſide all malice, 
Auile, hypocrafy; envy, evil. ſpeaking s. as neu 
born babes Agfire the fincere milk o the word. 
James i. 21, 22. Lay dfide ll filing, | 
and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and receive 
with meckne/5 the ingraſted word, Be doers 
e the word and not hear ers only; Heb. xiii. 
17. Obey them that have the rule over you. 
ver. 7. And have ſpoken unto you the word _ 
of God. ver. 17. And ſubmit your ſelves for © 
173 watch /or your ſouls, 1 Cor. xvi. 14, 


i Addicted them ſelues to the . 
fi yourſelves unto ſuch. , wo 


an) To follow their pl} in particu- 
lar, ſo far as they are followers of Chriſt, 


| 1 Cor. xi. 1. Be ye followers of 80 
even as 1 am mo Chriſt.. Heb. xi. 7. Whoſe 


faith 


though that power is ſtrongly limited by' the 
laws of Chriſt z and appears to be directory, de- 
clarative and executive only, and not legiſlative, 
or properly: COEFCLVEScc * iii. Prop. i. and 
** there, . | % abt 


Chap, 4+ io lleir paſtars,.. i 


- faith: follow, conſidering the ok W their i: : 
ver aa, 10 ö 


| v. To — heartily 7 veg , 
1 Theſ. v. 25. Col. iv. 3. Heb. xiii. 
18. Pray for us. a Theſ. iii. 1. 2. Pray 
for us, that the word of the Lord may have 
E courſe, and be glorified; and that we 
may be delivered from an et a and 
wicked men. 

C. ) To provide for their temporal ſupport 
and maintenance, in the moſt effectual man- 
ner they can. 5 

Gal. vi. 6. Let himthat cir mp in the 
word communicate to him that teacheil in all 
good things. 1 Cor. ix. 7. 13, 14. Who 

goeth a_ warfare at his own. charge ? the 

Lord hath ordained that they that preach the 

goſpel, ſhould tive of the goſpel. Matt. x. 
10. The workman is worthy Atl 


And this mould be dove with ſuch d 
Tiey as, | 4 
| "(9 May 


192. Duties of church members 


Chap. 4; 


(1) May ſet them above contempt in ti 


ſtation, 


2 Cor. viii. 21. Providing for honeft 
Tua, decent and honourable] things, not 


only in - the fight of the Lord but of men. 1 
Tim. v. 17, 18. Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honour, 
 efpecially they that labour in the word and 
_ dofrine: For the ſcripture ſaith, thou ſhalt 


not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the | 


corn: and the labourer is worthy 4 has 
reward. - 


— 


* 


(2) Free them from the entanglements and 


cares of this life, ſo that they may devote 
themſelves inurely to their miniſtry. 


2 Tim. ii. 4. No man that warreth en · 


| tangleth hamſe, if with the affairs of this life. 


Rom. xit. 7. Or miniſtry let us wait on our 
miniſtry, or he that teacheth on teaching. 1 


1 Tim. iv. 13. 13. Give attendance to read. 


ing, to exhortation, to  dotrine— Meditate 


on theſe things, wu thy/elf WHOLLY to 
them. | 


(3) Enable 


Chaps eee, agg 
(3) Enable them. to ods mm for 


their fam ge; 

1 Tim. v. 8. / any provide not foe kis 
own houſe he has denied the aith, and is 
worſe than an inſidel. Rom. xii. 17. Pro- 
vide things honeſt [or decent, hl i in the 
Fett of all men. 


68 Put them into a capacity of entertain- 
ing their N and e the diſtrefſed.* 
For, > | 
| 1 Tim. 


t is clear from all the ſcriptures above re- 
ferred to, as well as the reaſon of things, that 
miniſters of the goſpel ſhould, if poſſible, de- 
vote themſelves to the work of the miniſtry,—. | 
That in that caſe, they have a right to mainte- 
nance from their people. — And that not as mat- 
ter of charity, as ſome are ready to imagine, but 
of juſtice, And alſo that this maintenance ought 

to be proportioned (as far as the peoples abilities 
will admit) to the ſervices expected of them, 
the circumſtances of their families, the nature 
of the places where they refide—So that they 
may be, not barely defended from the miſeries 
of hunger and nakedneſs, (as is too often the 


75 Duties of thureh members Chf 


1 Tim. wi. 2. ak _— be giobs to 


* ality. 
oſpitality. 10 


caſe) but — to Prad my 2 as preach 
liberality and charity; and ſupport their ſacred 
character, with a ſuitable decorunk and re puta- 
tion in the eye of the world. — It by no means 
follows, as ſome people ſeem willing to think it 
does, viz, that becauſe there are ſone inſtarices of 
one ſort of Chriſtian miniſters, exceſſively in- 
riching themſelves by the revenues of the 
church, (ſometimes to the prejudice of religion) 
therefore others ſhould be denied what, in the 
nature of things, is abſolutely neceſſary for their 
decent and comfortable maintenance, and the 
enabling them, to purſue their ſtudies with that 
freedom and attention neceſſary for the due im- 
provement of their minds, and the more effectual 
ſupport of the credit and ue hay 87 religion; 
or that becauſe their miniſter may have ſome 
ſubſtance of his own, that therefore the people 
ſhould be excuſed, and leave him to ſpend that 
ſubſtance in ſupporting a character, which, by 
the laws of Chriſt and common juſtice, they. 

ought to ſupport themſelves, if able. See Mr. 


Rees's ſermon, entitled, 4 mode eſt plea for the 


maintenance of the Chriſtian mmſtry, 


* 


Chap. 4- . a their paſtors. Þ4 SIS 135 


VI.) To endeavour to ſupport and 

encourage them * N afflictions and | 

trials. 

2 Tim. iu. 16 4 0 ad no 
man ſtood with me, but all men forſook me. 

' Adtsxti.g. Prayer was made by the church 
fon nk in priſon.) | 


(VII.) To aſſemble at eie invitation at 
any fit time on due notice, for any more par- 
ticular occaſional duties of devotion and diſ- 
| eipline. 4.7 

Adds xiv. 27. ado whew they (Pau 24 

Barnabas) were come, and had gathered the 

church together, wy Ny all that Gow 
had done. 

(VIE) They ſhould alſe a ac- 
quaint their miniſters with their afflictions, 
and deſire their prayers for and with them. 
James v. 1g. 1s any affidted? let hum 
pray. Is any fick among you let him ſend 
for the elders of the a and tt _ 
pray over im. ** 


(x.) 


ö 
x » q 


a96 


Duties of church niembers. Chap. 4. 


(IX); If they have more paſtors or teachets 
had one, they ſhould take heed of undue 
diſtinftions, and dividing into parties in fa. 
vour of one to the prejudice of ihe other, | 

1 Cor. i. 10. 12. That there be no divi- 
| frons—every one ſaying, I am of Paul, and 

1 of Apollos, and I of Cephas. Chap. iii. 

4 For while one ſaith I am of Paul, 

and another fi! am of —_ are Ne not 

_ Carnal ? | 


u. The 4 of all ape and 
particularly of church members one eee, 


another — a1 WY. 


k * 


(..) To love one other with a ſincere fol 
tual affectioun. 
John xv. 12. This in 1 5 
| thas ye love one another, with a n * 
n 


"Which love ought to * be ma- 
niſeſled. 


(1) By bearing. one | anothers bauen. 
Gal. vi. 2. a 
0 By 


Chap. 44 Duties of church members: tap, 


(2), By praying 1 for Os has v. 
6, Eph. vi. 18. . 

(3) By e one an eſpecially in 
affliction, James i. 27. Matt. xxv. 6. 

(a4) By MR to heben eg. 
ties, Rom. xii. 19. 8 

(3) By ſeeking every's one : another's eat, 
1 Cor. x. 24. | * 

(6) By rejoicing with thoſe Wr rejoice, 
weeping with thoſe that weep, Rom. xii. 15. 

(7) By viing hoſpitality to each other 
without grudging, 1 Pet. i iv. 9, 10. 

(8) By being pitiful, courteous, + loving * 
— 1 Pet. 11, * Ae ü 5 


3 


(a1) They ſhould ſametimes. meet: as 
ther for ſocial prayer, and free converſe on. 
religious lubjetts.* 


* 5 


*- Stated religious conſerences in particular, 
ſhould be managed with great caution and pru- 
dence ; or elſe, inſtead of anſwering any valua- 
ble ends, they will ſerve only to expoſe the 
weakneſs of ſome, cheriſh the ſpiritual pride o 


eb. x. 24. 25." Let us confider o Aue 
ther, to provoke unto love and gbod org; 


not forſaking the afſerhbling of ounſelvet 10. 
gether Hut exhorting one another. Mal- 


m. 26. Then' they: that feartd the Lord 


ſpoke often one to another; and the" Lord 


 hearkened and heard, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them, 


Nati. xviii. 19, 20. ug of you Hall 
agree on earth, as touch 


where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am 1 in the mill of them, 


Col. iv. 2. Continue in prayer. Acds vii. 
5. 12. Prayer was made of the ear 


many praying (for Peter) Acts i. 14. —all 
ng. eee err with one ef. in L 


"(my 
others, bring ſtrife and contention into the 


church, and thereby religion itſelf into con- 
tempt. And even ſocial prayer, though a more 


manifeſt and neceſſary duty, and what ſhould | 


be encouraged more than it is, is not without 


its inconveniencies and dangers, if not properly 


condufted, 


- "0 ; ; 4 . * > 
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ng any thing de 
| 4 of, it ſhall be done for them—For 


Chap, lo the churok,, vl) .& 
(WL) They mould endeaygur- to-ſeaſon | 
their more accidental and” occalional. | Ons 
verſe with good things, 4 58 
Col. iv. 6. Let 5 N h s 
with grace, ſeaſoned with . Epheſ. i. 
29. Let no corrupt communication provecd / 
aut of your mouth, but that which it gov 
for edifythg, that W 5 


the hearers. fr ms ap 


by Wt Win 1 * C) 
av. They: ſhould Pray prace + ond 
harmony one with another. 
Epheſ. iv. g. Keep ile unity of the ſpirit F 


in the bond ꝙ peace. 2 Cor. iii. 2% Be 
of one 1 live i in frog Rom. xiv. gs - 


peace. in a6 a 


| Els diwi TY 
Todis ed. 1 aq 


(1) They ſhould be jets oy 


in humility, x Pet. v. 5+ UH lo alnig 


(2) Not provoke, or ee eee. 
Sn. „ „ ut 


1 © 
Ls. 
* * 
I } 1 K 8 2 4 ede 
* ö 
* N 
- 


"ofoch a one in the ſpirit of * 


— thi)Uldinibers Chap. 4. 


N 


* (4) Do nothing through fie orvin gag, | 


5 . FO 


Phil. it. g 
(4) In bonour = one another, ** 
. 10. N g | 

- (5) Forbear one , in love, Rom. 
27. 1, J 72 
46) Forgive e one "mother if any have a 
Port Col. iii. 1g. 

(7) Not avenge themſelves, but f give place | 


unto wrath, Rom. x11. 19. 


(8) Not raſhly judge one ee Row. 


OLE Ee SES; a 


(9) e not evil one' of obe, Jam. 


| iv. 11. 


IN 10) Avoid "PEO and backbiings 1 
Cor, xii. 20. 


(11) Terminate, as far as poſſible, all dif- 


ferences amongſt themſelves, 1 Cor. vi. 4. 7. 


_ (18) Mutually give and take reprovf i in the 

ſpirit of meekneſs, 3 
Matt. xviii. 25. 1/thy brother treſpaſe— 

"tell him his fault. Gal. vi. 1. Reſlore 


Chap-& e ile cle, nee. 
I. Char members in 3 have 


ducts incumbent e on a thein to the church it 
* 1877 


grant. 5 
U * * 1 EE *.. 
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| 0 to ſubmit cordially to the order and > 
diſcipline of the church, o far as they can | 
conſcientiouſly. _ | 
Epbeſ. v. 21. \ Subanitting yourſel toes 1 
one another in the fear of God, 1 Cor. xi. 
22, Or de eſpiſe ye the church of God? 
Matt. xviii. 17. UA he neglect to hear the 
church. 


(e) To 1 85 cheir 27S graces and abili- 

ties, to the ſervice of the church in a proper 

and conliſtent manner. 
I Pet. iv. 10. As every man hath re 
ceived the gift, ſo let him miniſter the ſame. 
Rom. xii. 6, 7. Whether propheſy, let him 

_  propheſy—or miniſtry, let him wait on 

tas, muniftry—He that iu, with, lber 

rality. 1 55,021] Noch ze 


0 R EE 
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"Mos Duties fl W Fo] 
Ts K's are ' able, 2 "that the ehiircti de not 


. ub 15CMy304 2948! 
1 Tim. v. 4. 8. 16. But i} ah Witow 
ue chalgren, or nephews, [ «+5019, grand- 

2 = aten] let them, i i. el the Children, Kc, 

1 firſt to Jhet piety af hame, und to fe. 

ite thetr parents; If any provide not for 
* aun houſe he hath demed the faith, and 
1 worſe than an infidel—I/ any that believe 
have widows, let them reheve- them, ang let 
not the church 1 charged. | 


G4 is S 4 k #þ 


LY To pay a particular regard to the in- 
tereſt of che church, and keep their places 
In it, as long as a good conſcience, and as 
far as PEN 8 will per- 
N MN Ars 


1. In cities and great towns where there 
are ſeveral churches, and where the members 
of thoſe churches may happen to live at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, from the place where the 
church to which, they | belong uſually meets, it 
-canpot be unlawful for them to attend the com- 
mon duties of public worſhip occaſionally at 


1 hap» 4 * Ai chard... | - 
Ad ii. 42. And they Ee, 
= 1 the @foſites ide and veeating of 
* they that behaved, were together, —Heb- XK. 
29.26. Let us fold faſt the profeſſion of 
dur faith, without, wavering, not Jorſaking 
the afſembling of. angſelges together, as the 


manner of /ome is. 


FEE 


5 1 If they withdraw from the church's 
communion on any account, ſuch as great 
diſtance from the church, better edification, 
or the preſerving a good conſcience, they 
ſhould do it as. i de ade e as 
N 0 


leaf, nearer home: : 3 Adele 
regard ſhauld he paid to that paxticular ſaciety 
with which they have connected themſelves, in 
order to keep up a due decorum in religion, 
and prevent that anarchy and confuſion, and 
even ruin io the very exiſtence of particular 
churches, which muſt be the conſequence of 
indiſcriminate and unconneſted aſſemblies. 

2. Where a church out of prejudice, and 
an uncharitable ſpirit of reſentment, or the like, 


ob Jas | TY : | : . +. 
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' > Rom. xiv; 6. 33- — Ape 
ade in his own mind—for what is not of 
 faithis Jin. 1 Tim. iii. 9, 4, 6. If any 

_ otherwiſe from fuck withdraw thy/elf. 


2 Tim. iii, 2. 1 Cor. x. ga. Give none 
* offence to the church of Cod. 1 Cor. 
xii. £5. That there be no ſchiſm in the 
body. SY | 


Wo 6. To 


denies a mater a regular AtaiRos, upon his 
peaceable requeſt; ſuch member may remove 
this communion without it; for as every patti- 
cular church is a voluntary ſociety, it can have 
no right to detain any of its members, againſt 
their conſent, or voluntary choice, a Cor. i. 
24. Not that we have dominion over your faith, — 
Let every man be penſwaded in his own mind, Rom, 
xiv. 15. And let it be always remembered, as 
a fundamental principle in this caſe, that Chriſt 
has delegated to no man, or body of men, not even to 
Mt cnunch, (in whatever ſenſe the, word be 
or. ſubverſive of the natural rights of conſcience and 
private judgment, in ſpiritual matters. See chap. 
i. prop. viii. note there, and elſe where. 
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6. To duty the church n x peace, purity, and 

- edification. * * 3 

Nom. xiv. 19. Follow after the tings | 

* that make for peace, and wherewith one may 
edify another. Col. iii, 15. To which you 

are called in one body. Heb. xii. 14 Fol- 
low after Bln - 


To which ends particularly, = 
(1) They { ſhould carefully ſtudy, and prac- 
tiſe the duties of e and pours before 
mentioned. Here _ 
W 0 iii. * Baingroted and grounded 
tn loves. 


2. They ſhould n to improve 
their acquaintance with the principles of 
their holy religion, as they are found 1 in the 
holy ſcriptures. 0 
Heb. v. 18. eee 
to have been teachers of others, ye have need, 
| that one teach you again—the firſt principles 
of the oracles ꝙ God, Col. iii. 16. Let 
the word of dio dwell richly in you in ell 
toi dom. 


Hh - 


246 — church embers Chap 


ion, As wii. 14. 4 art bet the 
fſeriptures «ay whether theſe things . 
er. 99. G1 71 * N 


a They mould AS to, N the 
1125 of the goſpel, and the ſacred rights of 
conſcience, againſt all impoſitions. , ] 

Gal. v. 1. 19. Stand oft in the liberty 

wherewith Chrift hath made you free—for ye 
have been called units _ v0 the con- 
duuſon. ed ons ii 


- ? 


* a 
TS Se 


4 They Would 3 to maintain | 
the doctrinss of the goſpel, in their purity, 
againſt all falſe teachers, and their plauſible 


— | 
1 ad bs leo od Jude 


| Pr Theſe endeavours ſhould be governed by 
prudence, meekneſs, charity—and not ſuffered 
to break out into angry contentions, and party 
rife, about little circumftances, and mere modes 
of faith, &c, Nor into a furious zeal and per- 
ſecuting rage againſt the perſons, or the natural 
and civil rights. and poſſeſſions, of even infidel 
_ themſelves. For tue weapons of eur man, are 
at carnal, 2 Cor. x. 4 In medkneſs inſtructing 


Jude 3. Contend earneftly. for the faith: 

1, John iv. 1. Beheve\nots every ſprtrit, but 
tt the pris whether they be » of Gd; be- 
cauſe many falſe- prophets" are gone forth 
into the world; Col. ii. 4, 8. Left any man 


deceit, after "the, #raditionss/ men. Phil. i. 
27. Sieg I Pi he 
goſþ _ 104% "TIO E e Inn 


(5.) They thould pray Früh. or the 
church's proſperity. 9 


Pſal. cxi. 6. Pray for the Sears of Feru- 
alem. Ifa. Ixii. 7.— Give him no rell. tell e 


hath Eng $7.7] 6 prey g. st! * 192 


M3 TOY SO LEES £3, 

(IV.) There are dated, which: all chri{- 

tians, and eſpecially chureh members, ſhould 

attend to in reſpect of the wortd®*, as a "op 
din body from them, vis. apy mio; 

OO TS To 


0 xt of LE n 


them hea py 's Tim. A s All 


contention for the faith, in the Way of rage and 
violence, is utterly inconſiſtent vieh he ns 
of the gofpel, See the concluſion; ſed 8. 

* By the world here, is mearit — 
and vicious * who 5 


148 Duties of church menbers Chap. 4. 


1.) To beer a prudent. deen gp 
che evil practices of the world. . 
Rev. xviii. 4. Come out of her my people, 
Fare. her fins. Eph. v. 
7. 11. Be ye not. partakers therefore with 
' them, —have no fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
fel works ef darkneſs, but rather _reprove - 

them. James i. 27. Keep hamſelf unſpotted 

from the world. And therefore , _ 


(.) Not to intermarry with infidels and 
P perſons. 


8 Car; 


ous chriſtianity, nd the fear of God, of what 
party ſoever they may nomeally be; and not any 
particular party as ſuch, as ſome too often un- 
charitably apply the wort. 
This rule does not confine church mem- 
bers, from marrying with thoſe Laab not 
to be in actual communion with any particular 
church, while in other reſpeRs they appear to 
fear God; or pay a decent regard to the duties 
of morality, and ſincerely aſſent to the Chri- 
lian religion as true: much leſs from marrying 
with the members of any other church.—-Tho' 
what may be \ con in * als eden | 


0 Dube of church members 140 


2 Cn 14. ye wor avequally yoled 


An whom ſhe will only in the Lord. 


630 But to 8 with them in all other 
reſpefts freely, as fellow creatures, and mem- 
bers of the ſame civil ag palitical commu- 
nit. | 


only, what do ye more than others? 2 Cor. 
x. 27. any that believe not, bid yon to a 
feaſt, and ye be diſpſed to go, whatſoever ts 
et before you, eat. 1 Cori v. 9, 10, 1 
wrote unto you not to keep company with for- 
Ricators, &c. el not eee. then 
Gt torn, ens. porta 


N. B. But if any man "that is called a bro- 


ther be guilty of thoſe fins we are not to keep 


conſny with him. ogy: 11. 


(45) To 3 to heh in a 8 NE) 
reputable manner amongſt them, providing 
for themſelves, the mee and AIG 
of life; as far as poſſible. - - 


Rom, Xl. 17. Freude all things hare 


[decent] 


4 


$22 with unbelievers. | 1 Cor. 3. 99 


Mat, v. 47. F n brethren 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


Lucent] in the fight "of all men a Cor. 
vin. 21.” Heb. At. 15. Follom prure with, 
ail nen. 1 The f. iv. #1,” 1 Study th: be 
Juier, and toda your own buſmeſs,. that you. 

3 may walk honeſtly, fe decently re. 
Hedtabh ] towards theni thut are * 
ad have lack of nothing. N 


(S.) To ſet hem a good — in all 
the duties of religion and morality. - 
1 Pet. ii. 1a. rn 

honeſt ab beautiful, honourable, reputa · 

ble amongſt tie gentiles, that they may by 
your good works, which they behold, glorify 

God. Col. iv. 5. Walk in wiſdom towards. 

them that are without, Mat. v. 16. Let. 

Jour light fo ſhane before men, that they be» 
7 lo ding your good works may 15 5 your- | 
Faller which i 7s in heaven. 5 


(6.) To pray ſor them, we. 40 wha at 
the good offices in their power, conſiſtent 
with other Ges) e their aftual ene. 


—_— ww 
1 Tim. ii. 12. 7 exhort, A ee 


Hon and prayers be made for all men. Mat. 
v. 44 


" 
7 wy G44. PTR 8 „* 1 wt eb Fg —_—_ WY SY es he r 0 3 2 — 2 Ka a — * £ „ 


Cub. be le aorta, 5 


v. 44. Tove hour enenies, bleſs: e 
cu ſeyou, do good to tem that Rate you, 
and pray for them that defpitefully-afe you, 
and per ſerure you. Tit. ift. 2. Spealt evil 
of no nan, —be 0 brawlers, bur gemle, 


ſhewing all Weebefs, unte all men. | 4 


(V 9 There are duties n their age, 
ſex, condition, &c. to which. Chriſtians, eſpe- 
cially church e ſhould pay a ited 


lar regard. | Fas : 


(1.) Age and ſex. e 

1. Pet. v. 5. Fe Jounger ebm your- 
ſelves unto the elder. 2 Tim. ii. 22.— lee 
alſo youthful luſts—Tit. 1 ii. 6. Young men 
alſo exhort to be ſober-minded, Lev. xix. 
g2'— Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoaty 
Tit. ii. a. That tht aged men be ſober, 
grave, temperate, found 1% the faink, in cas 
rity, in purrende. (v. g.) The aged omen 
lieu, ut ey be in brſtuvtour as beconeth 
hotine/s, not falſe atruſers ¶ Rache make- 
bates, calumniatorv] not given to much wine, 
TE of good things ; 4 4) That they 


may 


„ gs cum 5 


may Leath the young women, * to © 
_ love their huſbands, to love their children. 
(sv. 5.) To bed: iſcreet, chaſte, eepers at home, 
leu careful of domeſlic affairs] good, 
_ obedient to their huſtands,—1 Tim. ti. 9, 
Kc. That women adorn themſelves, with mo- 

deft ach neat, decent, becoming | apparel, 

with ſhame facedneſs, and fobriety, i 
. nn 1 wide Cans } | 


0 


. "As one i of Jrefs1 is, to Jiftingviſh the 
conditions, and ranks of life, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that the apoſtle here intended to prohibit 
intirely, the wearing of golu, and the uſe of pro- 
per ornaments; ſeeiſig other ſcriptures, ſpeak 
of thoſe things with approbation, at leaſt with- 
out cenſure, (Gen, xxiv. 22. Plal. lv. 1g, th. 
Mat. vi. 29. Prov. xxxi. 21, 22.) Theſe pre- 
cepts therefore, muſt be underſtood comparative 

, as John vi. 27. Where our Lord ſays, - 

bour not for the meat that periſneth: And are thus 
particularly and ſtrongly expreſſed, to re- 
mind Chriſtian women, that the. purity and 
dignity of their character, and. the glorious 
hopes and expectations they have in another 
world, lay them under very great, and ſerious. 
obligations, to reſtrain all undue fondueſt for the 


Chap. 4+ % age, fin, cbnõ˖jJ: 1 
| or gold, or pearls, r coſtly © array, but af be- 
cometh women ps ofeſſing | godlineſs, wit i 
good works.—Learn in filence—not teach— 
nor uſurp authority over the man. 1 Pet. iii. 
3, 4. Ke. Whoſe adoriting, les it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible,—q meek and quiet ſpirit, which 
is in the feght of God of — | 


(2.) Condition, &c. 5 
1 Tim. vi. 27, &c. Charge them (hat are 
rich in this world. the? * be. not 2 — | 


of their time and care; in cultivating and adorn- 
ing their minds, with thoſe graces and virtues, 


glittering ornaments of dreſs; and to employ "9 8 


which render them amiable even in the ſigßht 


of God — That though: they ought 40" dreſs 
with decency and propriety, agreeable. to ihe 
cuſtoms of the country, and times they live in, 


and to their different ages, conditions, and ranks 
in life; yet herein, they - ſhould follow the gic-- - - 


tates of good ſenſe, and religion, not of vanity ; - 
and take particular care to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves, from the logfer part of their ſex; who 


dreſs upon vicious principles, and with vicious . 
deſigns, | 


164 Duties of als members, Sc. Chap. 4 


= - En, nor-iruſt i in uncertain niches, bit in 
the living God : tas they be ric in god 
-. works, ready. to. diſtribute, willing to commu- 
nicate, laying up for themſelves in ore a 
good foundation againſt the time to come, 
tal they may lay hold on eternal liſe. i John 
iii. 17-  Who/o hath this world's goods, and 
 feeth his brother have need, and ſhulteth up 
has bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwel- 
teth the love of God in him? Jer. ix. 93, 
Let not the rich man glory in nis riches, 
Prov. xxii. 16. He that oppreſſeth the poor, 
to encreaſe his rickes—ſhall ſurely come to 
want. Jam. i i. 9 Let the brother of tow 
degree (i. e. in this world } r qoice that he is 
exalled | 1. e. as a chriſtian to the hope of a 
better] (10) But the rich bin this world's 
W in that he is made low ¶ i. e. bleſt with 
the grace of humility.] Jam. v. 9. Grudge 
not one againſt another. Heb. xiii. 3. Be 
content with fuck things as ye have. Eecleſ. 
X. 20. "Curſe not the rich. (See Luke xii. | 
16. chap: xvi. 19, 21. & chap. v. prop. 1. 
' feRt. g. and texts there.) 2 Theſ. iti 10 
8 9 2, For this t we ; commanded'you, that if 


any 
TILE HS 


Chap: 4. Duties of church members, Ge. 156 


__ any would not work, neither ſhould hereat.. - 
For r ſome walk among you di iforderly, work- 
ing not at all, but are buſy bodies. Such we 
command and. exhort, by the Lord Feſus- 
Chriſt, that with queetneſs they work, and 
"eat their own bread. "And 1 Theſ. iv. 11. 
do pet] own buſtheſs and work, e. / 


* * 
' + > 


** 
1 ; 
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* 1, From. theſe ſcriptures it appears that the 
vices to which the rich are more particularly ex- 
poled, and ſhould therefore more particularly 
guard againſt,  are—pride, haughtineſs, exceſ- 
five love of money, and confidence in it; idle- 
neſs, ſelf-indulgence, vanity, luxury, wanton- 
neſs, oppreſſion of the poor, and neglect of re- 
ligion and another world. — The virtues they are 
more particularly called to exerciſe are grati- 
tude to God, humility and condeſcenſion to men, 
economy in the management, and temperance 
in the enjoyment of their riches ; conſidering = 
themſelves as, the ſtewards of God; providing 
for their families, and dependants, in a manner 
agreeable. to their neceſſities, and their o-] 2¾ 
ſubſtance and rank in life, duly conſidered; 
together With a tender liberality | to the poor, 
and « due regard 10 the pps of the intereſt + 


J 


766 Duties of thiveh Wa: Oe. c 


| VI. There are duties which Chika, Y 
(church members in particular) owe to. . 
5 Kt. 1 


| 8 yo Ns 
* N 89 3 \ 

of true religion. wy 8 js the. com- 
mon good of their country.— And i in avoid- 
ing thoſe and all other vices, and the cultivat- 
ing theſe and all other virtues, conſiſteth that 
real greatneſs and excellency, to which, above 
all things, they ſhould aſpire. | 

The vices to which the poor are peculiarly 
liable, and ſhould be particularly- watchful 
againſt, are—diſcontent, ' deſpondericy, mut- 
muring at providence, and dillruſt of i it; envy- 
ing the (too often but ſeeming) happineſs of the 
rich; floth, ignorance, uncleanlineſs, rioting, 
theft, or other unwarrantable means of ſupply- 
ing their wants; ingratitude to their benefac- 
tors, and preſcribing to them the meaſure of their 
bounty, —The peculiar virtues which they are 
called to exerciſe, are —peaceableneſs and con- 
tentment, with the allotments of providence ; | 
endeavouring to provide for themſelves and their 
families by honeſt induſtry in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions and callings; gratitude to thoſe. that do 
them good ; ſubmiſſion to the juſt commands of 

thole they ſerve; reſpettiſul behaviour to their 


Chaps 4s Duties of church members, G. 157 


vin. They muſt be ſubje@ and obedient to 
the authority of their temporal governors, | 


kings, and all that are appointed under them®, 


(in all things not contrary to a good conſci- 


ence, and the expreſs ptr ner OE 
n 5 8 


ſuperiors z patience under 0 contempt "Ir öp⸗ | 


preſſion they may meet with from the weak - 
neſs or wickedneſs of the rich; making God 
their confidence and hope, ſeeking his favour 
as their true happineſs. —Virtues, that will ren- 
der them eſteemed and beloved, by all truly 
wiſe and good men, notwithſtanding the mean- 
neſs and poverty that may attend them. 


. 80 that a church has no power to make 


any laws or canons, inconſiſtent with the juſt laws 
of the ſtate, or the rights of civil government 
nor indeed, is there any occaſion for it; the 
goſpel conſtitution of a church, being (by the 


all-wiſe head of it) made to coineide intirely 
with the natural, ſocial, and civil Tights of all 
men. See chap. ii. prop. 2. and note there. 


And conſequently the ſtate muſt have a right ta 


interfere, ſo far in the government of the church, 
as to keep it within its own proper limits, and 


ſecure all the juſt ends of civil government. 


* „ 


Dane Qhaps | 


Rom. xiii; 1. 3, Ke. Les every ſoubbe 
e to the" higher powers Mor they be or- 
dadained of Cod ; whoſoever refiſfteth the Power, 
4 Tefifteth the "ordinance / God,” and ſhall re- 
ctibe o THEMSELVES dani or le 
is the miniſter of God for good—an arenger 
o exetute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
Be ſubjed for conſcience ſake—render 1 
ute towhom tribute is due; «cuſtom to whom 
Y cuſtom, fear. to whom fear, honour to whom 
; honours! Acts. xxiii. gs Thou ſhalt not ſpeak. 
evil / the ruler. of _thy people. Tit. iii. 1. 
5 Yo them in mind to be ſubjed to princi pali. 
ties, powers, and lo obey magiſtrates. 1 Pet. 
ii. 13, 14. Submit your ſelves to every. or- 
dinance of man for the Lord's fake, whether 


l , bad pi to Whew wars as * or unto gover- 
1 nn en 
1 6 x L : 

N . | | . ) Mow little countenance the Lipton |; 
1 ; ; nder this propoſition, give to the ſenſe-, 

j .- lan doctrine of paſſive obedience and non-rejſtance,; 

ö 0 as taught by ſome ; is ſhewn, with great clear - 
| 1 neſs and ſtrength of reaſon, by the late Wor- 
1 thy biſhop of Wincheſter (Doctor Hoadh ) in his 


e of fubmiſon to the civil magiſtrate, conſis 


- nors—=Sent by him: Ver. 17 Honour He 
ning. 1 Tim. ii. 1, g. Texhort that prayers 
and ſupplitations, with giving of thanks, be 
made forukings, and all in authority ; t 
we may lead a quiet and peace able life, in all 
. godlineſs, and hongſty. Eccleſ. x. 20. Cut ſẽ 
not the king, no not in thy thought. But 
Acts. v. 29. Ve ought to obey God rather 
than man. Acts iv. 29. Whether it be rigůt 


in the fight o God, to hearken unto you mare | 


than.unto God, judge ye Dan. iii, 18. Be 
it Anon unto thee. O king; tiat u will not 
ſerve thy gods, nor h the golden image 
. which thou haſt ſet up. Mat. xxii. 21. Ren- 
der unto Cafar, the things that are Cæſar s; 

and bene the ng. ne 0 * 

A 3 Li an DANN 
vil. Church „ ne 
ſhould be careful to diſcharge all thoſe ſocial 
duties, that belong to their domeſtic, or fa- 

mily. relations and connections. 

Epheſ. v. 22. Wipes Jubmut your ſelves 40 
Hour own huſbands. Verſe 2655 Huſbands 
{ove your wives. Verſe 28. af their. ou 


"IF L 


bodies, Verſe 29. KY love has wife as fim. 25 


M S-: : eſs: 


| Chap. 4. Duties of church members, Sc. 46 


aenkers; Sh 1686/ 


e | 
"has: See Gol, ii. 18, 19. 1 Pet. iii. 
1, , Kc. Col. iii. 20, 21. | Childrenobey 
pour parents in all things. 1 Tim. v. 4. To 
rapuite their parents=- Fathers. Provoke: not 
_ © your chaldren do rat.. But Ephel. vi. 4. 
Col. iii. a1.“ breng them up in the nurture 
An admpmition of the Lord. Ver. 2. Ho- 
 " nour thy father and mother. Col. iii. 2, 
© 23: Epheſ. vi. 6, 6, 7. Servants obey | 
your maſters according to the fleſh, in all 
things —with fear and trembling not with 
. whatever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, 
uud nat to men—as the ſervants of Chriſt, 
doing the will of. God from the heart, With 
good will, 1 Tim. vi. 1, 4. Let as many 
| Jervants as dre under the hule, count their 
| Maſters worthy of all honour ; and they that 


ate 


fun epd gil not contend with them in a chid- | 
ing provoking manner, Eph: wy ragęefy d dont 
exaſperate their angry paſſions. Anger in chil- 
dren againſt theit parents is unnatural, and-out 
of charafter; anger properly belongs to ſupe- 
riors. 8 


— 


Chap. 4+ FS, 161: 


them, . becauſe they are brethren ; but rather 
vants to bt obedient unto their maſters,” and 
pleaſe them well in all things, not anſwering 
again, not purloining, but ſhewing good fide- 

lity. 1 Pet. ii. 18. Servants, be ſubjett to 
your own maſters, with all fear, not only to 
the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward. 
Col. iv. 1. Maſters give unto your ſer- 
vants, that which 6 is Juſt and equal, Ephel. 
vi. 9. forbearing threatning, knowing that 

your maſter is in heaven, neither is there re- 
ſped of per ſons with kim. Deut. xxiv. 14, 
15. Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant, 

that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy ' 
brethren or of thy flranger within thy gates 
—at his day thou ſhalt give him his hire left 
le cry againſt thee unto the Lord - and it be 
a /m unto thee. Jer. xxii. 13 Wo unto him 
| —that uſeth his neighbours ſervice, without 
wages, and giueti him not for his word. 
Jam. v. 1, 4. Go to now ye rich men, weep 
or the miſeries that ſhall come upon you 
Bchold the ire of 6 the labourers, who have 
reaped | 
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II. Towards, other churches theie ny" 
mn 8 Se. 


FL OWARDS their own. werben. tis 
a church's duty.. \ 
(J.) To admit every one of. them (unleſs 
under cenſure) to an equal joint right, and 
title to, and ſhare in, all the ſpiritual and 
temporal privileges which _ 3 * 5 
church... * 
Gal, iii 111 eee are al' one "i N 
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DC. Chap. 5. 


2 As ii. 44. And they that believed 
- had all things common. | | 


(II.) And ieee to Memble for 


Oe, 7 bg 


the diſcharge of their common duties, and 


enjoyment of their common privileges, at 

ſuch time, and in ſuch manner that all, if 
poſſible, may ſhare in them. | 

1 Cor. xi. 33. When ye come together to 

eat, Ci. e. 189 Lord's Supper) tarry one for | 


an. ) To take care of theit poor, and fup- 
ply their neceſſities. 


Deut. xv. 11. J command thee ſaying, 
' thou ſhalt open thy hand wide unto thy bro- 
ther, unto thy poor and * needy, in thy 
e i 
But, however extenſive this common in- 
tereſt and right might be in the apoſtles days, 


it can now be extended no farther, than the 


privileges and poſſeſſions which the church en- 
J0ys-as a, body; and not to any one's particular 


perſonal property, See chap, ii. prop. 7. ſeR. 
6. and note there, 


Chap. 5. "Bute of church. 16h 


lend. "Gal it. 10, We ould remember 
the poor. Rom. Xii. 13. D. Heibuting o 
the neceſſuttes of the ſaints. 1 John iii. 27. 
See al/o chap iv. prop. v. and texts there. 
See Exod. xxii. 25. Lev. xix. g.——And 
for the better diſcharge of this duty, tis 
evident, the office of deacons was inſti. 
tuted in the church. Abts. vi. G 
alſo Job xxxi. 16. Pſal, xl. 1, 2, 9. Prov. 
xi. 24, 25- Chap. xiv. 21. Chap. xix. 17, 
Chaps! xxi. 13. Matt. * MS. Rom, 


xli. . 


. 


(IV.) The whole church ſhould ſympa- | 
thize, in the joys and forrows of every par- 
ticular member. | 

1 Cor. xii. 26. And whether one mem- 

ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; ar 

one member be honoured, all the members re- 

Joice with it, 


V.) They ſhould put x their. united. 
prayers, {or any one of them in diſtreſs, . 
Acts xii. 6. And prayer was made with- 
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GT Wa 

out ceaſing of the church unto, God, or lin . 
. i. e. ee in priſon.) | 


- 


(v1) They are to exerciſe” a pious care 
and diſcipline over them, to their edificaijon, 
without aal ATT: a | 
James ii. 9. {fy ye have a "reſp? of, per- 

Jens, ye commit ſin.— 1 Thel. v. 14. Bre- 

| thien warn them that are unruly, comfort 
the feeble minded, ſupport the weak. Jude 

16. Not having mens per ſors in admira- 

tion, to advantage. Heb. xii. 15. Looking 

| diligently left any fail of the grate of God,— 
| and any root of buterneſ s ſpranging up, Fxqube 
Au 


= - 
Wag is - a — * 7 4 — — 
5 1 a = — — by — 
4 les => = Po | 4 cg 2 
* _— . 


* 7 2 22 R _ 4 — — 
i > 2 F . * 2 
* —— = 7 Le — 2 13 


_ ——_— 
N 


Y —— ; f — | IF yen n £7 2 
. * 
7 \ — 7 — . 
2 „ „ We 2s rr ay r 
T . wy 
* r \ — — 4237 . — 2 an <4. £ Jo — 3 
- K 


x 


(vn) ) To grant them lends of diſmilſion - 
and recommendation to other _ churches, 
when deſired, fo far as they can, conſiſtent 
with the honour of Chriſt, and a good cbn- 
ſcience; - | | p 


2 Cor. iii. 1. Need we oi of recom- 
mendation lo. you—or from you? Rom. 
Xvi. 1. 1 comiliend unto” you Phebe- our 


— * : ” 4 4 
g * %. L Bier. g 


24. „„ —nHœh py > - = _ 
—_ - * * —— — — — 


5 — 8 


——— 

” he 
= FE 
„ oY a: 


7 "oa. —— — —ñͤ — 
= —_ = 


Chap-'5- Duties of chercher to churches. 167 


ler, a Feruant of the church, of Cenchrea. 
2 Cor. i. 24. Not that we have dominion 
over your faith. | 
ue Towards her. churches, their mem- 
hers and miniſters, tis a church. 8 duty 
z 

d.) To own them as churches of Chriſt 

and hold Chriſtian communion with them, 

in all the duties and privileges of their com- 
mon religidn, as far as they have opportu- 

nity, and can do it with good N 

[See the concluſion.] 

' _ Rom. V1. 16. The churches 5 Chriſt 
ſalute you. 1 Pet. v. 1g. The church. at 
Babylon eleRed together with vou. Gal. — pb 
28. Pe are all one in Chriſt 7. gs. 1 Cor. 
xii. 13. 20. Many members, yet but one 
body, whether Few or Gentile, bond ar free. 
1 John i. 7. We have fellowſhip one with 
another. 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. Unto the church 
of God at Corinth—with all that in every 

place call on our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Grace | 
be unto you. 1 Thel, iv. 9, 10. Ve are 


| * of God, to | love. one another, —And 
ye 


ve 40 it towards at the Vrathren'i in Mace | 


4, 'E\ Sb FS | 
onide | 
. 
| F-\ 4.4 3 RN v 


2 


at) To receive their members, * 
recommended to them, and pay them the 
regard their character and condition re- 
quires. 25 


Rom. xvi. K 2. | 7 N unto you 
 Phehe our fiſter—receive her in the Lord as. 
 becometh ſaints, and afſift | her in whatever 
 bufmeſs ſhe hath need of you. Phil, ii. 29. 
Huld ſuch in reputation. 2 Cor. viii, 23, 
234. They are tlie meſſengers of the churches, 
lem ye to them and before the churches the 
. proof of your love, g John 8. We ought 
to receive ſuch, that we "ar be AN * 


lle truth. 10 


.) "a impart to other 8 ſuch 
aſſiſtance as they want, and their own abili- 
ties and opportunities n | 
Adds xi. 29, 30. The diſciples (at An- 
tioch) ſent relief, according to their abili- 
ties, to ſupport the ſaints in judea. 1 
Cor. xvi. 1. Concerning the collection for the 
| faints, 


— 
. 
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*q 


ſaints, as I had given orders to the churches 

of Galatia. Even ſo do ye. Col. iv. 16, 

17. And when this epnſile is read with you, 

cauſe alſo that it be read in the church of the 

Laodiceans. | 

(IV.) To make uſe of hit advice, in any 
matters of difficulty and i importance, 

Acts xv. 2. They (the church at Antiock) 
determined that Paul and Barnabas ſhould 
go up to Jeruſalem, unto the apoſiles and 
elders, about this queſtion, . e. of . the nece/ 
ty C circumciſion. | | 


. "Ld. ' * 
N 3 


CONCLUSION. 


Us, according to my propoſal, I have | 
endeavoured, with all poſſible candour 
and impartiality, to give my readers a plain 
practicable plan of Soctal REL1G10N, 
drawn from the holy {criptures ;. and parti- 
cularly from thoſe perſe& and authentic mo- 
dels there exhibited (viz.) The churches of the | 
apoſtolic age. Models, every way adapted 
to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and the gra- 
cious and moral deſign of Chriſt's kingdom 
—intirely clear therefore, of all bigotry, ſus 
perſtition, and preſicraft ; of the wi/dom and 
the folly of this world: and, if not proved to. 
be expreſly of divine appointment yet, bearing 
the ſtrongeſt marks of the divine interpoſe- 
tion and approbation : capable of anſwering 
all the great ends of ſocial religion, and con- 
ſequently highly worthy of the neareſt imita- 
tion 


The conciusrion 1 
don poſſible, by an Chriſtian ſocieties in 
every ſucceeding age. i” 

As a. proper cloſe of the whole, I 55 
add a few general obſervations, in ſavour. of 
a greater freedom in church communion; than 
is commonly praiſed ;. together with a per- 
ſwafive to peace and charity, amongſt ſuch as- 


think themſelves . to diſſent from one 


another. | 


1. Though the true Gee church, be- 
cauſe of the great number ef its members, 
and their diſperſion through the world, muſt 
neceſſarily be branched ont into many dif. 
tin& ſocieties z yet as they are all profeſſedly 
embarked in the ſame cauſs, under one head 


of vital influence and government, they are 
to be conſidered but as parts. of the ſame 


" whole; compoſing one intire ſpiritual' body. 


Gal. iii. 28. Ye are all onetn'Chrift Fefus. 1 Cor. 


Xl. 12, 13. As—all the member s of that one 


tody, being many ure one body, Jo alſo is CHI 


ſor by one ſpirit, we are baptiſed into on 


body. Rom. xii. 5. Me being 5 man) are one Boch 


'n Chriſt, and members one of another, . bel. 1 


Ne Ne 
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4i. 14. 22. And for this reaſon, 2 

many others, they ought 3 all to conſider them- | 
ſelves, as under the moſt ſacred obligations 
to do every thing i in their power, to preſerve. 
this unity */ the ſpirit, in the bonds of peace 
and love, as inviolable as poſſible, in the face 
of the world. To this end it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, that, however different and inde- 
pendent in /ome reſbechs, any of theſe ſocie - 
ties may be, they ſhould be al! formed upon 


the moſt catholic and uniting principles, upon 
the whole : that they might ſtill appear as one 
body, and by ſome common external means or 


bond of ſocial unity, maintain (if poſlible) a 
viſible communion one with another .—Such 
principles are, I think, pointed out in the 


Z preceeding pages, as collected from the word 


1 of 


* When the apoſtle ſpeaks of the unity of the 
Spirit, &c. he does not mean unity of ſentiment, 
or opinion, ſo much as unity of heart and 


affection; and that Chriſtians ſhould hold their 


different opinions in peace and love, and receive 
one another in the Lord, ada. See | 
chap. 2, prop. 1. 4] 
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of God: and Tuch-s Beste is the Lord's Sup- 
per,* as being not only in its own nature, 
extremely well adapted to anſwer that pur- 
poſe, but inſtituted partly with that deſign. 
1 Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing which we 
bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Chriſt 9 —The bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Crit. For 
we being many are one bread, and, one body; 
Jor we are all partakers of that one bread. —— 
I would not that ye ſhould have fellowſhip with 
the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils ; ye 
cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and 
the table of deals, From whence, I think, it 
fully appears, that this inſtitution was in⸗ 
| tended, amongſt other things, to be a ſtand- 
ing, vi/eble, external pledge and means, of 
that divine union and fellowſhip, all true 
D Chriſlians 


Baptiſn, indeed, by which we are firſt 
formally incorporated into . the vilible church, 
or body of Chriſt, is the beginning and ſoun- 
dation of this external communion ; but the Lord's 
Supper, is beſt adapted, for the conſtant ch 


and continual manifeſtation of it, 


11 The, Convausron | 


_ Chriſtians have ith, Chriſt, and one ang 


ther in ONE. BODY, as. morally diſtin- 
guiſhed and ſeparated from the world. So 


that though it be unqueſtionably the duty of 


_ Chriſtian churches to guard the ſacred. table, 
from the approaches. of the profane and vici 
aus; it is no leſs their duty to lay it as open 


as poſſible to the free acceſs of ALL,“ who 


appear to love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity, and are deſirous of walking in 
all his commandments and ordinances blame · 
leſs, 
8. W Chrifion fociew therefore, to 
deny their brethren communion with them 
at the Lord's table, oN upon the account 
of cheir different e about the mere 
| modes 


At leaſt for occafionat communion, Sone 


aſſert that the Lord's table ſhould be open even \ 


to the moſt immoral, as a means of reclaiming 
them. But this is to throw down all diſtinction 


between the church and the world; and ſet uß 
a fellowſhip between Chriſt and Belial, con- 
trary to the deſign of our Chriſtian vocation, 


and the moral ends: of the -conftitutien-of ns 
church. | 


( 


Ne CONCLUSION, , 175 


modes of religion, (which is too much the 


common relation to Chriſt, and one ano- 


ther ; the many. obligations to unity reſulting 


from it, and the duty of keeping that ordi- 
nance as it is delivered to them in the ſerip- 
tures (1 Cor. xi. 2.) i. e. The keeping it 
in that place of ſuperiority to leſſer things, 
and uſing it for tho/e ng; fop which it was 
appointed, 

| Thoſe of the eſtabliſhment, may ws 
upon their principles, be allowed ſome ſhew 
of reaſon for ſuch a meaſure ; but the pro- 
teflant diſſenters, as making ſill higher pre- 
tences to liberty, feem to me, to act in flat 


contradition to thoſe' pretences, and the 
avowed reaſons of their diſſent, when THEY 
ſet up the exerciſe of an excluding power in 


the church of God, on ſuch occaſions; or 


attempt to impoſe terms of communion not 
clearly laid down, or poſitively required as 


ſuch, in the ſeripiures; or not neceſſary to 


the credible profeſſion of the - Chriſtian reli · 
gion, and the ſecuring the main ends of the 
goſpel inſtitutions, And yet this is too com- 


N 4 monly 


caſe) muſt be intizely. inconſiſtent with their 
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monly done againſt tem. — They plead 
exemption from all human authority in 
matters of conſcience, as the natural right 
of reaſon, confirmed by revelation ; and yet 
in the caſe before us, really exerciſe ſuch an 
authority themſelves, to the prejudice of the 
rights of others. They complain of unſcrip- 
tural impoſitions in the. worſhip of God, 
and their being obliged to diſſent (party at 
leaſt) on that account; and yet by whiting |. 
upon unſcriptural terms of communion in 
their own ſocieties, they actually become 
the abettors of ſuch impoſitions, and oblige. 
others to diſſent from them; or as the 
apoſtle with great ſpirit and propriety ex- 
preſſes it (Acts xv. 10.) Put a yoke upon 
the neck of the diſciples, which neither they, 
nor their fathers, were able to bear. —A con- 
_ du& this, ſo ſtrange and inconſiſtent; that it 
is no eaſy matter to find any thing like a rea- 
ſonable excuſe for it.—The moſt reaſonable 
1.can think of is, the want of a thorough: | | 
knowledge and conſideration of the nature 
of Chriſtian liberty, and the whole intention 
of the ſacred ſupper; and in what the real 
conſtitutional. 
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' conſtitutional principles, and "diſcipline of | 
Chriſtian churches conſiſt : or perhaps the do- 


minion of ſome prejudices of education and 


cuſtom inadvertently indulged, in favour of 
particular, and merely human ſyſtems of doc- 
trine and worſhip ; which though in words _ 
and even intentions, they mey be ready to 
acknowledge falhble and imperſett; they are 
ſometimes is fad, too ready to treat, with 
the implicit veneration and confidence, due 
_ to the We Cn - God 


3 It; is . . every Cbridian 40 

has a right to judge of the fitneſs of thoſe 
that offer. themſelves to ber commun ion; D 
and to admit or re ject them according as they. 
do or do not appear poſſeſſed of the qualifi- 
cations really neceſſary for that purpoſe. 
but then, the church is only to judge of, not 
appoint thoſe qualifications; and ought to 
- * Though at the Tame time they acknowledge, 
that the Bible is the ſole infallible ſtandard of 
religious truth and doctrine, and that this is the 
very baſis of Proteſtaniſm, See Art, Ch, Eng. 
6. 20, 21, 


——U— — — 


1 
| 
l 
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make dhe /aws of Chriſt, and not her owndns | 


thoſe qualifications are, has been ſhewn. at 
large, chap. iii. It is enough for my preſent 
purpoſe, to obſerve in the general, What 1 
ſhould think our ſerupulous brethren them« 
ſelves. muſt allow, viz, That the Lord's 
Supper, being the common pledge of Chriſ. 
tian unity, and an appointed means of the 
grace necellary to the comfort and edificas | 


tion of al Chriftians in common; it : muſt be 


their common duty and privilege to attend it; 
and conſequently, —Phat the qualifications 
inſiſted on by any church, as the terms of ad- 
miſhon-to communion in it, ſhould be /uch, 
and ONLY /uch, as are common to all who 
make a credible profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
faith, ſuch as they may all eonſeientiouſſy 
comply with ;—and ſuch as agree with the 
general nature, and are neceſſary to anſwer 
all the moral and gracious ends of the inſti- 


tution; and therefore, not any, of thoſe punc- | 


tiliqus peculiarities, our brethren ſo firenuouſs 
ly inſiſt on in that caſe ;- which are to be 
found only amongit themſelves, or their own, 
. party 4 
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party; vbich numbets of ſincere Chriſtians, 
of diſtinguiſhed judgment and piety, cannot 
poſſibly comply with; which are not, in the. 
leaſt degree, neceſſary to anſwer. any one end. 
of the inſliuion ; and which under their ma - 
nagement, are made to contradict, inſtead of 
agree with, its general nature and deſign. 
Jeſus Chriſt the great prophet of bis church. 
appears to have the ſame general eencern and. 
care for the happineſs of all his obedient peo - 
ple ;——knowg the great importance of this or- 
dinance to their ſpiritual liſe ; graciouſly en -· 
dows them all in common with every moral 
qualification ſor it; and folemnly- charges 
them all, religiouſly to obſerve-it; and there- - 
fore, I cannot but conclude, that if he had 
judged his deſigu in it could not have been 
fully anſwered, or his people's duty of ob- 
ſerving it acceptably pet ſormed, without an 
intire uniformity of judgment and practice, in 
thoſe particular points our brethren are ſo 
zealouſly concerned for, he would have | 
ſpoken of them with ſuch clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion, that it ſnould have been impoſſible 
lor any of his fincere followers, who endeas | 
voured 
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voired to know his will, to have Wilke 
him; and conſequently that they would all 
as generally have been bleſt with this indife- 
penſible requiſite, this / uniformity of judg- 
ment, as with any other: whereas the con- 
trary of all this, is undeniably the fat, ——' 
Many of the pious followers of Chriſt, who 
have ſincerely and diligently enquired after 
the knowledge of his will, in theſe diſputable 
niceties, have been, and fill are, of dif- 
ferent ſentiments about them. And tis to me 
incredible that ſo wiſe and gracious a lawgiver, 
ſhould ſuſpend ſo important a branch of in- 
ſtituted worſhip, as his ſupper, upon points, 
that have no concern with the acceptable per- 
formance of our duty in it, or the enjoyment 
of any one of the benefi's ariſing from it: and 
ſtill more incredible, that he ſhould make an 
intire unanimity in thoſe points, one of the 
qualifications, indifpenſibly neceſſary to our 
= communion in that ordinance; and at the 
= ſame time very well knew; that it would be 
utterly impoſſible for myriads of true be- 
levers in him, to come at ſuch a mn, 6 
e means in their power. 5 8 
We N 
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We may therefore I think fairly conclude, 
that no difference in any. of the non-eſſential 
modes of religion,? can be any juſt bar to our 
communing together at the Lord's Table; or 
give any Chriſtian ſociety a reaſonable and 
warrantable preteuce, ſor excluding their fel- 
low Chriſtians, from a part with them, in 
that deſirable and neceſſary appointment; 
but that all who are really intitled to the 
Chriſtian name, and the internal bleſſings of 
the Chriſtian covenant, ſhould, upon a cre- 
dible profeſſion and evidence thereof, be ad- 
mitted to all the external privileges of the 
Chriſtian church. | 


4. But that we may be quite clear in this 
caſe, and know of a certainty, how far the 
power and duty of any church extends, as to 
admiſſion and rejection of ſuch as propoſe 
themſelves for communion with them at the 

15 Lord's 


* I call all thoſe modes of religion, whether 
they relate to faith or to practice non-eſſential that 
are not expreſsly declared in ſo many words in 
be bible; or that depend on inferences and i in- 
*y terpretations given us by fallible men. 


[ 


182 The © ONCLUSTON. 


Lord's Table, we muſt have recodtfe td he 
precepts and examples recorded in our bibles, / 
And here, in order to overbalante the ſtrong 
preſumptive evidence, already produced, ih 
favour of the more catholic, againſt the mote 
limited communion: We ought to expett the 
cleareſt and moſt expre/s direction, for the 
prohibition of the former, or the maintain- 
ance of the latter, or both; I ſay expre/s di- 
_ reftion ; becauſe it cannot reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed that our Lord, who every where claims 
to himſelf the ſpecial ſovereignty and domi- 
nion of the church, would leave fuch a de- 
gree of diſcretional power in any of our weak 
hands, as 'that of judging and determining 
merely at our pleaſure, or deciding by our 
arbitrary interpretations, againſt the pious de- 
fires and claims of his beloved people, in an 
affair that ſo nearly concerns his honour and 
their comfort and duty, as the communion 
of the ſacred table moſt certainly does. His 
expreſs dire&tion therefore J ſay, and not our | 
' wills, his very word and not our private hi- 
nions about it, or fallible dedufions from it, 
. ought to be expełted in this caſe; in order 
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to 5uſtify upon protefiant principles the limit- 
ed communion 1 am pleading againſt. But 
after the moſt deliberate and impartial inqui- 
ry, I have been able hitherto to make into 
the records of the Bible, I can find no ſuch 
direction there. That ſays a great deal, about 
our common union in Chriſt; our equal title 
to, and joint intereſt in, all the privileges of 
the houſe of God; as being all his children 
by the fame faith; as profeffedly devoted to 

him by the ſame baptiſm, (at leaſt as to what 
is eſſential to that purpoſe) and therefore ſup- 
poling our differences about many things 
there written, ſtrenuouſly inſiſteth upon it as 
our indiſpenſible duty—Thut we findy the 
things that make for peace, keep the unity of the 
ſpit, <confider one another to provoke unto 
love, and good works,mark them that cauſe 
arrfrons,—comport, 'edify, ſubmit do, and bear 
with one ariother ;—receive the weak in faith, 
not (us Nangion; NMH fruging or making 
a difference between them and ourſelves, on 
the account of doubtful opintons—Be per- 
Jwaded. every man in fits own mind; but not 
Judge our brother, or put a flumbling block in 
2M | | has 
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his way; for that he who in any of theſe (ü. 
putable] things /erveth Chriſt is accepted of 
God, &c. In this Catholic flike we have line 
upon upon line, precept upon precept,— But, that 
one party of true believers in Chriſt, ſhould 
have ſuch a dominion over the conſciences 
and religious practices of the reſt, as to make 
new laws of Communion at the Lord's Table 
for them; or ſo to interpret thoſe already 
made by Chriſt, as to prejudice the common 
right of their brethren to partake with them 
there; or, that they ſhould have any autho- 
rity to exclude their fellow Chriſtians, the 
enjoyment of that privilege with themſelves, 
upon account of unavoidable differences a- 
bout the non-efſentzals of the Chriſtian pro- 
ſeſſion (which is what our brethren ſeem to 
take for granted) of this, I ſay, or of any 
ching like it, there is not the leaſt mention 
in the ſacred canon ; much leſs any ſuch clear, 
and expreſs direction, as the caſe N re- 
quires. E 
And as to the n examples, ths ap · 
pear to me every where intirely in favour of 
catholic communion. In the Old Teſtament, 
| we 
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| 4 — only Melchiſedec: and n 
but Mojes and Jethro, and others, commu · 
ces, notwithſtanding” their diſſerent forms of 
religion; and, which is ſtill more to the pur- 
poſe, in the Nem Teſtament we read, chat 
the primitive Chriſtians, notwithſtanding very 
many, and ſome very wide differences a- 
mongſt them, upon points they thought of 
the higheſt conlequenee,* were together, with 
one accord in breaking o/ bread (viz, at the 
Lord's Supper) at well as prayers.. And when 
neceſſarily ſeparated, and ſettled in diſtinct 
churches, they ſtill preſerved their common 
unity, and mutually acknowledged, and re- 
_ ceived to their communion, their reſpettive 
members, upon all requiſite oceaſions: if at 
any time they did otherwiſe, and attempted 
an impoſing pre- eminence, or excluding 

power, they were zealouſly oppoſed, and 
„* . by the apoſtles (Act xv. 

0 1, 10. 


* Such as circumcifion for inſtance which 
the Jewiſh converts * — to ſalvation 
Act. xv. 1, 2, &c. 
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ap"! 45 g John 9, 10.) as violators off the. 


rights of conſcience, enemies to the liberty 


wherewnth Ci iſl had made them free, and com. 


mon diſturbers of the peace, and viſible uni. 


ſormity of the univerſal church, . which they 

had been taught to pre ſerve wiih the greateſt 
tenderneſs and veneration, as of the higheſt 
importance to the credit and intereſt of their 
holy religion. [Conſult Acts i. 14, 23. chap, 


ii. 42, chap. xv. 1,—-10,-24,-28. Rom. 


X11. 4, 5. Chap. xiv. 1. to the end. chap. xv. 
1, 7. chap. xvi. 17. 1 Cor. ii. g,. 10-15. 
chap. xi. 16, 18. chap, xii. 12, 1g, 20, 88. 
chap. x. 16, 17. Epheſ. ii. ag, 14, 22. Gal. 
iii. 28. g John 9, 10, &c. &c.] All which 
being duly conſidered, I ſhould think it muſt 
appear to every unprejudiced mind, that lis 
miting the ' communion of the Lord's Table, 
to a uniformity of Judgment and practice in 
the leſſer diſputable points of religion, not 
eſſential to the Chriſtian proſeſſion, is con- 
trary to the principles upon which Chriſtian 
churches ought to be founded, the deſign of 
the ordinance itſelf ; and not only unwar- 
| 5 ranted | 
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rayted, but even oppoſed Ty the w—_ of God. 
And, N 


8 If, with as * PRES id, we allo 
thoroughly conſider the nature and tendency, 
of this limiting impoſing homer in the church, 
we mult acknowledge it is in fad (however 
contrary the intention) nothing leſs than aſ- 
ſuming a legiſlative authority in the kingdom, 
of Chriſt; a lording it over, and judging his 
heritage in matters: of conſcience, and the 
enjoyment of their evangelical privileges, to 
which he has entitled them 'by kis general 
charter; and conſequently a bold and pre- 
ſumptuous invaſion not only of therr rights. 
but even of the ſacred prerogatives of his ſo. 
vereignty, teaching the fear of the Lord by the 
precepts of men. Nor are the actual, and but 
too common fes of it, with reſpett to the 
honour of Chriſt, the ediſication and comfort. 
of many \ pious. Chriſtians in particular, and 
the union, peace and proſperity of the church, 
in general, leſs alar ming than evident. For 
by the exerciſe of this power, do we not as 
much as in us lies, compel our fellow Chril- | 

58 I tians 


| 


tians to live in at leaſt the neglec of that c. 
preſs command of Chriſt do this in remembrance 
of me ?—deprive them of an ordinance necel- 
ſary ſor the improvement of their graces and 
virtues, and peculiarly adapted to that end? 
thruſt out of the viſible church with marks: 
of d:iſhonour and reprobation (for what more 
can 'we do to reprobates themſelves?) thoſe 
whom Chriſt himſelf has brought into it; and 
ſealed with his ſpirit as the heirs of glory? | 
and thus by making no difference between 
the pious and prophane, thoſe that /erve God, 
and thoſe that /erve him not, do we not con- 
found the church with the world, the king- 
dom of Chriſt with that of ſatan? or, by forc= 
ing our brethren or ourſelves into ſeparate _ 
communities, open a wide door for ſtrife and 
contention, and the ſetting up of many op- 


| polite intereſts; or little ſpiritual factions in 


the church, who by their mutual jealouſies, 


and unchriſtian animoſities, actually divide 


the houſe of God againſt itſelf are not theſe 
(more or leſs) the effects, the common and vi- 


fible, and indeed the natural, and many of 


them the inevitable effects, of a too ſevere and 
| 1 85 narrowẽ- 


Ne CONCLU'S1 ONy 189 


narrow Jimitation df church communion; 

even among ſome well-meaning Chriſtians? 
and are they not at beſt very ſerious and A» 
larming ? . 
But when this evil ſpirit of e don: : 
pens to get poſſeſſion of violent and maleys. 
lent minds, not unfrequent amongſt the „ic · 
lers forreligion; it breaks through all reſtraints. 
and leads the unhappy creatures, with a blind 
and furious zeal to ſacrifice, not only chriſ- 
tian moderation and charity, the common 
unity and peace of Chriſtian ſocieties, their 
own reaſon and humanity, but, too oſten, 
even the Bible iiſelſ to ſupport their pretend- 
ed religious intereſt ; i. e. their own litile pe- 
_ culiarities, and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition. tothe 

great enereaſe of the numbers and joy ofthe 
enemies of Chriſtianity, And, indeed, from. 
whence come all the ſhocking evils, which. 
fill ſo many pages (I might ſay volumes) of 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory *; from whence our re- 
e a Wiens 


* It is remarked by Grotius, that he that reads' 
Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, reads nothing but the fol- 
ly and roguery of bHhopsand churchmen. Grot, 


Epip. p. 22. 
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ligious wars and fightings, burnings and maf- 
Facres ; the ſolemn cruelties of. the popiſh 
inquiſitions, and the long train of holy vio- 
lences, that have ſometimes almoſt depopu- 
lated -kingdoms ;—from | hence originally 
come they, but from this luſt of ſpiritual law. 
making; or the exerciſe of an unwarrantable 
impoſing power, and mere buman e 
in the church of God ?— 

And is it not matter of the moſt PR | 
grief and aftoniſhment, that a ſpirit which ſa- 
vours ſo ſtrongly of antichriſtian infallibility 
and perſecution ; animates every fyſtem.of 
' ſpiritual tyranny; and has been for ages the 
ſad cauſe of ſo many ſins and miſeries in the 
church ; the diſgrace of the Chriſtian name ; 
the bane of vital religion; and contributed ſo 
much to the triumphs of infidelity ; ; ſhould 


meet with the countenance it has done, and 


ſtill does, in the Chriſtian world; and its rigid 


and oppreſſive dictates, become fundamental 


principles, in the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 
of even proteſtant ſocieties 


6. 1 | readily acknowledge, that there are 
many 


many, boch of che eſlabliſhed church, and the 


diſſenters, ho proſeſs to make it maiter of 
conſcience, to maintain a ſtricter communion 
than what I am pleading for ; whole piety 
and. charity, in all other inſtances are ſo con- 
ſpicuous, and carry with them ſuch ſtrong 


marks of Chriſtian ſincerity, that it would be 


doing them great injuſtice, ſo much as to % 
pect them of acting knowingly from uncharit- 
able principles, or with any injurious or op- 
preſſive deſign. They cannot indeed but ac- 
knowledge, that by this ſlrictneſs, they muſt 
unavoidably exclude from. their church fel- 
lowſhip, many, whom they really love and 
_ eſteem as their brethren in Chriſt ; and con- 
ſequently oblige them to ſet up ſeparate ſo- 
cieties, in order to diſcharge the duty, and 


enjoy. the advantages of worſhipping God 


according to their conſciences: But then 
they. think they excuſe themſelves, by plead.- 

ing—that they very ready allow their brethren 
a right to ſuck a # eparation, and are deſirous 
of treating them, in all other reſpects, as their 
fellow Chriſtians ; and therefore cannot ſairly 
te ſaid to impoſe on them, —That where . 
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nions and praflices are really different" ſcho 
in leſſer things only) and whilſt our infirmities- 
are ſo many and great, the grate of charity, and 
bleſſings of peace, may, upon the whole, be bet. 


| ter preſerved and cultivated in [eparate, than 


in mixed communities. —That in the latter, 


truth muſt be ſlighted, if not given up, and _ 
error countenanced;* or many angry conten- | 


tions be continually ariſing, on one fide or the 
other ;—and that as they do in their conſciencer 
believe this flrifineſs, moſt pleaſing to God, and 
the neceſſary means of preſerving the purity of 


religion, they think it their duty to maintain it. 


In anſwer to this, I would here patticular- 


ly apply, with ſome neceſſary additions, what 


has been in the general hinted before, (vz.) | 
(1) That it is their duty not only to love 


ww brethren, and ſhew their charity in ſome 


inſtances, 
*In the 3 between the Jes and Gentiles 1 


in the apoſtles days, though the Gentiles were 


in the right, yet the apoſtles did not encourage 


their ſeparation from the Jews, or the Jews 
from them, but taught both to bear with, and 


love « one another, 
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inſtances, that may happeit to fuit with their 
particular favoùtite opinions, but allo in the 

more ſelf-denying; elpecially in ſuch as con- 
cern their ſpiritual welfare, and the unity of 
the church; which by falling more "direttly _ 
under the notice of the public, di/{tng uſi hem 
as the diſciples of Chrijt; as the communion 
of the ſacred Supper moſt evidently does.— 
(2) That as they themſelves allow this inſti- 
tation to be as much the duty of their Chriſ- 
tian brethren ' whom they reject, as their 
on; and as neither ſcripture, nor reaſon, 
make any qualifications neceſſary in order for 
one ſet of Chriſtians to commune with ano- 
ther therein, but what are neceſſary to the 
communion itſelf; it follows, that the in- 
ſiſting upon any other; ſo far as to reject 
their brethren, merely for the want of 
them, is, in effeft (though not in deſign) a 
real impoſition on them, as it forces them 
to the unhappy alternative, of either living 
in the neglect of an important and de- 
ſirable duty; or of ſetting up ſeparate 
communities; and thereby dividing (at leaſt) 

; FIND the 
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. . 5 


he external uniformity of the .vifible catholic 
church, which they think it is both their 


duty and glory to preſerve.—(g) That dif- 


ference in opinion and practice, in the 


non · Mentials of the Chriſtian proſeſſion, is 


ſo far from being any where in ſcripture, 


allowed as a reaſon ſor compelling one ano- 
ther into ſeparaie communities, that on 
the contrary, it is uſed as a reaſon for our 
greater zeal and care to preſerve our uni- 
on; and conſequently, as an occaſion of 
more ſully and clearly exempliſying the 
ſervency and ſincerity of our chariiy.— (4 
That difſentient ſeparations in ſuch. a body 
as the church, whoſe charaRteriſtic is a di- 
vine union as the body of Chriſt, is abſurd. 
and prepoſterous; only excuſable, when 
through unwarrantable impoſitions, and cor- 
ruptions intolerably offenſive to conſcience, 


it becomes unavoidable ; and therefore 
ought not by ſuch impoſitions and offences 
to be promoted.—(5) That as the principle 


upon which our brethren go in this , caſe, 
is in its own nature a- dividing one, it 
%. 7... can 


— 


cannot juſtly be” ſuppoſed, to ds: more to- 
wards the preſervation of peace and chariiy. 
than the contrary principle I am plead- 
ing for, which as naturally leads to for» 


bearance and unity. (6) That in order 
to communion upon the more catholie 


plan, no truth is required to be given 
up, nor its real importance any way lef- 
ſened; but only doubtful queſtions about it, 


kept in their proper place; viz. à due 


ſubordination to plain indiſputable duties. 
Nor, indeed, does truth itſel[ require, or 
its importance juſtify, any meaſures that 
are in themſelves wrong, or unwarranted 
by the word of God, to ſupport it #——{(7) 
That though the paying a reverential regard 
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© to the diftates of conſcience, argues a degree 


of oy and virtue IEP ene yet 


they 


* Truth is great and will prevail, and that 


the more ſpeedily and effeQually, the more we 


leave her to her own native ſtrength :. the 


imaginary ſuccours dictated by our diffidence 


and blind zeal, are as impertinent as the pro- 


fane hand of Uzzak ſupporting the ark, 


they ſhould remember that even. con/cience 
11/elf may be miſtaken; and has ſometimes 
been pleaded in defence of the moſt furious 
perſecutions; as the apoſtle Paul himſelf 
__ witneſſes, Ads xxiii. 9.—And as our bre, 
thren, from the very vature and tendency of 
their rigid principles, are more particularly 
in danger of Calling into the miſtakes of un- 
warrantable zeal, they. ſhould be ſo much 
the more careſul that their conſciences be 
indeed righily inſormed, and kept within 
their proper limits, (viz.) an intire ſubjection 
to the expreſs laws and appointments of Chraft 
themſelves, and not the dogmatical inter- 
pretations of fallible men; and where the 
queſtion. is doubtful, always incline to the 
forbearing and umting, and not (as they are 
too apt to do) to the 'zmpofing and dividing 
fide. For the want of this care, conſcience 
many times contracts a falſe and ſuperſtuious 
tenderneſs, and under a notion of juſt zeal 
for truth, and the purity of thoſe inſtitutions, wo 
which concern the ler appendages of reli- 
gion, leads us to offend n the W 7 
duties 


- r 
; — 


duties of peace and charity, without a due 
regard to which, the moſt ſcrupulous exact - 
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neſs about the other, wall be of no more. 
account in the ſight of God, than the puncs. 
tilious r:ghteou/ne/s of the Scribes and Pla- 
riſces; and an evidence, that like them We 
have not learnt the meaning of that text. 
I will haue mercy, and not ſacrifice, which 
our Lord has taught us to apply as a general 
rule in all ſuch caſes, Matt. xxi. 1-741. 
8.) However certainly in the right on 
this bead, our brethren may think them - 
ſelves, they are ſtill as certainly but fallible. 
men; and therefore their confidence can give 
them no authority, to make their own pri- 
vate interpretations of doubtful uneſſential pe- 
culiarities, conditions of communion at the 
Lord's table, ſo as thereby to exclude thoſe 
that differ from them.— And thus (g.) Upon 
the whole, I cannot but conclude, That if 
this narrow dividing notion were intirely: 
given up, and a free and open communion 
maintained amongſt us; in which ALL, who: 
fear to hold the doctrines, and practiſ⸗ 
"the 
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de duties eſſential 10 the Chriftian clara 
and proſeſton might join (ſtill preſerving 2 
due regard to the ſupport of particular ſocie- 
ties +} it would be ſo far from producing 
any conſequences prejudicial to the intereſt 
of truth and peace; that on the contrary, it 
would be attended with many the moſt de- 
ſirable and ſalutary to both.—Our frequent 
meeting one another, and worſhipping toge- 
ther in ſo ſolemn and endearing an ordi-; 
nance, as the Lord's Supper, upon ſuch mu- 
tually condeſcending and generous princi- 
ples, as we ſhould do in the caſe ſuppoſed; 
mult certainly have (beſides the general ad- 
vantages) a particular and powerful tendency, 
to 


I fay effential, becauſe where people differ 
in what they deem eſſential to Chriſtianity they, 
cannot hold communion together as the apoſtle 
intimates, 2 Cor. vi, 14, Kc. The determining 
| therefore, what theſe eſſentials are, requires ; 

great care, judgment and candour. * 


+ See chap, ii. prop. iv. and notes. Ch. iv. 
prop. iii. ſect. 4. and notes. 


L 
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to ſubdue our mutual prejudices—remove, 
the occaſions of our jealouſies and animoſities 
—keep in awe the angry and contentious. 
paſſions—harmonize - our ſpiriis—inſpire us. 
with the moſt ardent and ſincere friendſhip, 
—and thus enable us to carry our ſocial. 
unity to the greateſt heights of perſection it 
is capable of, this ſide heaven: which would 
not only fully juſtify our pretenſions, to the 
moſt peaceable and benevolent ſyſtem of 
religion in the world, but alſo more clearly 
evince the divine original of the church, 


and render her appearance far more illuſtri- 


ous and venerable than ever, ſince the 
apoſtolic times and preſage, at leaſt, the 


accompliſhment of thoſe glorious propheſies, 


concerning her future greatneſs and ſelicity; 
When her light ſhall come — and the nations of 
the ſaved ſhall walk in her brightneſs —— 
When ſhe ſhall have no need either of the ſun 
or of the moon ; but God himfe - and the. 
Lamb dwell in her as her light and glory, &c. 
Ifa. Ix, 1. Rev. Xxi. 1, &c.— And when, 
as Archbiſhop Tullotfon expreſſes it, all dif- 


Paten 


1 
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putes ſhall be made an end of, not BY: 
CAN ORS AND /DECRBEES; Bur BY- THE: 
 CHARTTY THAT NEVER: 'FAILETH,m——m 
Effefts theſe, worthy of every Chriſtian's, 
moſt ardent prayers, and unwearied .endeas/ 
vours; but which, I may venture to ſay, no 

| zmpoſing ſeparating zeal, im favour of the un- 

eſſential modes of religion, can have the leaſt. 
tendency to produce.“ L190 be 
Ws But, however juſt and fondle "0 

amicable coalition amongſt all ſerious Chriſ--, 
tians may be in itſelf; however defirable and: 


— to the br er. of ſocial religion, 
FM the 


1. is ſaid, thas the eee the 
eſtabliſhed religion in Scotland have their 
ſolemn days of faſting and prayer, to deprecate 
the wrath of God from the land, provoked bj 5 
the toleration granted to thoſe who differ from 
them; and to beſeech the Almighty to reſtpre | 
to them the power of perſecution and church 
| tyranny. Cal. vol. 2. p. 473.—— What an 
impious farce is this! What a reproach to | 
proteſlantiſm, to Chriſtianity, to human na- 
ture! | | 
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uue ſelicity and glory of the church, G. 
ber even in thts, country of proteſients/a 
and liberty, many and great difficulties. op- 
poſed to it, from——The ambitious views gf the 
politicians of this word. Tie ſelfiſh intemperate 
zeal of the leaders of all parties. Ide natural 
 weakngfes and prejudices of the common people 
—The tyranny of long ſettled rules and cuſtoms 
amongſt ſone—and the authority of kgal ca- 
bliſhments, ioo limited and partial amongſt 
others; ſo that there is little or no hope. of 
its being very ſoon effected: though never- 
cheleſs our duty, to do all we can conſiſtently 
towards it. And indeed by how much the 
more great and numerous the difficulties 
are, with ſo much the more ſpirit and reſolu - 
tion, prudence and patience, ſhould our en - 
deayours to remove them be exerted.,, ,, 
To this end it will be particularly neceſſary 
on all ſides—That we diveſt ourſelves, as 
far as poſſible, 'of all erer anger, pride, 
petulance, obſtinacy; and inquire aſter 
N n * Pauence, candour; an 
humble 
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leid open to all (amongſt as) that are villing | 
to partake of them; fo that the unlearned, 
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kniwble depeidtetice on the influences of the Pp 
divine Spirit, and fervent and conſtant 
prayers for them. — That we are willing to 
be convinced of our errors, and, when upon 
due deliberation we are ſo, as willing to 
renounce them, and embrace truth, hows. 


ever \unfafhionable and unpopular her ap- 


pearance, or however contrary to our for- 


mer opinions. With this temper of mind 


we ſhould particularly read and ſtudy the 
B1BLE. There the pure and uncorrupted 
fountains. of truth and wiſdom, of righte- 
ouſneſs and peace, and real religion, are 


as well as the learned, thoſe that have nei- 


ther time nor capacity to enter into nice 


diſquiſitions, and long and curious reaſon- 


ings ahout religion, as well as thoſe” that 


have; if they ſineerely endeavour to enter 
into the pure and genuine ſpirit of that di- 
vine book, get it transfuſed into their hearts, 
embrace its plain unſophiſticated meaning. 


919044 ale conform to-it in their lives3 


 —fhall 
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ſhall ede know ſo much of the mind 
of God in it, as is neceſſary to their com- 
fort and uſefulneſs, and the right diſcharge 
of their reſpective duties in this world, and 
their complete and everlaſting felicity in 
the next, Hol. vi. 3. Prov. ii. a, 3. Matt. 
vii. 7. John vii. 17. James i i. 6+ 21, 22. 
1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. John vi. 47. clearly prove, 
Nor is there. any thing (as a means) that can 
ſo effectually cure, or preſerve, us from, 
that ignorance. and corrupt narrowneſs of 
mind, from whence all our diſſentions and 
ſeparations ariſe; or ſo  effeQually-. enlarge 
and warm our hearts, with that pure and 
fraternal benevolence, neceſſary to a genuine 
and laſting union in the. duties of religion, 
as ſuch. an intimate and influential acquain- 
tance with the ſcriptures ; or, as the apoſtle | 
expreſſes it, the word of A dwelling 3 
us richly, in all wiſdom, Col. iii. 16. The 
ſree uſe of the Bible and common ſenſæ, was, 
under the Divine Bleſſing, the principal 
means of our deliverance. from the darkneſs 
and miſeries of Popiſh ſuperſtition and ty- 
| os CI ranny ; 


through our own weakneſs ot that of others, 
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tanny; and bir muſt be the means of im- 
proving and perſebting our liberty, in, op- 
poſition to all the remains of that enflaving 


8. Finally, while the caſe is ſuch, that | 


we cannot carry our CHARLTY ſo ftiykh, as te 
partake of - the Lord's Supper together at 
che fame table; or otherwife worſhip toge : 
ther in the ſame forms; while I ſay this is, 


our unhappy caſe,. let us be extremely care» 


ful, to' exerciſe and exemplify that grace in 
mutual forbearance, and alt other offices of 


"Chriſtian condeſcenſion and goodneſs —Let 


us put away all wrath, Arie, bitterneſs, an- 
ger, clamour, and ' evid-/peaking—and put on 
bowels. of mercy, long-/ufering, gentiencſs, 
meines; believing all things, hoping all 
Mings po fable in favour of thoſe that differ 
from ws (Kpheſ. iv. 31. Col. iii. 6. 13. 1 


Cor. xiii. 7.) that the means uſed to — 
port our (at preſent) unavoidable ſeparations 
| may en e „ or 

prove 
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ve the ogeafions of a real aliendtion'of. 
from one another, and thereby injure 
K internal power, as well as the” externdl- 
form of godlineſa; always remembering it is 
the expre/5, the repeated command, and even 
dying charge of the bleſſed Redeemer That 
WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER—Whick hoe 


doubtleſs intended, ſhould take place, and 


be univerſally obſerved by us, notwithſtand- 
ing any of our unhappy differences in opi« 
njons, not really affefting the eſſentials a 
our religious profeſſion; and that as 2 ne- 
ceſſary preſervative from the bad conſe- 
quences, thoſe differences might otherwiſe 
be attended with. By. which love, we are 
not to underſtand that genera! phelanthropy, 
or geod-will we owe to all mankind ; though 
that is alſo clearly taught, and ſtrungly en- 
forced in the goſpel, as our indiſpeniihle - 
duty; but that pattieular afectonate efleem; . 
kindneſs and complacenty, which'erifes from 
/ome peculiarly near and endearing relation 
Such a relation there is between all true 
Chriſtians, as the ſpiritual children of the 
* P 3 ſame 
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lime precious blood of Chriſt—ſanctifted by 


ide ſame gracious Spirit - members of the 
fame body, and joint heirs and expetants of 


the fame inheritance in the world to come. 
And the poſſeſſing the genuine principles of 
this divine affection, and (as we have oppor- - 
tunity) the actual exerciſe of it towards all 


the diſciples of Chriſt, is in ſcripture made 
an eſſential part of the Chriſtian character; 


wichout which we cannot juſtify to the world, 
or even to our own : hearts, our pretenſions 
to it. John xiii: g5. By this ſhall all nen 
' know that you are my diſciples, if ye love one 
another.” - + John iii. 14. We know we have 


paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love 
the brethren: He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death. All which is farther 
enforced by the example of Chriſt, the 


apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians; by the 


tenor of the goſpel, and the unutterable 
| pleaſure, which the conſciouſneſs and effefts 


of this truly Chriſtian virtue muſt give to 


N Many 


1 
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ts of our perſecining ale, 1 d. 
; ik r this, and would not be thought 
to want  Chriſhan. charity, not ithſtanding 
duiſſer ſrom them. But then, they confine 
kriſtianity io their πνn particular opinions; 
and its charity, to their own party; brand 
all other Chriſtians with the odious-epithets 


in their language means nothing leſs than 
real enemies to Chriſt and his religian; and 
from thence conclude it is their duty not 


only to hate. them with perfect hatred. (miſ- 


applying the words of the pfalmiſt, P/al. 
exxxix. 21, 22.) but alſo to pnniſh them 


to the utmoſt of their power; as, if not the 


fitteſt means to reclaim them, yet the juſt 
deſert of the crime of differing from them, 


and a neceſſary vindication of the honour 
of God and his church.“ Not conſidering 


Ot that . 


* If 500 confine the mereies of God to your 
own ſect only, it is an opinion that not only 
aſcribes great partialify to God, but tende. 
introduce cruelty and inhumanity into. the 
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ol heretic, - ſchiſmatic, and the like; Which 


-. 28, . The cose. 


| rat the goſpel of + Chriſt gives no autherity. 
7: them of any of their natural or civil rights 


and liberties; but on the contrary com- 
mands them 20+ liue peaceably with, and do 
good unto all men; in - meekneſs inflruting 
. tho/e* that oppoſe themſelves ; the - weapons' of 
our warfare in theſe . cafes, being ſpiritual, 
noi carnal, Much leſs will it warrant, any 
oppreſſive meaſures towards thoſe who bear 
the Chriſtian name, and, according to the 
light given them, endeavour to ſupport the 
credit of it, by a conſcientious regard to all 
Chriſtian duties, merely becauſe . A 
to differ from ibe. 
But the ignorance of theſe a A 
Pie, which is the mother of this bitter zeal, 
as well as 4 their — is n groſs, 


i 
' 
N 5 
| 
7 
D 
I 


temper of every man ſo brats We eaſily | 
come to think it a virtue to hate thoſe whom 
God hates, and thus we extinguiſh the nobleſt 
grace of the goſpel. Bp. London who vol. 2. 
diſc. 5˙ | 4 


- 
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and — iy deplorable They take 
their idea of the CAviſlian (if they have any 
| at all) not from the Bible, the only authentic 
ſtandard in this caſe, but from their on 
raſh prejudices; the faſhionable and current 
opinions of their country, or the peculia · 
rities of the ſedt or party they have been 
brought up in, &c And he that does not 
anſwer to their wild and ſenſeleſs conceits, 
is marked out as a fit object of their per» 
fecuting ſpleen and reſentment. Whereas 
would they do themſelves and their cauſe 
ſo much juſtice, as to conſult. the Divine 
Word, with confideration and candour, they 
character, is really formed upon principles 
infinitely more generous and rational, than 
national prejudices, the byaſſes of a narrow 
education, or the peculiarities of any party 
whatſoever.— The Chriſtian, as they might 
be there informed, — feels, and therefore, 
cordially believes the Bible as a divine reve- 
lation puts his hope and truſt in its pro- 
" miſes—repents ſincerely of his fins, and de» 
votes 
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xe votes himſelf to the will of the Deity— | 


Hath an heart | habitually awed with the 
majeſty, and \ encouraged by the benignity 
ol the divine perfections; and therefore fears 
and loves the great poſſeſſor of them above 

al- Devoutly and conſtantly worſhips him; 

and, whether in the forms eſtabliſhed, or 
tolerated, approved or condemned by men, 
does it in brit and in truth. Conſcious of 
he price of his redemption, his filial rela- 
tion to the bleſſed God, and his intereſt. in 
the glorious proſpetts. opened to his faith 

in another world; he endeavours to keep 
himſelf unſpotted from the pollutions,' and 
to live above the flattertes and terrors of this. 

— Makes it his conſtant and watchful care to 

_ demonſtrate the power of his faith, and the 

| purity of his hope, by an humble imitation 

of the example of Chriſt; in ſobriety, 
chaſtity, juſtice, mercy, and all the duties 
of ſelf-government and benevolence, the 
ſolitary and the ſocial life; —Grateſully ac- 

knowledges his obligations to the grace o 

the 1 385 Spirit for all this—and reſers the 

| acceptance 


— 
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acceptance of his perſon and ſervices,” to 
" the Divine efficacy of the ſacrifice and in- 
terceſſion of Chriſt, as his on LY Mediator. 
his is THE CHRISTIAN at leaſt theſe 
are the principal outlines of his character. 
A character truly excellent and amiable ; 
that gives real greatneſs to the moſt exalted 
- monarch, and worth and dignity to the 
pooreſt ſlave; does the higheſt” honour to 
our reaſon, and will be the glory and joy 
of our immortality.— —A character therefore, 
chat under whatever religious denomination 
amongſt- us it appears, juſtly claims that 
particular eſteem, and affectionate regard, 
the great Lord Chriſtians has commanded 


to be paid to it, by all his diſciples; but in 


compariſon of which, all nominal or real 
diſtinctions, founded on the mere modes. 
ol faith and worſhip, are ſitile and trifling ;. 
and the devout bigotry, and fanatical rage, 
with which they are too often ſupported, 
to the laſt degree contemptible, and indeed 
to be lamented as the reproach not only 


of 


214 Ne -GONCLU 10 N. 


of the . name, 8 even of baman 
, Aron 5 
. ae hs AT miſtake my 
pleas for moderation and charity, and imagine 
they encourage a cold indifference in religion; os 
that I think it no matter what opinions we en- 
tertain, provided we are friends to liberty, I 
take this opportunity to aſſure them that no- 
thing can be farther from my intention. I 
would not wiſh any man indifferent, even to che 
modes and forms of religion; but think it is his 
duty to endeavour. to get the beſt information. 
he can concerning, them, and religiouſly and 
ſteadily follow the light of his conſcience in a 
practical regard to what appears to him to be 
right, Much leſs would I be thought to coun- 
tenance a ſceptical lutewarmngſs, in reſpeR& of any 
of thoſe great doctrines that e Peer into the 
efſentials of Chriſtian worſhip, and the truly 
gracious ſcheme of ſalvation by Chriſt ; an — 
greatly to be lamented, as already too prev 

lent, and as leading the way to that apoſtacy: 
from the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, to Deilm,. 
which ſo ſhockingly diſtinguiſhes the preſent 
times. But what I mean is, that our z:al_ for 


| God fhould be according to knowledge; proportioned 


. 
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M the bleſſed Spirit more -abundantly 
illuminate all our minds, and direct our 


dutiſol inquiries into the good and accep- 
table will of God, that while our hearts 


The CONCLVUS10N. 


_ glow with that truly pious-2eal- ſor the fap» = 


port and propagation of the peralior dod7rines 
and worſhip of the goſpel, ſo juſtly due to 
thaw. as the ee means of OY 


to the rank wh dation of its objects; and 
in reſpe& of thoſe of the higheſt rank and 
greateſt importance, always governed by that 
gentle and benign ſpirit of evangelical philanthro- 
fy, which ſhines in all the doftrines and pre- 
cepts, temper and conduct, of Chrift and his 
apofiles. And I am ſeriouſly of opinion, and 
wiſh all my readers would as ſeriouſly conſider | 
it, that real Chriſtianity will never thoroughly pre- 
vail and flouriſh in the world, till the profeſſors of it 
are brought to be udn latter terms with one ano- 
ther; lay afide their muna jealoufies and animofi- 
ties, and live as brethren in fincere harmony and 
love: but which J apprehend mill never be, till con- 
feience is left entirely "free ; and the plain BIB I 
become in vACT, as well as PROFESSION, the ONLY 
rule of their religious faith and praflice, 
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dur nature to its true eee fell 


5 1 may alſo feel a warm concern 


runirvy the goſpel ſo ſtron 
cates; and Which the churck 
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in particular, 
. Ol Chriſt, to | cultivate and 


exemplify to the world, cas the - diftin- 
Seen charadteriſtics ol his* kingdom — 
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